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Comics learn to put punch in their lines

Jonathon Round, artistic direclor of the Laugh
Academy, maintains thero's a world of differ-

table talk

Patricla Vior

ence between the unschooled off-hand funny
remark and serious stand-up comedy.

S

8y Victor E, Swanson
speclal writer

IF YOU WANT to be a comedian

~— a professional comedian —

there's & man you should

meet, Jonathon Round. When
he has to be funny, be can be, But
wheb It comes down 10 the business
of comedy, Jonathon Round is a se-
rious man.

And when he talks about his Laugh
Academy, a school for teaching
would'be prolessional comedians,
he's straightforward, no-nonsense,
extra-serfous.

“There are three levels,” Round
safd in the empty comedy room of
the Comedy Castle, in Berkley,
where the Laugh Academy classes
are held, “There's the novice level,
whereln we'll bring fotks in and find
out about thelr sense of bumor . . .
how they've seen things, what kind
of attltude they have toward life,

“We may Introduce them to a cou-
ple of writlng techniques, joke writ-
Ing forms, character analyses sheets,
We Il work with them on principles
of dellvery, elements of timlng and
pacing, rhythm, We'll have them de-
velop comedy characterizations.”

“The intermediate level i3 set up
for those who really want, who real-
ly want to continue on after the nov-

fee and really polish some of the
things that they've laid In.”

Of those who flnish the novice
level, Round sald: “Some people,
they say, ‘Well, good. I've got the ba-
sles, here. This is what I needed.
Thank you, very much.’ And there's
no problem with that"

And he added this about some peo-
ple who go on to the intermediate
level: “There are some who enjoyed
working with me as a dlrector and
want to stay on a lttle bt and get
the kind of coaching that we can afs’
fard to be able to do In the interme-
dlate level. That's what it's struc-
tured to do . . . to reinforce and go
on with what you've learned in the
basle.” .

“Bath of those classes are enly 30
clock-hours over 10 woeks each. So
it's a 60 clock-hour course, if you
take both the novice and the inter-
medlate level. The price on each of
them is $150. The same kinds of
classes are going on out on the
coasts, with three ' worth of
classes selllng for four and five hun-
dred dollars.”

‘The flrst session of the flnal level,
the master level, is being put togeth-
er, It's set to be a two-day 12 clock-
hour course. Round sald that it will
be a serainar in which professlonals
in the buslness, such as agents, man-
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agers, umion representatives, ath
casting agents, will come and spedid
Round, who can be funny whed be
wants to be, said without even  hint
of a smile, “There are no people who
are born comics. People Jearn to %
comics. Being a comedian is moré
uumbeing a class clown.”

“One of the things I'm food of 2
ing when I make announcementafof
regist.rallon drives 1is, ‘Go see

P;;n;:]h Line,” then come leehl:l.' IR
a Hollywood view of Whal ppens
with my:ﬂcs. Some of the terrible
lblngs lhl!. thpcn with the comedis

ch Line,’ the near mvnil
breakduwn on stage —
things — are completely avnldlblt.
It's a matter ar preparation, lun’

e

tng the basics. )
Fact is, we all have to get upm
write four or five bours a-
whether or pot we feel lika. j
whether or pot we're inspired.
God help you if one day after you's
been dolng this for a while, you 'atn
up and fecl like you're just not hqu
anymore. We lost Freddle Prlm
Just exactly that und ofa wq
lost John Belushi to just that kind-o!
a thing. They didn’t know how th
were dolng it, and they didn't kndg.
why. They had no basics to go
0 rul form to le
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Joins Kingsley

Michael Russell has joined the
Kingsley Inn (which recently cele-
brated its 50th anniversary) as exec-
utlve chef. He is one of five Certifled
Master Chefs in Michigan and was a
Gold Medal winner on the US. Na-
tional Culinary Team, which recent-
ly returned from the Cullnary Olym-
pics in West Germany, Before joln.
ing the Kingsley, he served as
executive chef for the Travis Pointe
Country Club in Ann Arbor, Fresh
smoked salmon |8 a specialty of Rus-
sell's that he Intends to add to the
Kingsley menu.

Customers cook

Hot rock cooking over a granite
stove, where the customer cooks on
a rock at Lhe table, is belng offered
at Clamdiggers in Farmington Hills.

manager Jim
says this type of cooking has been
donc in European restaurants for
hundreds of years, Sauces or olls are
not nceded, ¢ may order

Free dinners

The Berkshire Hotel in Sautbfield
Is offering hotel guests free breake
fast, afternoon tca — and dinner.
Catered by the Merchants of Vino,
the free dinners are served 6-9 pam.
In the hotel's lobby, Purpose is to
promote the upcoming Jimmy's
Grlll, a 40-50 seat pub-style restau-
rant, which will open at the
Berkshire early next year.

Panda opens

A restaurant called the Panda,
with authentic Chinese {ood, is new
to West Bloomleld, in the Drake
Summit Shoppieg Center at the loca-
Uon that used to be the

Pizzeria uno

Plzza-maker Ricbard Roberts has
brought hls Plzzerla UNO restaurant
to West Bloom{ield, The new restau-
rant features the “original™ deep-
dlsh, Chicago-style plzza, Seating is
for 160 people, including the bar. A
{ull, diversifled menu Is served from
11 a.m. until late at night seven days
a week, This is the second Plzzeria
UNO in Michigan — the first is in
Ann Arbor.

2 editions

Entertainment '89, new version of
the coupan book publisked by Enter-
talnment Pnbllcallon.l Ine. of Blr-

other places close to where book-
bolders may live or work. Some

downtown Detrolt, Windsor and De. .

trolt suburban spots are included in
both books. Restaurant coupons
range from “elegant dining” and
“exciting dining adventures” to “ca-
sual dining and cthoic fare” and
“dine informaily or carryout.”
Entertainment Publications,
founded locally In 1962, is the na-
tion's leading publisher of entertain.
ment books on lelsure actlvities, dine
ing, travel discounts and promotions.
Books may be ordered through phi-
lanthrvplc and communlty service

(such as
Adopuve Pareals Assoclnllou. phone
Ken Wagner at 464-2050); from llst-
ed retail business, or Entertaln-
ment’s offlce at 1400 N. Woodward,
480

then the Drake, then Oliverios. Ser-
vice is “Trader Vic style,” or the
team system. A buffet with mostly
Chinese foods is served Sundays.
Tropical drinks are available. Hours
are 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Mondays-
'l'huwdny:. 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m, Fri-

the lobster — each serving 1m:1udcs
three-quarters of a pound of th
types of lobster — or the flsh chnr-
grl

, noon to 9 p.m. Sun-

ys. ‘The restaurant is owned by
Pau) Leung and Assoclates, Leung
also owns the Oceanla Inn in Roches-
ter Hills,
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» Don Nadel at |hs Piano until 10 p.m,
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Detroit,
has expanded Into two editions —
one for the central north/west arca
and one for the cast/northeast arca
Each book sells for $30 and lncludes
coupons for dlning out (such as one
{ree dinner with one purchased) and
various other entertainment activi-
ties, South Oakland and Western
Wayne counties are included in the
central north/west book.

Both edltions include coupons
good at individual restaurants and

1.

Fish in a bag

Charley’s Restaurants in metro-
polltan Detrolt are cocking “Fish in
a Bag” using a European mel.‘nod
call en papllnue Inside the paj
bag the fresh fish is lightly neamed
in a wine garlle butter sauce. It's
topped with fresh vegetables and
dlll, This new menu item is available

The Holiday Inn of
Southfield has Two
Great Ways for You to
Start Off The Neswe Year
in Style.
Puckage #1

{
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at Charley’s Restaurants in Bloom-
field, Southfield, Northville, Falr-
lane, Harper Woods and Livenla.

Caucus Club

New Year's Eve at the Caucus
Club will fature two seatings for din-
ner, one 5:30-9 p.m. and from 9 p.m.
to closing. Entrees include: chateau-
briand bouguetiere for two; roast
duckling with fresh branchied cherry
sauce served with wild rice; broiled
Australlan lobster tails; veal tosca
served over an berb tomato sauce.
Far reservations, call $65-4970. Jim
Bajor, New Age planist entertains
5:30-8:30 pm. Live entertainment
and danclog at 9 p.m. The Caucus
Club {s at 150 W. Congress, Detroit.

Westin holidays

The Westin Hotel Renalssance
Center offers a meal on Christmas
Day betwcen noon and 8 p.m. En-
trees Include charbroiled steaks,
lulood, chlcken, traditional boliday

Festivities Include a live broa
by Power 96, pmy favors,
pagne toast, bors d'oeuvres
cash bar, The price is $26 per.
son, $160 per couple. Packagj.
cludes a Westin room. Reservati
payment in advance required. -t
Dinner at the Summit resta
will bave two seatings on N
Year's Eve — 5:30-7 pm. and 4%
10:30 p.m. First seating must cotag
plete meal and leave by 6:30
For detalls, call the Westin H
Hotline, 567-XMAS.

colfee for adults, Prices are
for chlldren and $8.65 for adults.

Great pretenders; ¥

Once again AAA offers mdpl!
non-alcholic holiday drinks,
year's Great Pretenders come il

1'he hotel's 11th annual New and Marley's Ghost The
Year's Eve party runs from 8 pm.to  booklet avallable through AAA off
2 am. In the Renaissance Ballrooi,  ed Include 20 such drink recipes. i3
g
SPEND
NEW YEAR’S EVE
WITH US

* #58.00 -

$66.00 per room plus tax

Includes

« Deluxe Room Accommodations
« Complimentary Breakfast Bar

« Surf & Torf
bi

Served 6 A.M.-12 Noon A

. *189

Pearl’s

atedon Ooutve ¢ Late Check Out -2 P.M.
Garden Ballmom Celchration iomm « Large Indoor Poal, Exercise Room & Whlrlpool
Featurisng # Five Hour Open Bar « Special $32.00 rate per night plus taxon . 'R
: wand a Midnight Champagsie Toast Dacember 30th & January 1st with package
Serving the Finest in » Overight Accomadations For Two « All room types & location based on avallabillty . 7
Chinese & American Cuisine Package #2 » Must be 21 years of age
" « Overnight « Advance reservation necessary & must be
Luncheons » Dinners s Carry Out Orders Avcommadtions 59 5 guarantoed by a major credit gard orcash
Szechuan and Mandarin For Two deposit by December 27, 19| ;
< Commli

Open 7 days a Week
Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-18 PM+ Friday 11 AM-11 PM

Octvoancy el
In Ry Ted A

[# Immpxu_m.
* New Year’s Pay (C !nmuru,,uu Bruneh

Hampton Inn

27500 Northwestern Hwy
2 . iday 12-10 PM
, B8t 12-11 M- Sunday : Southfield, Ml 46034 ‘
L 469 S. Woodward + Birmingham %‘- (313) 356-5500 ... ;
of Soulhheld . Callfor, raoemllonl nnd lr\!ormlllon ’
644'29 1 3 26555 Telegraph Rd., Southfield, Ml 48034 : *Based on Double Ocoupancys e Discounts Agply :
P ) For Res, Call 383-7700 \nt \sk For Sales Pootside Rooms "0 WMG“‘&N




