House lets auto brokers Stay in business |

Auto brokers will still be in busi.
ness next year in Michigan,
An amended bill to ban the prac-
tice of auto brokering passed the
Senate, 23-13, but the House rejected
the amendment, which then dled.
“I think it's really absurd to have
us leglslate people out of business,”
+Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington

Hllls, in voting against the measure.
But Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-
called auto “a

‘er for a lower price than members of
the group could get individually.

The dealer picks up sales volume
but sees his proflt margin .

An amendment to ban brokering
was Inserted in House Bill 4930, a
bill to outlaw tampering with odom-
cters That bill bad passed the Hosue
94-0 in mid-1987,

The Senate version with that
amendment was supporied by Re-

form of unfalr competition. Brokers
don't have to maintain the same {i-
nancial bases — outlays for a deal-
ership and service facllities. The can
have nothlng but a desk and a tele-
phone.

BROKERING s the work of 140
small flrms which handle 2,000 to
3,000 of the 700,000 cars sold in
Michigan in a year, Acting on behalf
of a group such as a credit unlon, the
broker ncgotiates with an auto deal-

Geake, Doug Cruce of
Troy and Richard Fessler of Com-
merce; and Democrats Willlam
Faust of Westland and George Hart
of Dearborn.

Faxon was Lhe only area senator

opposed.

The blll split the Senate in odd
ways. Senate Democratic Jeader Art
Miiler of Warren voted yes, But GOP
leader John Engler of Mount Pleas-
ant, Commerce Commliftee chair-
man Dick Poshumus, R-Lowell, and

Police ticket
quotas face ban

A bllt to prohibit palice depart.
ment ticket quotas is on its way to
Gov. James Blanchard's desk after

The House voted 93-0 to concur in
Senate amendments Thursday.
‘The bill injtlally had been opposed

over House of Rep
tives aceeptance.

“It was o compromise,” sald the
sponsor, Rep. Perry Bullard, D-Ann
Arbar, “But it maintains the prinel.
ple that ticket quotas are barred In
the evaluatlon of a police officer’s

rformance.”

Bullard said serious crime — not
trafflc tickets — should top the
agendas of police agencies.

pollce agencies, partic-
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Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo, voted
no. .

SAID POSTHUMUS, who has
strong business connections: “We all
know that the auto dealers have been
politlcal supporters and substantive
supporters of ours. However, I think
on this issue they were wrong.”

Faxon, Iin & formal protest,
accused auto dealers of “greed” (five
times), “larceny” and “avariclous
ugliness.” Sen. Lana Pollack, D-Ann

bor, ‘concurred In his “greed” re-
marks.

One of the Senate’s most conserva-
tive voices, Jack Welborn, R-Kala-
mazoo, sald the antl-broker amend-
ment violated the Michlgan Constitu-
tlon because it wasn’t germane to
the edometer hllL

Welborn added that auto dealers
could be deemed o be fn unfair com-
petition themselves. “Auto dealers
are also in the arca of financing
which Is in direct competition with
credit unlons and banks, And, again,
they do not necessarily have to meet
the regulations of the banks and
credit unions,” Welborn sald.

GEAKE SAID he would send a for-
mal letter of reply to constltuents
who had written to them about his
vote.

“What bappened,” Geake sald, “la
that when the brokers lost in the Sen-
ale, they went to The Detroit News,
which wrote an edlorlal favorable to
the brokers' polnt of view. The News
ran our hames (the 23 who voted for

The jail’s ‘day room’

-
can dine, play games and watch Ialevltlonq"
From the control station, a sherli's otficer 5

The desk is the contro! station for a typical
“pod” in the Oakland County Jait addition,
now under construction in Pontiac. When

by
ularly Livenia and Town-
ship, and the 17-community Confer-
ence of Western Wayne County. Po-
lice unions backed it. Bullard said
their differences had been resolved.
All area represcntatives support-
¢d House Blll 4538 except Demo-
crats William Kelth of Garden City
and James Kosteva of Canton, Both
were absent for the roll call.

One day-care zone
bill was defeated

A bill to prevent clties and villag-
s from keeping day-care homes out
of residential zones actually was de-
feated in the Michigan Legislature.
A report in Monday's editions incor-
-rectly said it passed.

Senate Bill 687, onc of three spon-
sored by Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills, was passed 71-23 In the
state House of Representatlves, but
the House tacked on ameandments
that made it different from the Sen-
ate verslon.

‘When the bill went back for Senate
cancurrence, senators voted 1918 to
concur — one vote short of the need-
©d 20,

Area senators voting yes besides
Faxon were Sens, Doug Cruce, R-
Troy, and Richard Fessler, R-Com-

merce.

Vollng no were Sens. Willlam
Faust, D-Westland, George Hart, D-
Dearborn, and Rudy Nichols, Re

Waterford.

Sen. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
had an excused absence.

Faxon said (he bills would help
many home-care providers out of a
'double bind” because cltics consld-
ered day care a business use, “A
woman who has been baby-sitting in
ber home for years may register
with the state and then discover that
she Ls breaking the zoning law in ber
own clty, This is a siluation that
needs to be remedied,” he sald.

Three blils were needed — one
each to amend state laws governing
cities and vlllages, townships and
counties. The bllls governing town-
ships and counties were passed, as
reportetd, and are on thelr way to
Gov, Blanchard for signatures.

There Is a possibility of another
vole on SB 687 when Lhe Scnate
meets at Dec. 29 to adjourn for the
year.

No bus changes
yet — SEMTA

Bus riders {n the Oakland and
wayne suburbs will see no schedule
changes, even though the Michigan
Legislature has passed a bil) drasti-
cally reorganizing 01? Southeastern

pand service to our riders.”,

The RTCC bill replaces the 15-
member SEMTA board with the so-
called Big Four: the mayor of De-
troit, the Oakland and Wayne county

Michlgan Transp

SEMTA gencral manager Albert
A. Martin called it “a positive step”
when the Leglslature last week ap-
proved a bill to reorganize public
transportatlon in the regfon.

»0n behalf of Lhe SEMTA board
and SEMTA staff,” Martin said the
bill Is “a positive step that bodes
well for the future.” ,

“The establishment of a Reglonal
fransit Coordinating Council with
the chief clected officials of the re-
glon as sitting members will bring

to public P
tion. It will also allow the expression
of a more unified front {n dealings
with federal and state governmenta.

“WE DO NOT anticipate_major
changes of any kind in SEMTA’s
present operating schedule. Nor will
the new legislation hinder SEMTA’s
ongolng effort to Improve and ex.

, and Lhe Macomb County
board chairman.

Detrolt will continue to operate its
Department of Transportation. Sub-
urban buses will be under a subur-
ban operating board.

Martin added, “1 am also pleased
al the general tone of the public
translt strategy for southeast Michi-
gan released in report form in mid-
November. The Metropolltan Trans-
it Development Committee, in re-
commending a 1 percent increase in
the state sales tax for transportation
use in Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb
counties, has isolated the one critical
clement necessary for improving
public transit services — a local
source of operaling money dedicated
for public transportation.”

The action was taken in House Bill
§571, which passed the Senate in the
Leglslature’s closing days.

Dangerous dog bill OK’d

Tho state Legislature passed one
bill to provide criminal penalties for
owners of dangerous d

logs.
The Housa of Representativea
&d $4-0 Thursday to concur in

plt bulls, a fighting breed. That mea.
sure, spo: by Sen. Joe Mack, D-
Ironwood, wras ridiculed by Rep. Mi-
chael Nye, R-Litchfield, who said,

The bill went down, 13 in favor
and 78 against, Among local
wmakers, only Rep. Gerald Law,
R-Plymouth, supported It.

I

can control exit doors and doors to prison-yr,

1
“Their (brokers) real purpose was it's opened about Feb. 1, this day room will ers' cells (in background). The $18 millionss
el

to intimldate the House members. be full of tables and chairs where prisoners tacility will hold 488 prisoners.
“Jt probably worked.
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