STREET BEATS

Before Or After puts
heartin thebeat

* By Larry 0'Connor
staff writer

Jim Stewart of Before Or After
has fire in his eyes. Through those
blue orbs, he's seen Lhe road of Nfe.

Or ot Jeast it seems that way after
driving for 60 minutes in rush hour
trafile to Livonia. Stewart has trav-
eled from the Downriver communlty
of Trenton to discuss Befere Or Af-
ter’s musle, Before Or After mem-

Bryan Kane had already ar-
rived 25 mioutes ago,

“After this interview, I'm golng to
kill you,” sald Stewart, greetiag his
partner in music, “This guy glves the
worst divections.”

Musleally, It's a dlfferent story.
The four-man dance outfit shares a
common tion,

Belore Or After Is trylng to make
a name for itself by presenting mu-
sic with a beat devoid of mindless

Tyries.

‘Their sound definitely has a Euro-
pop Navor to it. Vocals drone over a
fluid, rapld drum sound, Excepl
there's more of a sting to Before Or
Alter’s music, mainly due to the ex-
celtent atmospheric gultar work of
band member Mark Bower.

Before Or After 1s trying to fight
the rap that dance music doesn’t
have heart. Just mentlon the possl-
billty that his band might be gullty
of that draws an arched eycbrow
from Stewart, who appears to be
still suffering from white-line fever.

“Not our music,” Stewart said. “If
someone accused us of that, boy. . .
1don't know.”

WHAT BEFORE Or After does
know is that any fallure along the
way won't be from a lack of effort.
‘The group s featured on College Md-
sic Journal's “‘Certaln Damage —

IN CONCERT

® FUNHOUBE

Funhouse will perform (onight at
Jaggers, 3481 Ellzabeth Lake Road, Pon-,
tac. For more Information, call §81-
1700.

® NO RIGHT, NO WAONQ

No Right, No Wrong wiil perform to-
night at Rick’s American Cafe, 611
[ Ann Arbor, For more informa-
tion, call 996-2747.

® FRANK ALLIBON

Frank Alllson and the Odd Sox will per-
form Tuesday, Dec. 20, at Rick's Ameri-
can Cafe, €11 Church, Ann Arbor. For
tmore laformatlon, call 996-2747.

& WALK THE DOGMA
day, Dec. 20, 8t Jaggers, 3481 Ellzabeth’
Lake Road, Poatlac. For more informa-
thoa, call 4811700,
@ ROUGH HOUSE

Rou;
day, Dee. 21, st the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ana Arbor. For more Informaticn,
call 996-8355.
® GANGSTERFUN

Gangster Fun will perform on Wednes-
day, Dec. 21, at Paycheck’s Lounge, 2032
Caniff, Hamtramek. For more Inf
tlon, call 872-8934.

@ THE DEL-RAYS

‘The Del-Rays will perform on Wednes-
day, Dec. 21, at Rick’s American Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For more (afor
mation, call 998-2747,

REVIEWS

BEEN THERE. . .
— Something

Happens!

The band Something Happens! did
somelhing rather peculiar for a rela-
tively unknown entily outside of
thelr natlve Ireland, They released a
Aive album before thelr debut studio
LP. That's the musical eqaivalent of
putting on the shoe before the sock.

But It Is all apart of the grand
plan, if you will, Something Hap-
pens! forte bas always been the ener-
g£¥ they exude by playing live. And “1
Know Ray Harman " was quite a
stunning introduction.

So now we have the studlo version
of Something Happens! as “Been
There, Scen That, Done That”
gin lrmpart only) attempts to capture
tha

Vol. 13" compilation CD, which fea-
tures up-and-coming artists from
around the country. The group was
also featured oo the “Detroit Music
Scene™ album.

Before Or Alter Is busy at work on
its own LP, which is slated for a pos-
sible late winter release.

Before Or After formed {hree
years ago out of a friendship of stu-
dents at the University of Michigao
in Ann Arbor {“Don't print that"
Kane sald. “I don't want us pegged

as an Ann Arbor band. We don't play ,

“Loule Loule’ for the frat boys.”).

But things hadn't really kicked
into gear untll the band recently
added two ncw members this past
summer, former What If Thinking
drummer Al Waltz and Bower.

Origlinal band members, Kane and
Stewart, parted ways with the previ-
ous members, Kane sald they had
different goals. With a complete
Iineup, be believes the group Is more

foc
The chemlstry of the band works,
even though members come from
different ground
Stewart Is from Grosse e and Is
high schoo) English teacher at Tren-
ton High School. Kane Is from St.
Clair Shores and works in marketing
for Chevrolet. Waltz s from Wayne
and Is a commerclal driver. Then
there is Bower, who certalnly Iooks
intriguing in the band's photograph.

“RE DOES bis own makeup,” sald
Kane, slightly bemused, “That black
lipstick bas got to go. I guess he
wants Lo be different.”

Different, perhaps, but he serves
an Integral part in the creative spark
that makes Before Or After work.
Stewart marvels at how well band
members get along desplte coming
{rom different perspectives,

lead singer.

“Bryan and Mark are unbridled
cnergy,” sald Stewart, soundlng like
a person who teaches English. “They
come up with ideas and Lhey have
the energy to pursue them. Aland I,
while positive and forward moving,
are still organizers and observers.”

“I wouldn't say you were organiz-
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ers. I'm pretly organized,” Kane
said,

“No, you're right, Analytical.
Maybe we sitback. . "

“1don't know about that. I'm pret-
ty good at critiquing the band.”

“You are, I'm just making some
generalized statements about the

Before Or After includes K. Bryan Kane, bass/keyboards (from left), At Waitz, drums, Mark Bower,

band.”

The statements Stewart makes on
stage attempt to avoid the banal as
the case with most dance musle, He
said he Joves language. In addition to
English, he speaks Russlan and
Spanish.

The band's four-song demo tape Is

guitar and Jim Stewart, ’

“
tich with imagery. One tune, “You
Make It So Hard” has received air-
play on several radio stations around
the country. One reason, perhaps, is
they don't opt for sampling where n
line is repeated for 10 minutes. -
“We're a dance band you can lis.
ten to,” Kane sald. H

LOCAL :

Walk the Dogma will perform on Tuesday at Jaggers, 3481 Eliz-

abeth Lake Road, Pontiac.

® GREQ STRYKER BAND

‘The Greg Stryker Band will perform
Wednesday through Saturday, Dec. 21283,
at Jaggers, 3481 Ellzabeth Lake Road,
P;mauac. For more Information, call 831-
1700,

©® 10D:NE RAINCOATS
The lodine Ralncoats will perform on

Wednesday, Dec. 21, at The Beat, 315 N.
1o, Ann Arbor. For more

® TROPICAL CONNECTION

Troplcal Connectica will perform on
‘Thursday, Dec. 22, at The Blind Pig, 208
§. First, Ann Arbor, For more informa-
Uor, call 998-8553.

® ORANGE ROUGHIES

‘The Orange Roughles along with spe-
ciat guests, The Civillans, will perform
on Thursday, Dec. 32, al Alvin, $758
Cass, Detrolt. Proceeds will go to the

Ma
call 663-7758.

® INVAIN

ToValn will perform tonight at the
Blind Plg, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
more information, call 998-8555.

"or more
8322385,

@ ELVIS RITLER
Elvis Hitler will perform on Thursday,
Dec. 23, a\ Paychecks Lounge, 2932 Can-

foats over from

H; ? ah rqmms;mm
appens! shows a e
tial to appesl to both those who cling
to the alternative charts and people
with mainstream tastes as well.

And while the band cerlalnly earn
their rock'n'roll stripes with driving

pumbers llke ‘“Beach,” *“Incoming™
and “Burn Clear,” the finer
moments of this LP are cap! n
slow-moving, poignantly penned
lke “Both Men Crying” and
“Be My Love.” Tom Dunne’s vocals
are a steady stream of flawlessness
without b L He

VICTORY DAY
— Tom Cochrane

In rock’n'roll these days,
medlocrity is not a sin.

The latest album from Tom Co-
chrane and Red Rlder, “Victory
Day,” bears this out well.

In the early 1980s, Red Rider had
an FM radio hit with “Lunatic
Fringe.” The song was tallor-made
for the static rock that has dominat-
©d the alrwaves thls decade. Since
then, the band has traveled the same
musical path, but with less success.

Upon first listen, “Victory Day"
sounds most like one of Cochrane’s
Canadian countrymen, Bryao
Adams. After forther 00, one
can hear influences of Tom Petty,
Aerosmith and even Lou Reed. But It
sounds lke these artists on thelr

worst days.
The nlt]um‘t biggest weakness is

1
For the most

part,
Rappens! succeeds with plenty to -

spare. Many first-time listeners will
undoubledly be Impressed with the

charge these Dublin dudes put Into

thelr songs. The first two songs,
“Beach” and “Incoming.” are high-
voltage rockers by anyone's stand-
ards. Ray Harman (the person) goes
for the gusto with frenried guitar
numl :

%» much of the staff that’

has & knack of telling the inan
understated sort of way that gets
your atiention.

Tom Erdelyl

8 enough,
(better known (o most of us
Ramone) was

dic numbers. Yet Erdelyl lets Some-
thing Happens! fire all the guns when

It hasto,
— Larry O’'Connor

C 's songwriting. Writlng a
song s like walking a tightrope, and
Cochrane

cent to trite to fust plain inane.

The opening cut, ‘“Blg League,”
tells the tale of a bockey
star who dles in an acto accldent. Its

1if, Hamtramck. For more {nformation,
call 872-2934.

@ THE DIFFERENCE
The Difference wlll pert
with special guests, Walk the Dogma and
podrome, on Friday, Dec, 23, at Salnt
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detrolt.
For more information, call #61-MELT.

@ TRINIDAD STEEL

urch,
For more Information, call $38-2747,

® YIBRATORY BYNOD

Vibratory Synod will perform on Fri-
day, Dec, 23, at Paycheeks Lounge, 2032
Canlif, RumtrameXk. For more informa-
tlon, call 872-2934.

@ BLUEB BENEFIT

‘The Detrolt Blues Factory will present
its xanua) Christmas Benefit for the Chll-
dren's Home of Detrolt on Friday, Dec.

Jones will be Just some of the performers
who will appear. For more Iaformatlon,
call 3634194,

@ ARTIE WOLFF A THE PACK

Artle Wolff & The Pack will perform
on Friday, Dec. 23, at Grlf{'s Grill, 49 N.
Saginaw, Pootiac. For more information,
call 334-9292.

® ROBB ROY
Rodb Roy along with special guests,
Lezgue of Nations, will perform on Fri-
Y, at the Hamtramek Pub,
2042 Canlf!, of{ 1.75. For more Informa-
thon, call 3659760,

@ BOP HARVEY

Bop Harv
Dec. 28, at Alvins, 5758 Cass, Detroit. For
more information, call 832-23%5.

@ TEMPTATIORS

‘The Temptations and the Sploners will
periorm Wedncsday, Dec. 28, at the Fox
Theatre {n Detroit. Tickets are $22.50.

:y will perform oo Friday, -
v]

Here are the top 10 soags receiving air-
play on “Contamization and Corrosion,”
which is heard 7-8 p.m. Tuesdays oo
WORB-FM 203

1.“Soul Klss," Laugbing Hyenas.
2. “Looking for Trouble” The Dancisg

For more call $67-6000.
@ O'JAYS
‘The 0'Jays and iba Whispers will per-

form at 8 pm. Friday, Dec. 30, at Fox
‘Theatre in Detroit. Tickets are $15. For
more informatlon, call 587-6000.

® TED NUGENT

Ted Nugent will perform at the Third
Annual “Whiplash Bash™ at § p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 31, at Cobo Arena in Detrolt.

Tickets are $32.75. For more informa-
tlon, call 587-6000.

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 soags recelving alr-
play on WORB-FM, campus station for
Oakland Community College in Farming-
toa Hllls.

1. “Dancing Barefoot,” Feeties,

2.“Do You See,” Ilunters & Collectors.

3. “Valentine's Day,” Bllly Bragg.
4."City of Love,” Dreams So Real.

5. “Kissability,” Sosie Yosth.

6, “Chord of Souls,” Flelds of Nephltim,
7.“2541," Grant Hart.

8. “Ornaments of Gold,” Slowxies & The

Banibees.
9. “Charlie,” James.
10. “Incubation.” Joy Divisios.

on “Calling America™ and “Vacatios
(in My Mind)."

The record does bhave some
highlights. “Saved by the Dawn,” &
quallty Instrumental, features a
heavy steel guitar over cryptic per-
cussicn that sounds llke {'s right olf
a recent Peter Gabriel album.

HEARTBREAK
HOTEL T

Elvis Presley is still dead, so far
as we know, but that doesn't stop
RCA from coatinuing to cash in on
his pame and legend.

That means a soundirack to
“Heartbreak Hotel,” the Elvis fanta-
3y film that briefly flickered across
metroplex screens this fall, coupled
with release of the King’s most com-
plete greatest hits package on com-
pact disc. (And on gold CDs at that)

Me™ — an essential

found among the 50 bits package.
Kelth, who plays Elvis in the mov-

le, possesses a

country- voice,

And If you balf close yoor

staring at the back cover

3. “In Your Eyes,” Lost Patrol.

4. “Across the Street,” The Colors.

5, “No More Fun.” Peisty Cadavers.  -*
6. “Eyesuck.” Viv Ausuldren, o
7.1 Want More,” Jzak Mookeys. .
8.“Eye Patch,” Orange Roughles. .
. "Flesh and Blood,” SBL.C.

10. “Voices of the Dead,” AL.D.

CLASSICAL -

Here are the Dick Wallsce's 10 mas}-
requested sclections on WQRS-FAL -

1. “Rodeo Excerpta,” Coplasd. E
2.“Symphony No. 2.” Schabert. ~;
3. “Plana Concerto No, 1, Beethoven. *
4. “Symphoay No. 39" Mazart.
5. “Overture to Benvenato Cellin,™ Bed

Tioz.
8. *Flying Dotchman

Overture,”
2. “Sympboay No. €9,” Heyda. =
8 “Pictures at an Exhibition,” Massog-

aky.
9.“Peer Gynt Sulte No. 1.” Grieg. B
10, “Westside Story Excerpts,” Bernatets.
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And as for Kell
you
. Tent out the Auburn HIls nd .
together . we'll go make om;!m
pome N P K: :.
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