Pegasus horses, with eight-toot wing spans, .are suspended
from the atrium in the lobby of the Grand Traverse Resort as
part of its Northwoods Fantasy Holiday.

Northwoods Fantésy
time is running out

If.you're Interested in a Christmas

with a different twist, this weekend

Is the last weekend for the North-
woods Fantasy Holldoy at Grand
Traverse Resort Village.

Flve types of accommodatlons are
available — hotel ($140 per person
double occupancy), studlo ($135 per
person double occupancy), tower

one-bedroom cando (3165 per person

By Armand Gebert
spoclal writer

Grand Traverse Resort Village
fee is a place that would even
melt the heart ef old Scrooge.

This holiday season the resort vil-
lage, located six miles north of Trav-
eru Cny. is wrnpped in glitter and

resort president
Pau] Nlne, whn pumped $340,000
into Chrstmas lights and decorations
for his “playground.”

. 'The village — rated four stars by

Moblii and four diamonds by AAA —
Is 1it up by 150,000 miniature lights,
spaced across 434 miles of electrical

. cord, It's transformed the

resort into
what some of the locals call “the big
sparkle.*

Nine, a 48.year-old lawyer-en-
trepreneur, spared neither his wal-
let, his staif'a efforts or himself for
bis Northwoods Fantasy Holiday.

The fantasy Is the latest Ialk in
what was once a quiet, small and in~
conspicuous residential resort area,
now an elegant tourist Mecca that
sprawls across a §20-acre site and
boasts 750 rooms, sultes and con-
dominium villas.

The idea of the “big sparkle” was
conceived more than a year ago, It's

geared to operate for only four
n in21dl

Christmas,

“We wanted and got the best, the
ultimate,” Nine' said recently, tick-
ing off some of the mdlvldual proje
ccts that made it possible — Interior
and exterlor lighting designers and
5§00 bours of installation, plus anoth-
er 100 or 50 hours to install the herds
of Muminated deer.

THERE ALSOD were auditions and
interviews with candidate producers
to create an ord Christmas mu-
slea) revue featuring New York and
Los Angeles talents, and artistin.
structors to teach guests how to
make stained-glass ornaments.

“We work hard to produce fun and
" he sal

double
condo ($135 per person, {four people
10 a room).

‘The package price for children Is
$43 for those 4 to 12 years of age and
$75 for those 13 years and older.

For more Information and reser.

{8165 per person double occupancy), vatlons, call 1-800-678-1308,

The result is a weekend package
which ranges In price from $135 to
$165 per person, depending on the
type of accommodations selected.

The price includes a ticket to the
Northwoods Fantasy Hollday dinner
musical, a Sunday brunch, a class in
stained-glass ornament making, sto-
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ry hours for children, use of the
hulth club facilitles (two Indoor
swimming pools, whirlpools, saunas
and welght rooms), free plrklnllnd
e b i
e nearby Cherry Cap!
A fresh northern Michigan Doug-
las flr wreath, boxed and ready for
travel, is pmenlad to departing

‘u:here are court time fees for four
indoor tennls courts and four rac-
quelball courts.

‘Twinkling opulence bathes visitors -

even before being welcomed at the
compound's maln buildlog, the Tow.
er, a 17-story copper-toned glass
structure on a hill overlooking
Grm:"l!“mverae Bay.

from _ foof
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THE mwm's lnbby also Is a
blaze of white lights. At certaln
hours of the day, visitors are greeted
by urolm. assembled before a 15-

t Christmas tree, decorated by
ln].mausd skating bears.

e tree soars into the Jobby
:.kyllghl, where a quartet of white
fying Pegasus horses with eight-foot
wing spans s suspended. Thelr red
sgatin ribbon reins are controlled by a
palr of snow geese in a white sleigh.

Twenty-two havdmade animals —
racoons, skunks, deer and muskrats

-- play near a running creekbed and’

& fantasy forest.
A live Santa elf Is perched atop
stool belore a cobblestone fireplace,

the Tower glows with Lfe-slzed leap-
ing deer, made of manzanita vines,
interwined with white lights, Thelr
playground is one of the resort’s two
18-hole golf course.

Enormous garlands of lghts, fes.
tooned between lamps posts along
the route, are punctuated with
}cnlng gold stars and geometric ob-

leading to -

kling logs. The
elf reads Chrlnmu tales to the
smailer set, while their parents
roam through the Gallery of Shops
— 20 shops that sell everything from
dried cherries to designer fashions.
The dlaner theater features 2 bul-
fet with a variety of salads, three
different entrees (fish, beef or fowl),
‘ as well as vegetables and a groaning

dessert table.

the Trilllum

try and “Jingle Bells” to the “Hal-
lelujah Chorus.”

SHOULD ANYONE question the
xullty of this fantasy, they might
wa

square-foot lap pool, enclosed by
mn walls and a part{al glass

Dark falls early and last long in
Michigan's north country. So it's not
improbable that a skeptic could be
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Kingsley a la Carte

Ushering in the new ycar at the .
Kingsley is a Bloomfield tradition. This
year, dance the night away with
“Persuasion®, a 6 plece variety band.

£After the party’s over, plan on
spending the night with us. Our holiday
rate on il accommodations will make it
possible. Plan now. Reservations

. recommended.
Enjoy dinner while you dance. A select

limited menu will be served in the Dlnner and dance in the Gnnd

balliraom thr the ing. Party with the “P
favors, champagne toast and midnight chlmplgne toast, party favors, 3
snack bar included. Cash bar available. k , overnight stay, Sunday

35,00 per person, Pre-paid cover charge. . brunch, secnnd night free. $97.00 per
person plus tax and gratuity.

Speclul menus will be featured in all

the Kingsley restaurants. You can plan

your evening the way you want, Enirees

from 19.95.

Sulte. overnight dinner and dancing
package, second night free. $117.00 per
person, plus tax and gratuity.
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Resort creates fantasy to celebrate yulet- de !



