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2 Beautiful wreaths, garlands and
Jsnterns 1ight Lhe way to Crossroads
_ZViiage and the Huckleberry Rail-
voad In the heart of Genessee County
-nnrﬂw! Fliot,
- &7 Christmas at Crossroads Village
“and a tour on the steam-
Huckleberry Railroad hay become a

year {o marvel at the duphyﬂ;z
'.(omu@umkmmmutbevu-
i lage for the Roliday season.
‘Adults ply’.’ris 1o ride tha steam
otive -and to

was originally d
.80 degrees bdm' 2ET0 DOAT

! binks, Alaska. The restored coaches,
- i oldest of which was bullt in 1675,

Villzge

lyplul community of the late lll&
1880s and many of the bull
lnve been moved to the sile from

Genesea County and more distant
parts of Michigan. Village fathers
bave tried to recreate the lifestyles
and folk art of the time realistically.
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In Laptand, just about evaryona owns reindeer llke this gentle-

land, Finland.

trapping community. Today, it
serves another audience.

Children delight In the huge
Christmas tree, decorated with pop-
corn, candles and cornacoplas, filled
with every variety of holiday
dla. nluslnled signs also explaln

trees were lotro-
duoed to um United States from Ger-
many and how country people made
the first decorations by hand.

Codlwater Chapel offera atill an-
other holiday dlversion. Church

printing on an old-fashioned hand bell ringers, madrigal singers
press, . and bell choir groups perform for
The village opeu:d in 1976 with  visitors who fill the church.

six buil and has _grown con- The wood-framed chape] was Bullt

stantly since then. The Buxxell }n 1890 to serve a :EnlIlJGmn‘::

House, with Its pillared porch and g community vings

triangular Ly t, reflects the County. Many wedding ceremonies

Greek Revival style of ara s the chapel a1

1t was the first to  are Sunday worship services.

the village 1n 1968 from ‘) at Cr ds Village
has 30! {or every visl-
tor. Caroling in the streets, paper or-

and
" make visitors fee) they have partici-

man who tends to a part of hie herd outside Rovanieml, Lap-

pated In a merging of Christmas
past and present.
“The ‘GIft of the Magl” Is per-

{ormed cvery evenlag in the opera
house on the second floor of the his-

Crossroads-Village i

Christmas:

By ltis Ssnderson Jones
contribuling travel editor

Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer
wouldn't last many yuletide seasons
in Finland.

If ke runs wild above the Arcti¢
Circle, where any self- g
Finnish relndeer lives, he is owned
by one of the 4,000 Lapps who llve
there, and be's in trouble. If be sur-
vives (he great fall relndeer round-
up, he will probably end up pulling a

tourist through the Aretle af-
ternoon In a relndeer safari.

According to the Finnlsh Tourist
Board, Santa Claus lives In the Finn.
ish province of Lapland, officlally
deslgnated Santa Claes Land, specid-

Ically ln Santa Claus Village outside .

Sanu und.l 300,000 letters a year
to kids all over the world, but there
is nothing he can do about Rudolph
in a world that loves smoked rein-
deer meat and reindeer safs

Most Americans don't visit Lap-
land when tbe Swedes, Norweglans
and especially the Germans come to
canve, hike and even hunt rabbits
during June, July and August.

THEY COME In midwinter when
the sun comes up at 11 2.m. and goes
down at 2 p.m.

If you thought Santa Claus llved at
the North Pole, look at the map —
not that flat map in an Atlas, but the
northern end of & globe.

Check omt the Arctic Circle. It
rings the North Pole and encloses
northern Alaska, part of the Canadi-
an Northern Territories, most of
Greentand, the northern third of
Norway, Sweden and Finland and
the northern edge of the Soviet Un-

ion,

According to Eino Sluraninen of
Finland's Ou!u Univeraity, all the
people who llve withln that circle
have some things in common.

All, except the Fionish Saamt de-
veloped lmrn the Mongolald race,
They all within six liogulstie
Eroups and have all adapted to a
harsh landscape In similar ways.

And they all have relndeer. Reln-
deer were wandering around when
the Finos entered present-day Fin-
land at the time of the birth of
Christ,

THE LAPPS had to put up with
the usual coming and golng of Invad-
ers over the centuries, but in modern
all the Scandinavian countries

bave recognized thelr hereditary
- right to flsh, bunt and herd relndecr.

‘The Fi Lapps have been
herdlng Rudulpph and his lriend: for
a lopg time; in the 20th century,
they've bwumuud it under the
Unlon of Reindeer Ratsing Districts,
Any Finnish citizen who lives in one
of u:e 56 reindeer districts can own

rel.ndcer bas a mark cut in
his wmd 1s registered, 30 he be-
longs to somebody, whether he is
moseying through a back yard pas-
ture or wandering wild.

1 wish I could tell you that Ru-
dolph and company wander in pas-
tures with bells on, but the truth is
that reindeer are herded by motor-
ized sleighs, walkie talkies and alr-

planes.

1n October-Novernber, the round-
up and the festivals begin. During
the roundup, the relndeer are driven
into corrals and counted. The

Taking a step back to a Christmas of lon

toric Rorton-Colwell Bullding, which
also houses the genera) store, a US,
Post Office, whichk puts the Cross.
roads stamp on thousands of visitors’
Christmas cards every year, and the
village cafe, where visitors warm up

ROBERTA BCHWATIZ

spectacle of lights with an old-fash-

Toned flavor on weekends during the holiday season.

Mirva Salmels siilt wears La-
plandere’ native costume.

newborn are marked with the brand
of their mother. About a third of the
relndeer are slaughtered to provide
more than million pounds of
meat annually,

REINDEER hides, destined to be
rugs or wall hangings, are also a big
tourlst item in Finland.

If Rudolph Is sull around, he is
probably cavorting through Santa
Claus Village six miles out of Rovan-
ieml or recovering from the Christ-
mas tourists.

When the governor of the province
of Lapland proclaimed the whole
province Sacta Claus Land and San-
ta's personal domaln In December
1984, he knew what he was doing,
Relndeer herding may be a great old
Industry but tourism is even better.

Santa's official post offlce da-
temarks letters to kids all over the
world, The largest number are deliv-
ered within Finland, but the second
largest amount go to Japan, fol-
lowed by Australla, Italy, Sweden
and the Unlted States.

Santa gels thelr names and ad.
dresses from visltors who wrile
them in a book In one of Santa's
workshops. Hls elves make many
Finnlsh crafts and sell gifts, but T
warn you, Finnish prices are ex-
tremely high,

YOU DON'T have to buy. Take
plctures or read Santa's blography.
He was born “a long time ago” and
knows all the different national
Christmas customs, lke who gets
gifts down the chimney and who gets
them in the zhoe,

If you want to get In on all this,
you can of course take the plane that
flles in every year from London, but
most people take the Santa Claus
flight from Helsinki, They visit San-
ta Claus Village and a reindeer farm
(very scruffy reindeer, folks, sorry),
get a reindeer-driving lesson and
certlficate, go through a Lapp cere-
‘mony for crossing the Arctic cirele,
have a t sauna and settle down
for a flery glass of Koskonkorva at
the local Rantasipl hotel, center of
Rovanlemi seclal tlfe.

You can do a jeep safari, a snow-
mobile safarl, a wilderness safari,
ride the Finnlsh bobsled slide down
(he nearby mountain, or really do it
up brown wilh a three day reindeer
and snowmoblle safari,

For more Information, contact
Rudolph at (he Finnlsh Tourist
Board, 855 Third Ave.,New York,
N.Y. 10017,

g ago

wilh hot chocolate and colfee.

ONE BIT OF advice is in order
(or visltors,

To enjoy the Christmzs visit, it's a
good Idea to dress warmly. No
amount of apple cider or bot choco-
late can keep you warm and com-
fortable, if you don't wear beavy
scarves and wool mittens Lo ward off
the winter winds.

Another hint may be In order.
The village is aboot a €0-mile

ch
Vllhge off I-75 or 1-89 to 1473, Exit
on Carpen d (Exit lt cﬂ I-
475) and follow the signs to

lage.
l-‘or additional information, write
Guusee County Pnrh and Ree-
on Commission, G-5055 Branch
l\oad, Flint 43508 or call (313) 736-

0 md‘vmuahnpenlm!-

p.m. y Sunday
wckeod In Becermber. Speril rice

are avalladle for persons 80 years

ll'n;ilolder and tour groups. Parking




