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; E'RE STRONG believers in a munici-
W pa{lscode of ethics for Farmington
Hills. .

‘Municipal ethics
Let public help develop code

But without bubllc feedback and
invoivement, a code, no matier

But a(lér Mayor-elect Terry
Al i and il

"Sever, o Vagi

man-elect Philip Arnold propose a cede based on
clty manager William Costick’s sample, the pro-
- posal should be made public and a hearing set.

-+ We've long held that a code of ethics — bol-
-stered by ble ways to com-
plaints, publici fons and vi-
.olators — would give all city officials and em-
playees a clear-cut code of standards to work by.

But without public feedback and .inv::lve‘mcnﬁ,

how ientiously developed,
would be suspect.

for private gain, giving preferential treatment to
any group or person, Josing independence or im-
partiality, and tarnishing the confidence of the
public or the Integrity-of city government.

For the sake of emphasis, we repeat what we
have urged the code development commlittee to

a code, no matter how P
would be suspect.

Questlons would naturally arise about the city
manager and city counci! setting ethical stand-
ards for themselves and clty workers.

As we stressed In supporting a code of ethics
Dec. 8, public officlals and en-

address: T councll

bers, planni and zoning
board members and private Industry; election
practices, especlally as they relate to city em-
ployees; council bers' responsibilities be-
Iorcz during ?ind after spending public money for
an i

)! are
~dowed with a trust that must be held to the high-
“est possible standard.

* COSTICK'S SAMPLE code aptly drives home
the point that public officials and employees
Jearn such trust through the quality of their in-
tegrity and conduct. )

The sample code highlights such key areas as
gratuitles, use of Information, financial disclo-
\sure, business dealings, suppression of public in-
formation and use of city property.
+. It gencralizes aboyt the kinds of actions public
servants should skirt: using pubtic employment

‘Tree proposal

. LUNTLY PUT, Farmington Hills’ pro-
posed tree protection ordinance would
have done more good a decade ago —

before the building boorn of the mid "80s.

The city is now 85 percent developed. But the

" proposal, which requires a city permit to remove

..many kinds of trees, could still help save land-

~mark or mature trees on remaining land slated

{for development.
1f such an ordinance saved even one mature or
landmark tree from indlscriminate removal, it

{ will have served its purpose.

But we :hgree with homeowners tho object to

al ted single-f.

c 0 p 8!
1 ily lots. Non-occupied single-family lots are an-
1 other matter. .
i We're all for tree protection. But we don't
think the city shauld be in the business of infring-
ing on homeowner rights,

Besides, an ordinance regulating how many
trees that homeowners can remove in a glven

; and the p of
conducting councll business over the telephone.

We also have called for a mechanism to insu.
late the city and city ion
from councll politics. Publlc servants should
have the right to seek advisory opinions.

State law already forbids public servants from
soliciting or belng party to a contract with the
public entity they serve,

A code drawn up by the people it's intended to
serve — without public fnquiry — is really no
code at all. It Jacks a vital element: the view of
voters.

Too extreme

is overbearing

many homeowners would be apt to turn in neigh-
bors? The ordinance alse lacks an appeal pro-
cess,

MOST LANDMARK' or valued mature trees
are in older developed sections of the city where
homeowners know the fine polnts of woed-lot
management. Exeept in rare instances, mosl
homeowners who have mature trees aren't apt to
irresponsibly strip their land. .

Even city manager William Costlck acknowl-
edged that the ordinance’s inlent is to alert de-
velopers up front, at site plan submission, “that
they oughl to save trees, that we want trees
saved.”

We agree with councllman Aldo Vagnozzi that
the ordinance should cover utility casements and
rights of way. We agree wlith resident Martin
Krohner that violators not only pay a fine of up
to $500 per tree removed but replace each tree
with one of equal value.

" rdue in

year without a permit is How

In school

the secularization of Christmas. But the
trend continues and maybe it should —
at least for part of the holiday,

Many religions celebrate holidays this time of
year, The original celebration was the winter
isolstice, which marked the point at which the sun
was lowest on the horizon,

Now Jews celebrate a winter festival and
Christians a holy day in December, Hanukkah
commemorates a military victory, while Christ-
mas marks the birth of a savior for Christians.

There is a difference, however, between a re-
ligious holy day and a secular holiday. The holy
day implies certain obligations, and its public
observance in an increasingly pluralistic society
becomes difficult.

FOR DECADES, Christians have bemoaned

SENSITIVITY TO the issue has caused some
school districts, such as Livonia, to limit cele-
to secular r ition of figures like
1Santa Claus. In other districts, from Bloomficld
VHills to Rochester schools, the use or non-use of
1 Christmas 1s is stirring up pro-
1 tests,
) Parents are projecting fantasies of what they
)think the holiday should be like. Their unrealistic
rexpectations are a cause for concern,
! About 100 supporters of a campaign to put
\“Christmas back into Bloomfield Hills Schools”
imet last week, calling for the school board to
lallow Christmas celebrations in grades K-12,
{They also asked for a more responsive board and
»a “God-centered curriculum,” a thought that
tought to strike fear in any freedom-loving heart.
i Toby Jones, a co-founder of the protest group
V' TORCH (Taxpayers Organization to Restore Cul-
1tural Heritage), even had the audacity to pro-

3

Far

A tree pi b
Hills. But it should be practical.

Peace, goodwill worth celebrating

claim that “Christmas is the most important hol-
fday in Amerfca and in the world.”
By whose standard, we wonder.

IN ROCHESTER, the debate i3 every bit as
spirited but less dogmatic,

In one Instance, 150 staff members signed a
petition asking that Christmas activities not be
taken out of the schools,

“It's far richer to add than to take away,” said

Madeleine Ad an y school teach-
er who started the petition. “The changing com-
munity provides us with an opportunity to grow
and to respect one another’s cultural experiene-
es.”

How do we resolve the status of Christmas,
with its significance as a national and religious
holiday, and Its observance In the schools? Per-
haps the answer lies partially in realizing that
there are many reasons to celebrate Christmas,
both as a holiday and as a holy day.

THE JEWISH Community Council has’exam-
ples of what are appropriate observances. They
include education about religious freedom, inter-
cultural p g on the d t
of soclety, use of religious symbols as models of
self-expression, religlous musle appreciation and
an excused absence for religious holidays.

Inappropriate observances include organized
prayer, public display or presentation of relig-
lous 1s in school, religious plays or pro-
grams and singing religlous songs or carols.

Certalnly holy day services and commemora-
tions belong at home and in church. But there is
plenty of room In school for teaching the secular
values of peace and goodwill on which this earth
must revolve.

‘That Is a trend to foster.

Focusing the s-po—tlight
on some of what’s nice

WITH THANKSGIVING just past
and New Year's just ahead, the in-
terlude is a fitting time to spotlight
some of what's nice about Farming-
ton and Farmington Hlils:

® Farmington Hills' Heritage
Park — a nature lover’s haven any
time, it's a wintertime treat, what
with skilng, stedding, skatlng and
snowshoelng.

© Thie Farmlington Historical Mu.
seum -~ spruced up for the holidays,
it's a special dellght for local history
buffs this time of year,

@ Farmington booster Walt Sund-
quist — a Keep Michigan Beautiful
Hall of Famer, his historic home on
Grand River, just cast of the Down-
town Farmington Center, looks
great in its holiday finest.,

e Farmington Mayor Dick
Tupper — a Goodfellow who, as gen-
cral chairman the past 17 yeors, has
helped make Christmas a true re-
flectlon of the Farmington Area
Goodfellows' motto: “A Time to
Share — A Time to Care,”

® The Councll of of

since blossomed Into an effective
liaison to ¢ty government.

® City clerk Kathy Dornan —
who despite becoming Farmington
Hills' new clerk just three months
before the fall election, always
sported a friendly hello no matter
how often a reporter called for a
pre-election update,

® Farmington Public Schools
deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
agan — who, despite a technleal
background, s able to publicly dis-
cuss the complexities of school fi-
nanelng in casy-to-grasp terms.

® D D Au-

@ Farmington resldent Kay
Briggs — a terrific little lady who is
well deserving of her latest acco-
lade: the Farmington/Farmington
Hlils Chamber of Commerce Cltizen
of the Year Award.

® Massie Kurzeja and George
Roberts — for making the rest of
Farmington Hills realize Section 38,
now Olde Town, I3 Indeed a vital
part of the eity.

e Farmington Hills councll
watcher Vernon Kielplnski — who
not only has heightened awareness
about the tragedy of child abuse and
the plight of the homeless but has
kept public attention trained on
these gripplng concerns.

® The St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Center — the Daughters of
Charity center in Farmington Hills
is eelebrating 60 years of celebrat-
ing the child." Orphans, abused kids
and unwed teenage mothers have all

thority executive direclor Wendy
Strip Sittsamer — who has insplra-

Farmington Hills — which van into
credibility problems over exactly
who it represeated shortly after it
was revived In 1986 but which has

tionally p s
central business district while over-
seelng the first phase of the DDA's
$1.4-million streetscape Improve-
ment project.

@ Farmington Hills res(dents Liz
and Bill LaKritz — who cared
cnough about the less fortunate to
enlist the support of frlends and
family in tossing a Thanksgiving eve
party for 80 needy guests identified
through the Salvation Army.

Farmington readers’ forum -

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and telephone num-
ber of the writer. None can be relurned. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficlent reason. Letlers should be limited to 300 words in most cases. We
reserve the right to edit them. Send lelters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farminglon 48024,

Coverage was
appreciated

To the edllor:

‘What a wonderful surprise to see
(he full-page article about the Amer-
fean House Music Makers (Nov. 24).

1 was away when the paper came
out, but several sources supplled me
with the article. It was much more
than we might have expected.

Betty Hooghton,
Sauthfietd

Keeping folks
well informed

To the edltor: .

Congratulations to the Enterprise-
Observer on its 100th anniversary.

You asked for “Memories,” I re-
member, oh yes, I remember,

From my childhood on, through
school days, married years, teaching
carcer, and now in retirement activis
ties, the Enterprise, and now the Ob-
server, has been, and is, my lifellne
to the community,

‘The “old Enterprise” — yes, it

in detall, the
of this Little Pond. Columns, written
by local residents, told of the local
activities of various parts of the
area: Westpoint (Seven Mile and

Is confined to her bed with the flu.”

Church schedules and actlvities
were listed.

The “High School Tattler” was a
paper-within-a-paper. High school
volunteer students gathered, wrote
about and brought to the Enterprise
news of cach grade, class happenings
and athletle and social news:

“Third Grade: Most of the pupils
have thelr multiplicaton tables
learned up to the fcars.” “Fifth
Grade: Miss Steele’s Invitation to the
students to sce the plctures of Yel-
towstone Nalfonal Park at her home
was appreciated by them.”

Programs and assemblies were
given and written up. News of the
rural scheol districts were also
printed. (The arca schools were not
consolldated until 1944.)

‘The town library, which was on¢
small room at the side of the Town
Hall (now the Masonic Temple), real-
1y kept track of books — “Persons
holding the following books, please
. turn them to the library: ‘Rivers
End,’ ‘Grandpa‘s Little Glrl, ‘Girl
{from Montana.’”

Headlines told of the important

“New water mains a pressing
emorial erected to our sol-
diers.” “Fruit show big feature.”

Professlonal cards took up a col-
umn: attorney-at-law, doctors, auec-
tloncer, Perkins' Orchestra, Interior
Tile Co., monuments, painting and
paper hanglng, etc.

The Detrolt United Lines printed
its timetables — to Detrolt, to Pontl-
and then on to

roads), C!
North Farmington, Farmington it-

sell.
“Miss Helen Bradley is spending
this week in Detroft” “Mr. SD.
Harger returned Saturday from a
10-day vacation trip to Chicago, his
old home.” "Walter Switzer is enjoy-
ing a Chevrolet car.” “Mr. Carl Cox

Dick Isham general manager

ace, to
ll:ymouth and Wayne and Ann Ar-
¥

Vitat statlstics were always noted:
births, deaths, marriages. My own
weddlng, 50 years ago last shmmer,
was lovingly delineated In grew, de-
tall, as was my mother and father's
back in 1902,

—— Bhseruer & Eccentric Newspapers e

Steve Barnaby managing edilor
Susan Roslek assistant managing editor

Richard Brady advertising manager °
Fred Wright circulalion manager

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Agintan presidens

The Observer has carrled on this
great tragition, but has broadened
its scope, and appears twlce a week
rather than keeplng to the former
weekly publication,

It still keeps the residents of the
area well informed; and may it con.
tinue to do so for at least another
century.

Katbryn Rubert Briggs,
Farmington Hills

Rates are not
available to all

To the editor:

Recently, there was 2 mis-
representation In Sld Mittras col-
umn In your publication which 1
would like to correct.

Mr. Mittra reported, in a column
on wrlting as a hobby-turned-busi-
ness, that the American Society of
Journalists and Authors Is able to
furnlsh, on request, rates paid for ar-
tlcles submitted to specific publica.
tons. This is untrue,

The ASJA s the nationwide organ-
izalion of independent nonfiction
writers. Members report current
book advances and article and other?
{ees In our monthly newsletter; how-
ever, this information (s confidential
— for ASJA members’ use only —
and s not avallable to the general
public. Access to such timely and ac-
curate information is one of the ma-
Jor benefits of membershlp in the
ASJA

We have been getting many re-
quests for a “rate sheet” as a result
of this article. We would appreciate
your setting the record stralght.

Alexandra Cantor,
executlve director, ASJA
New York




