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Challenging public officials to be open .

THE STATE Legislature played a
nice little trick en the Blg Four when
it passed the transportation reorgan-
ization bill,

The Big Four, you'll recall, are the
Oakland and Wayne county execu-
tlves, the mayor of Detrolt and the
chairman of the Macomb County

. In recent years, they have
come logether sporadically, behind
closed doors, to pow-wow over ma-
jor Issues affeeting the reglon,

At their request, the Leglslature

made the Blg Four the new Reglonal
T P Councll, rep! g
the 15-member board of the
Southeastern Mlchigan Transporta-
tion Authorlty.

Well, the RTC is a public body em-
powered by stale law to exerclse
govenmental authority, It Is gov.
erned by the Open Meetings Act.

And since the Big Four are the
RTC, they come under the Open
Mectings Act. It's that simple.

The Open Meetings Act provides
only a short list of things that a pub-
lc body can dlscuss behind closed
doors. Even when it closes the doors,
the publlc body must keep minutes
and can't vote In secret.

DAN MURPHY, the Oakland
County exccullve, Is aware of the
forthcoming change. I talked to him
about it. It doesa’t bother him.

“Dan's the most open guy there
is,” says one of his colleagues, cor-
rectly.

Ed McNamara, the Wayne County
exccutlve, Is much the same.

But Detrolt Mayor Coleman
Young? That's another matter, As a
mayor, he doesn’t deal with the Opes
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Meetings Act, but he has some
strong views on the Freedom of In-
formatlon Act — all negative,
Young Jet the economic develop-
ment director go to jail before re-
vealing public information.
year Young let the city attor-
ney go to jell for hidiog records
about the $40 milllon hosing the clty
took on buylng and selling machin-

ery in (he Chrysler land deal.

Over the weekend, two cily chem-
Ists who work in the sewage treat-
ment plant were punished for giving
technical papers at a meeting of the
Detroit River Bl-Natlonat Public Ad-
visory Council without prior city ap-
proval,

The chemlsts contended It was all
public information anyway. Tough
luck. They were suspended for three

doys.

it will be Interesting to see
Young's attitude when and if he real-
izes the Blg Four must meet in pub-
Ue as of the day in January the RTC
act becomes law.

NEWSPAPERS, this one Included,
found themseclves printing clariflca.
tions about reports on the state Leg-
Islature’s closing days, Dec. 6-8.

The Legislature let bllls pile up
and things in a rush in the
closing hours.

The Senate, In Its flnal session,
took 182 roll call votes compared to
741 in the rest of the entire year, The
House {ook 160 roll call votes —
Rep, Lyn Bankes of Livonia said it
was a one-dny record — compared
10 909 for the rest of year.

The Senate gave 53 bills final pas.
sage on the final day. The House
gave 108 bllls final passage. Togeth-
er, 31 percent of all bllls passed by
both chambers for the year came
during the (Inal day.

Why? A lot of it is screw-around
games: | won't pass your chicken bill
unless you pass my widget bill. A lot
Is sloppy work hablts, particularly
among House leaders who tend to
put off everything to the [ast minute.

1 FELT particularly sad for the
women seeking laws to allow them
to do day-care work in thelr homes
desplte local zonlng ordinances, To
accomplish thefr goal, they needed

separate bills — one each to
amend city, towaship and count;
laws, N

During its final 21-hour day, the
Senate failed to concur in House
amendments, and the city zoning blll
falled. Unless the Senate acts on it
during 1is formal adjournment ses.
sion Dec. 29, those women will have
wasted two years of work.

Tim Richard, political writer
and columnist, is the
County editor of the Observer &
Eccentric Newpapers.

Seeing our worst fears
all become nightmares

IT'S TRULY a shame how para-
nold we've become,

We must worry about where we
g0, when we go there and who's lurk-
ing around every corner because, It
seems, someone’s always there to
harm us. What a pity,

Years ago, the bogyman was used
as an [maginary way to get children
to obey. Today, parents don't dare
use such a character — because the
bogyman has become a real life
character in Everytown, US.A,

He has spawned parental paranoia
in Jack and JHt Average who wonder
what will become of thelr children in
a world where crime is on (he in-
crease and — as the police always
tell us — knows 10 boundaries.

Because of thls understandable
fear, an incident that occurred last

mer of

I agree that parents, teachers,
principals, police and all of us need
to be watchful, and maybe even ex-
tra careful today, But that's the pity
of itall.

We're always complaining that
“no one knows thelr nelghbors any-
more.” It's not that people today

tary who had the good judgment to
advise parents about the incident
and that potlee were Investigating.

ONE PARENT was apparently
upset encugh to contact a daily
newspaper and offer one version of
the story.

With the media hot on the tallof a
rapist of young school glrls in De-
treit, that parent’s report became a
short article, which, in turn, became
a story on a morning radio news

week in the
Farmlngton Hills had some parents

On one of those bitter cold morn-
ings, two upper elementary-age chil-
dren — a girl and a boy — were ap-
proached by an elderly man who
lived near them, who had warmed
hls car and offercd the children a
ride to school. They declined.

The Incldent was reported to the
princlpal at Willlam Grace Elemen-
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which, in turn, led metro
televisfon statlons to jump on the

story.

You get the idea.

This feeding frenzy did nothlng to
stem the parental fears. It dld not
glve Insight into pollce investiga-
tions, but simply acted to fan the
flames. Pollce told the Observer Fri-
day Lhey had questioned the man,
and (hat the sltuatlon appeared tnno-
cent, Only the man knows for sure.

ING DIAMONDS
CHRISTMAS DIAMOND SALE

HOWARD'S HAS THE HOTTEST STYLES,
LARGEST SELECTION, HIGHEST QUALITY
AND THE BEST PRICES

DIAMOND EARRINGS (TOTAL WT.)

Ralail $180
% Caral .. (7ecos) Ralail $200 ONLY *100
113 Catsl T.w.os00f) Relali $300 ONLY 1150

. @s00k) Ralaii$400 ONLY 200

aren't hborly, or friendly, It's
that they're alrald to reach out and
help because they're afrald of get-
ting slapped down.

Cur man In Farmington Hllls may
have noticed the nlp in the alr and
remembered how cold it was when
he walked ¢o school 60-70 years ago,
Perbaps he was offering a helping
hand, Perhaps not.

BUT INNOCENT or not, men of
any age today can't do that. It's not
soclally acceptable behavior any.
more, whether it’s a young man in
his teens or an older man with a
world of knowledge, to help young
children. It's more accepted if some-
one simply looks the other way.

We are pulling apart, just as we
need to pull ourselves together.
That's when the bogyman will get us.

Casey Hans is a staff writer
with the Farmington Observer.

Roeg. $1450
Reg. $1800
Reg.$2600 39299%
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DISCOUNT DIAMOND STORES

IDE: 8 ¢ tver
EAST SIDE: 8 Milo & Van Dyke eWairen WEST SIDE: 8 Mile, 1 Bik. W, of Grand R
HOURS: Mondcy-FrIday 10-9; Sunday 12-6

Development hinders
readiness for school

@ My son was placed In Beginder-
garten. What Is Begindergartes and
is It good for my son?

A: Begindergarten, developmental
kindergarten or pre-kindergarten is
for those students who are old
epough to attend regular kindergar-
ten but who may need the luxury of
another year of schooling before en-
tering the mainstream. It does not
mean that your child is stupid. As-
suming appropriate testing has been
given, it could mean his fine motor
development, hand-eye

| Doyle

number to be admltted. What ls real-
Iy needed is a revised curriculum ;
that s driven less by lextbooks an
dittes and more by a developmental
approach, which allows students to
progress in hands-on actlvitles in a

ive learning ot |
which takes Into consldernua:: the

o

A major problem to many school
dlstricts is cost and space, It re-
qulres additlonal teachers, space,
materials, transportation and super-
vislon. Another problem Is that the

language and communication skills
or his socfal or emotional level-re-
quire some special attention prior to
golng Into regular kindergarten.
Research has clearly

P ten usually
continues to grow. In one school dls-
triet, the percent went from 6 per-
cent to 34 pereent in three years.
Some districts put a “cap” on the

social, and
readiness of the child.

Dr. James Doyle is an associate
superintendent in the Troy School
District. The answers i
here are the opinions of Dr, Doyle
and not the Troy School District.
Questions for this column should
sent to Doc Doyle ¢/o the Obsery- *
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi. 48150,

that some S-year-old children, espe-
cially boys, that enter kindergarten
may pol be ready and can have prob-
lems in school because of the lack of
readiness. Allowing trained teachers
to work with such children In a de-
velopmental kindergarten setting
can pay posttive dividends. Develop-
mental kindergarten takes into con-
slderatlon the fact that children ave
different, some walk sooner than
others, talk sooner than others, and
some are not necessarily ready for
kindergarten just because they are §
years old.

keeping up with government

Looking for information about
state government? The League of
Women Volers bas a toll-free tele-
phone service (1-800-292-5823) that
may be helpful.

The league’s Citizen Information
Center in Lansing offers to help peo-
ple f{ind out about such things as
pendlng lcgistation, the state constl-

tution, election laws, voting regula-
tions or tax information.

The telephone Is answered from
10:30 &.m. {0 3:30 p.m. weekdays.

The telephone service is pald for
by the league’s education fund. The
League of Women Voters fs a non- »
profit organization (hat works to .
keep voters interested and informed
about governmental ssues. R

A GERVAIS LABEL ON CHRISTMAS MORNING...

SHE'LL KNOW IT's THE VERY BEST. . e
YES, THEREREALLYIS A DIFFERENCE! = . "

When you express your love with a beautiful fur coat, you'll create a”
moment that will last forever. Gervais Furs has been a part of Christmas
morning memories for over 53 years. Qur tradition of quality, value and
styling is your guarantee of the perfect gift. o ;
ALL CHRISTMAS PURCHASES MAY BE EXCHANGED OR REFUNDED.
: Full premium on U.S. Funds L ’
Duty and sales tax refunded
762 Ouellette Ave.,, Downtown Windsor
(519) 253-2111 or (313) 496-1895

- Free Parking in Rear
Holiday Hours: .

Fri., Dec. 23 'til 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec, 24 °'til 1 p.m.
Re-Open Tues,, Dec. 27 9 a.m.-6 p.m. "til
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Sat;; Fri. "til 9 p.m.




