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Lewand as Dem chair? ‘I've heard rumors’

By Yim Richard
statt writer

He has to think about It soon, but
running for Democratle state chalr-
man wasa't high on F. Thomas
Lewand’s agenda last weck.

“I have not set up a campaign.
haven't made a decision. I'm glving
it some thought. I've heard the ru.
mors,” Lewand said in an Interview

- from his car phone late one evening.

“I'm not campalgning yet. I'd
have to talk to a lot of people in the
party,” sald the 42-year-old Oakland
County attorney and confidant of

Y

Gov. James J. Blanchard.

POLITICAL COLUMNISTS in

say Blanchard s boosting
Lewand for the post, almost assuring
his election at next month's Demo-
cratic State Conventlon.

Lewand was close to then-US.
Rep. Blanchard in the 18703, Then a
Royal Qak resident, Lewand won his
first and only election victory for the
county Board of Commissioners in
1978. Two years later he was the
party's challenger to County Execu-
tive Dan Murphy.

JLewand managed Blanchard's

ed over the transitional team and
was (he governor's chief of stalf for
the first year. -

“I took a year's leave of absence
from my law flrm. After a year, I
had to review my commitments,”
Lewand sald.

“We accomplished a lot in that
year and got the right people in
place. Then I decided to go back to
my law flrm.”

SINCE THEN he has become bu.
sier and busler.as an attorney, cur-
rently heading the public finance de-

flrm of Jaffe, Snider, Raltt & Heuer,
He has matntained close contact

with the governor, handllng Blane-

hard's dlvorce in the last year.

“] moved to Lanslng for a few
years because we had an office in
Lansing," Lewand sald.

He now llves in Bloomfield Town-
ship near Telegraph Road — an hour
from Lansing, a half-bour from
downtown Detrolt. .

That has political significance.

While outgoing state Democratic
Chairman Rick Wiener has beea full

Lewand could be a part-time chair-

man,

‘There Is » precedent. The Republl-
cans have done that in past years,
biring a professional as executive di-
rector, -

A GRADUATE of the Unlversity
of Detroit and the Wayne State Uni.
versity Law School, Lewand was the
Democratic nominee this year for
silll another Institution — the Uni-
versily of Michigan Board of Re-

s,

gen
Voters stuck with the incumbents

— one from each ly =~ and
and lost, past

1982 campalgn for governor, presld- Lew,

partment for the Detrojt-based law  “time, others sce the possibllity
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Post-Christmas Clearance...
30% to 50% OAf oire.

Throughout the Entire Store!

Save on the best of the best...the quality of Saks.

30% to 50% Off
- » Designer; Better andContemporary Dresses and Sportswear
o Activewear ® Designer and Better Coats and Suits
* ® Designer and Better Eveningwear
® Men's American and Internationial Sportswear
© Boys’ 8 to 20 Sportswear
o Jewelry * Handbags ® Women's Shoes
® Belts, Scarves, Gloves, Hats**

20% to 50% Off
= Intimate Appare!

20% to 30% Off
® Men’s Clothing and Furnishings
* K.LDS. Clothing : )

*There may have been intermediate price reductions on some iterns prios to this sale.
Limited quantities available during this clearance safe. **Except Fur Hat, 25% Off.
All impoarted furs labeled to show country of origin.

Sk S e

Special Holiday Hours:

1, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. OpenMonday 8a.m. to 9p.m.; Tuesday-Friday 10a.m. to 9p.m.;
g:zrzregait%:.mﬁo 5p.m.; Closed /5ew Year's Day. OPENMONDAY, JANUARY 2, 10a.m. to 6p.m.
Fairlane Town Center, Dearbom. Open Monday 9 a.m. to 9p.m.; Tuesday-Friday 10a.m. to 9p.m.; Saturday 10a.m.
to 5p.m.; Closed New Year’s Day. OPENMONDAY, JANUARY 2, 10e.m. 106 p.m.
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