Carli’s passing leaves
void in Livonia sports

OT ALL THE CHRISTMAS
cheer has been handed out,
at least by this seribe,

With 1889 upon us, it's
time to refle*t on the past and look
to the future.

The year 1988 ends with some sad-
ness, but I believe ‘89 could bring
some very good tidings,

It's time to tie up a few loose ends
on a variety of subjects:

The pauslog of Jim Carll: T don't
know Uf the shock will ever subside,
We lost a good superientendent, a
man in the prime of his life who was
respected by all the people connect-
ed with the Livonia Public Schools,

I'll never forget this man spending
?:flﬂy l‘l:f hou!ufvaléh me at Junch,

ng time out of his busy schedule
to discuss my concerns about middle
school sports In Livonia, As you
know, 1 had been highly critical’ of
the adminlstration [ the schoo!
board stand about their vicws on the
middle school sports, but after meet.
Ing with Carll, much to my surprise,
we found common ground.

1 belleve he was maving in a posi-
tive direction on this Issue, and I just
hope that his successor will carry en
his agenda,

What I will miss more than any-
thinf . hls warmth and genuine
con  n’c _cople, He was a class
swe ‘e oy, and my heart goes
out to bus tu.aily.

Foolball coaches' grapevine: It's
my understanding that several good
candidates have applied for the Red-
ford Unlon job to succeed Jim Glib-
bons, who has moved upstalrs to be-
come the athletic director. The job
could be tied in with a teachlng posie
tion, Could Catholic Central assist-
ant Mike Lewis be a possibillty?

As for Blshop Borgess, a rumor
has been golng around about Dan
Henry's replacement. Could Orchard
Lake St. Mary's Rob Hager be inter-
ested? I doubt that move would ever
come about. Another rumor has
Hager going to a junlor college pro-
gram in California.

As for Dan Henry, I've been told
he will probably become Wayne Me-
morial's defensive coordinator.
Wayne head coach Chuck Howton s
looking for assistants after he and a
number of his stalf members parted

ways.

Clarenceville has also been quiet
about a possible successor to long-
time coach Ralph Weddle.

Ray Fracassi, former Clarence-
ville baseball coach and now head
baseball coach at Redford St. Aga-
tha, is belleved to be the leading can-
didate,

NFL parity in Qbserverland bas-
ketball: Pete Rozelle, eat your heart
out. We got it in western Wayne
County boys hoops.

Farminglon Harrison's fast start
Is remarkable in light of the fact
that the team, coming off a champi-
onshlp football season, is 6-0 after
only a week of preseason practice.
But I'm not yet ready to label the
Hawks a top-five team in Class B yet.
as Livonia Franklin coach Rod Han.
na did last weck. Harrison's big test
leomu next Friday at Plymouth Sa-
em.

Salem started Impressively,
hammering Southfield and Monroe
before losing to rival Plymouth Cane

ton.

Wayne, oa the other bhand, is hard
to figure. The Zebras got whipped by
Monroe, struggled at Garden City,
but beat Redford CC.

Most decelving record? That goes
to CC {1-3), which turned in an im-
pressive performance Tuesday,
beating Tony Tolbert and Detroit
DePorres,

Don't coust out the Shamrocks in
the Central Division.

Biggest disappolntments? It has to
be winless Farmington, which was
expected to contend for the Lakes
Division crown in the WLAA. The
other is Westland John Glenn (2.8), a
team that puzzles me to no end.

North Farmington will be good by
WLAA playoff time, but for the state
tournament, quarterfinal berths
secem remote for any Observerland
teams unless somebody gets a cup-
cake draw.

1 judge the quality of basketball by
the number of potential Division I
recrults in the area. Right now the
pumber [x very low,
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12 PRICE SALE

Buy one pair of shoes or boots at the regular retall price and
got tha second palr-of equal value or Tess-at 1/2 off the
regular retail prica, Buy two for yourssli, or bring in afiend,
relative or gpouse and shata in the savings
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CC v, Harrison In Kickoff Clas-
sic?: The 1989 football season is a
long ways off, but how about’ these
two schools squaring off In the sea-
son opener at the Pontiac Silver-
dome?

Both teams are looking for compe-
itlon for thelr first games. Two of
Harrison's opponents, Southfleld and
Weat Bloomlield, bave dropped the
Hawks for obvious reasons.

But the word s that Ron Holland,
the Farmington Schools AD, will
continue to follow school distriet pol-
Icy that dlscourages athletic contests
against Catholle schools, especlally
ones from the same neighborhood.

Although it might seem to be a
risky proposition for Harrison, the
Class B Hawks, who have been beat-
ing Class A schools with regularity
for quite some time, could afford a
loss or two and still make the state
playofis.

‘What a gate this game could draw.
1'd be there.

But if CC and Harrison can't get
together, why not Class A champ
Traverse City and Harrison? That's
anatural,

Harrison coachk John Herrington
said afterwards, during the press
conference at the Class B state fi-
nals, that he would prefer scheduling
a good Class B school, That's flne,
but are there any out there willlng to
play Harrison?

“The Hawks may find themselves
in the same predicament as CC, look-
ing for opponents outside of Michi-

an.

Hockey news: Observerland hock-
ey followers can be proud of the fact
that three of thelr own arc repre-
senting the United States this week
at the World Junfor Hockey Champl-
onships in Anchorage, Alaska.

Mike Modano of Westland, the Na-
tional Hockey League's No. 1 pick
last summer with the Minnesota
North Stars, is one member: He Is
leading the Western Hockey League
In scoring for the Prince Albert
Ralders,

Another member is Westland na-
tive Adam Burt, a defenseman who
has taken a leave of absence from
the NHL Hartford Whalers.

The other is Nell Carnes of Plym-
outh, a forward who quit his Junlor
A club briefly In Verdun, Quebec, but
has since returned. He is property of
the Montreal Canadlens.

Among those from Obscrverland
curreatly in the NHL are Al Tafrate
(Toronto), Mike Donnelly and Mike
Hartman (Bulfalo), and Rich Kromm
(NY Islanders).

In the college ranks, Stevenson .

High grad Chris Tancill, a member
of the Wisconsln hockey team, is
sixth kn scorlug in the Western Colle-
glate Hockey Assoclation.

Those names speak well of the
hockey talent produced from this
area,

Modano's contract: I am not
among those who feel Howard
Gourwitz, the Southfleld attorney,
handled things unprofessionally dur-
ing Modano’s lengthy contract bhold-
out with the North Stars. As far as
I'm concerned, Gourwitz played his
cards right.

1 am of the oplnion that the North
Stars’ new management team was
out of syne during the negotiations.
Their handling of the situation re-
minded me of Russ Thomas and the
Lions when they haggled over money
with Billy Sims,

Both Modano and Gourwilz had
been unfairly lampooned and bare
pooned In recent Issues of the Hock-
ey News, .

Gourwltz got the contract Modano
deserved, and he did his cllent a fa-
vor by glving him another year of
Junlor A hockey.

The North Stars aren't going any-
where this year, so why sacrifice a
player who could help save the
struggling franchise?

Gourwitz may lack experience In

dealing with pro teams, but he is a*

professional all the way.
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By Steve Kowalski
statf writer

‘The first question you feel llke asking Tim
Walten fs, “All right, bow much money did you
br!’beywruuumatuwl(hwrupnch-nhm-
or?”

‘When they counted the ballots cast this fall for
Ball State University's Most Valuable football
ﬂl‘-yer. every slip of paper had Walton's name on

The senlor linebacker from Redford Blshop
Borgess was the unanimous choice among
coaches and tes for MVP, and Walton
swears he didn’t rig the thing.

" Besldes, Walton couldn’t afford to bribe more
* than 100 guys.

“Maybe they think I'm supposed to pay them,”
joked Walton Tuesday from a friend's home in
Detroit where he is spending the holidays, “I was
shocked at first, and when he said it was a unanl.
mous decision, I was really shocked. I didn't re-
alize my teammates liked me that much.”

HOW CAN ANYONE at BSU not llke Walton?

The 6-foot, 230 pounder probably dido’t have
many friends line up across from him during his
four years of play in the Mid-American Confer-

ence,
Walton was a first-team AL-MAC chojce last

Borgess product All-MAC

fall and an hooorable mention Associated Press
All-America. He finished his career with 430 tac-
kles, including 140 in 1988.

‘Walton was one of nine finalists for the Vern
Smith Award given to the MAC's MVP, an honor
mhby Western Michigan quarterback Tony

PO,

He never was red-shirted at BSU, and he
played In 43 of 44 games. Walton started 34
games, but never played in a California Bowl.

That's his only regret.

THE CARDINALS finlshed second to WMU in
the MAC this fall. Western earned a trip to Cali-
i:x&nh when it knocked off BSU Nov. § o My=+le,

“It was a feeling that's hard to explaln,” Wal.
ton sald. “It's something [ wanted s0 bad. We bad
all the advantages. We played on our home fleld.
1 guess It just wasn't meant for us.”

Walton's next goal Is to play in the National
Football League. He'll know more about his
chances In early February when he attends the

NFL's Combline Camp for prospective pros in In-
dlana,

polls.

Consldered a long shot to make it because of
his lack of size, Walton hopes to impress scouts
with bis speed. Walton runs a 4.6 40-yard dash
time and be's ruaning them all the time. .

“I've beea runaing 40s and quickness and agili-
ty drills " he sald, “Sometimes I play basketball,
but not that much. I could mess up my ankles
playing basketball.

“MY COLLEGE career ls over, but I bave to
look at it a different way. Right now I don't want
to think it's over. I'll just walt until the draft. I'm
Just hoping for a shot. Let me get in there and let
them be the judge.”

If pro football lsn't Walton's calling, be can
{all back on a businees degree. Walton is about
25 credlts shy of graduating in only four years,
and be returns (o Ball State Jan. 9, to resume his
work loward a degree.

Walton remembers a time four years sgo
when he thought about not returning at all to the
Muncle campus.

“When I first got here | wanted o transier
because 1 wasn't used to belng away from
home,” Walton said. “Indiana s kind of slow. It's
quiet down there. When people think of Indiana,

Indlana State.

they think of Purdue, (University of) Indiana and

salosman visil you, call

WESTLAND 7060 Wayno Rd. LATHUP VILLAGE 26447 Southfiold Rd. (RL 39)
E. DETROIT 20909 have a shoo

ratiat Avo, TAYLOR 21107 Eurcka Rd. To
363-4435.

Ovor sizo 12, 8dd $2.00. .

Diffanbaugh makes resolution

By Brad Emons
stetf writer

Rob Diffanbaugh's trainer, Greg
Rlce, says his pupil has the “chin,
heart and technlque” to become a
champlon boxer.

But the 17-year-old senlor at Ste-
venson High in Livonia realizes he
has to keep a New Year's resolution
in order to reach another rung on the
boxing ladder in 1983,

“I'm golng to buy a ruaning jour-
nal, run six times a week and log my
times to see where I stand every
day," sald the 132-pounder, who
competes in the lightweight division.
“Right now I have the skills to fight
everyone In Detroit and now it's just
a matter of getting into good shape
to go the three full rounds. I want to
be in goad shape by the first week of
January.” .

Paul Soucy, director of the Livo-
nia Boxing Club where Diffanbaugh
tralns, ribs his student about running
carly before school,

“He doesn't get up too often at 6
a.m.," chides Soucy,

“It's bard sometimes because
there's not enough time In the day
with working,” pleads Diffanbaugh,
who holds a job after school working
in a coln shop dealing baseball cards,

DIFPANBAUGH has been busy In
the ring as well.

boxing

He fought flve times during the
past month, the most recent bout oc-
curring at a club show in Browns-
town Townshlp, an event to beneflt
handicapped children. In that cone
test, Dilfanbaugh decisloned Ray-
mood Keys of Detrolt, raising his
amateur record to 24-8,

On a Dec. § card at the Palace of
Auburn Hills, featuring the Krook
Team of Detroit agalnst the Jimmy
Ellis Boxing Team of Loulsville, Ky.,
Diffanbavgh dropped 23-year-old
Fidell Pitts of Crowell Recreation
Center of Detrolt with a pair of
m,n%lng eight-counts in the first
round.

“"He gave that guy (Pitts) a helluva
boxing lesson,” sald Soucy.
the Diamond Gloves Tourna-
ment Nov. 19-21 at the Veterans Me-
moria) Bullding in Detroit, Diffan.
baugh decisioned Detroiters Corey
King and Quinton Virgil before los-
ing to Warren Kilgore, an older and
more experienced boxer, in the final.

“ALL CF ROB'S opponents are
older,” sald Soucy. “It's tough find-
ing him opponents his age.”
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Diffanbaugh credits Rice, a for-
mer boxer, with bis improvement
through the amateur ranks. He bas
won 19 of his last 23 after starting
out with a 5-4 recol

“Greg has taught me ring general-

p and helped my jab 100 per-
cent, Diffanbaugh said. "He's a
technician and likes everything per-
fect. He tralns me in the perfect Im-
age of Sugar Ray Robinson . . . the
same moves.

“He's put me up another level"

Diffanbaugh plans to continue his
amateur career beyond his high
school graduation.

“I1l go to a community college
and then transfer to a four-year
school,” he sald. “I'm not sure what I
want to study, maybe electronles,

“But I'm like anybody in boxing.
I'd like to go to the Olympics and
{ight on our International teams, The
:nly way of dolng that is to win

ere.”

Sporting a 5-1 record in the open
ranks, Diffanbaugh's first step will
be the Detroit-arca Golden Gloves
‘Tournament, which starts Feb. 22 at
Roma Hall In Livonla. Those prelim-
inary bouts will be hosted by the
LBC.

IF HE ADVANCES, Diffanbaugh

Rob Diffanbaugh
Livonia boxer

will qualify for the National Goldes
Gloves Tournament in boulsvule_,

Ky. N
yAna although be is trained In the
image of Sugar Ray Robluson, Dif-
fanbaugh tries to emulnte Evander
Holyfleld, an up and coming fighter
in the pro division. . :
“1 like him because he's quick and
powerful,” sald Diffanbaugh of hid
idol. “I llke watching him on TV bé-
cause you can learn.”
But” Diffanbavgh realizes that g
running diary Is the way to win. Hp
knows that as well as his tralners.
‘The tools are there.
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