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tated dividing the group Into two

sections. One group made blrd
feeders out of suet and peanut but-
ter spread on ploe cones and sus-
pended from sticks, while the sec-
ond group met Nell's “aides.” They
watched, wide-eyed, as she went
into boxes under & sheet-covered
tabla to bring each one out.

“If you can survive by eating

apylhing, you can bang around,
right?” she asked, Introducing
Edgar Allen Crow, Crows are gen-
crallsts, t.hey'll eat nnezt.hlng ’ Ncll

noted, I3 cmw.
who had only hnlched
around the room,

“Pretend your arm is a branch,”
she {old the children, and had the
crow hop from her arm to each
child's, to Introduce him.

*(Down) feathers are bird under-
wear,"Neff told the children,“the
warmest {nsulation you can gnl,"
50 birds like crows don't have to fly
south for the winter.

SNAKES DON'T have to slither
south, either. Like the three box
turtles { Humphrey, energetic Ru-
ed off the
table, and unsociable Cufflink,)
Miss Piggy, a western hog-nosed
snake, burrows into the ground to
hibernate for the winter, Ne!f sald.
So do toads, but not Bufo,

Bufo, short for Bufo Marinus, n
South American toad — a humon-
gous South American toad about
the size of a dinner plite — was the
subject of much Interest and reser-
vation for the children.

“She's the biggest todd in the
warldl" & boy named Aaron marv-

"I want you to come up with why
she looks the way she does,” Neff
.| sald. When no one answered she
prompted, “Can you sleep and eat
at the same time?" Neither can
toads In Michigan, Neff sald, that's
why they don't get as big as Bufo,
who doest’t have to hibernate in
her warm, Amazon homeland. Be-
fore meeting the anlmals though,
the children went for a hike on the
land behind the center,

the march, nature was Its own ene-
my by pulting & crust of lce over
ﬁﬁ SNOW. Chlldmn spilled duwu the

the cxerefses Nef( gave them was

5
for animal tracks and hlrds' nests
whila' Neff's human aides, includ-
ing four teachers, two helpers and
a mother, Harral, tried to keep
them together,

“If you're golng to survive in the
winter you've got to hnve water,
right?" Neff asked as they reached
the valley, scouting for places
where they might build a shelter.
“Should you cat snow In the winter
If you're trying to survive?”

THE ANSWER was no, but not
for the obvlous reasans, pollution,

Eating anow takes too much heat
out of the body, Neff explalned, so
1t has to be mclted {lrst, and used
as water,

The children also learned that
the valley was a good place to build
a shelter, that snow from a blizzard
that might cover the shelter was
good (“It’s an Insulator — have you
ever heard of ‘a blanket of snow?'
Nelf noted), and that cattalls and
horsetall reeds in the snow {ndicat-
ed wetlands to be avoided, To sur-
vive, you have to stay dry, Nef{ ex-
plaloed.

Winter Survival Camp is just one
three series Neff teaches during
the year at the Community Center,
she sald. There'll be others comlng
up for winter break, spring and
summer vacations, .

“We do one called Occan's
Edge,"Nef sald, which is a marine
blology study., She brings in salt
water animals, invertebrates like
anemones, sea snails, star fish —
“one of each of the seven phyla or
classlfications of anlmals that live
in the sea,"she explained.

Another, part of which she incor-
porated Into the winter camp, s
Alr and Space. She brings in a port-
able planctarium, and teaches the
children in the

to oberve, and learn how man
could survive winter in the wild,
Though “qulet” was the order for

winter survival camp learned the
winter constellations, and how to
{Ind thelr way by the stars. One of

to connect-the-dots using a chart of

the constellations, to make their Photos by Thomas
Then they bad to Arnett.

write a story sbout it.

‘The Living Sclence Foundation,
which Nell eovluunded with Tim
Joslyn about 11 years ago also goes
into area schodls with thelr pro-
grams during the year, Clara Law-
rence, Program for the Community
Center- thinks Neff and her erew
have done & good job with the
camps, )

“One thing I llke is that it's very
non-competitive,” Lawrence said,
something she encourages at all
the Center’s camps. “The children
work at thelr own pace; they cater
very nlcely to students of all ages.”

Michae) Harraf (right), 8, of
West Bloomfield dissecls an
owl pellet,

Dav Blankenhagen of the Living Science Foundation shows kids how to dlsecl owl petllets.

Parent classes popular
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or gilted" in a varlety of ways, and
lhecourse can aid n raising all chil

“Onl after this course kave I re
alized haw special my ‘ungifted* chil-
dren are and how I can enlance thelr
nhllm:s.

‘The parenting scmlnars offered
“practical mgguumu for liviog
with a glited child,” a toan-
other parent, Dlnna chier. “Tha

1 2] many common 5asd
Ideas and formed a tcrrll’le suppart
group”
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Meetings set on technology

Three public meutings of the tween Northwestern and Middle.
Schonllcammnnlty Forum, a beltroads.

resenting  Farmington
Puhlfc Schools parents, are slated
for January.
The &aplc will be Technology io
Educntton, and guest speaker wlll

@ Monday, Jan. 9, at Farming.
ton High School, 32000 Shiawassee
between Power and Orchard Lake
roads.

® Wednesday, Jan. 11, at Gill
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Apostolic Chrigtian Woodhaven
“Your Source Of Peace Of Mind”

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
WOODHAVEN s licensed by
the Michigan Department of
Publlc Health as a Home for
the Aged.

» A beautifully furnished
room complete with bed-
ding and towels.

« Three meals daily Including
special dlets.

« Nourishments around the
clock as desired.

« Mald Services daily.

« Laundering ot xm linens and
personal ¢lof

« Distributlon nnd coord!nn-
tion of all medications.

« Agsistance with bathing
and showers.

» Tray service in the room
when lll, ¢

= Assistance with all

activities of du!ly living.

«Recreatlonal a

educatlonal n:lellu dally.

OPEN TO ALL FAITHS
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