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Raiders reload
North survives graduation losses

By Steve Kowslskl
slatf writor

North Farmington gymnastles coach Jeff Dwy-
cer doesn’t know the meaning of the word rebuild.

At North, the gymnastics team reloads from
year to year.

‘The Raiders won the Western Lakes Activitics
Associatlon last year, finished third at regionals
and 11th at the Class A meet. Nicki Yuskowatz
and Tina Hauptman, the most consistent per(orm~
ers on (hat team, have graduated,

Dwyer Is not terribly alarmed, however, know-
ing girls like Rita Dunn, Kristin Szutarskl and El+
len Wesselmann remalned behind, The st of new-
comers is equally impressive and Includes junlor
Kim Heller, sophomore Heather Kahn and fresh-
man Jameclah Gater,

The Ralders aiready are 4-0 and agaln will con-
tend for the WLAA crown. Don't feel sorry for
Dwyer. Hlis cupboard ls almost as full as last year.

“We've got potential,” he sald. “It depends on
how hard they want to work. If they get serlous,
they'll be a respectable team, If we want to go the
extra step, we've got to work at it."

The most pleasant surprise among the new-
comers has been the performance of Gater, only a
freshman. In North's most recent dual meet win

over Ann Arbor Ploneer on Dec. 21, Gater scored-

8.5 on the vault and 8.1 an the bars,

“She’s strong,” Dwyer sald. “She’s going to do
real well this year, She's the ideal gymnast you
want on your team. She's a real hard worker.”

Dwyer's other new gymnasts, Heller and Kahn,
came to Dwyer under dlfferent circumstances.
Heller competed for North In 1986:87 as a fresh.
man bug transferred to Detrolt Country Day as a

omore. She transferred back to North and

. 80phi
wm be eligible at the start of the second semes-

Tlus 13 Kahn's first year of high school competi-
tlon after performing last winter for the Farm.
ington Gymnastics Club, Kahn won three of the
four [ndividual events against Plencer, scoring a

Bishop Borgess High School's Carl Woods
{loft) tries to go up and over Calvin Bransford
. of Filnt Central. Woods scored 11 poinie In the

Junior ace leads Indians
to victory over Spartans

gymnastics =
9.05 on the floor exerclse,

“If the club girls decide to come out, they can
make a difference,” Dwyer sald.

Szutarski, Dunn and Wesselman have pravided
consiztent scores and valuable leadershlp as re-

turnces,

“They can hit cights when they hit,” Dwyer
snid. “I can’t say that ene stands out more than
the other. This Is a pretty good group. Rita's the
captain and she's doing a pretty good job,”

FARMINGTON

Even before the season began, Farmington
coach Mary Beth Schornhorst recelved bad news,

Jackle Daly, a senfor who last year finished
10th In Class A In the floor exercise, tore llga-
ments in her ankle and was lust for the 1988-89
season.

Daly also won the beam and vault at the last
WLAA mect, so Schornhorst knows coaching with-

“out her leader won't be the same.

“Her loss is a real disappointment,”
Schornhorst sald, “Who's to say what we'd do with
her but we'll be fine. We're still strong. We have a
good crew of freshmen,”

Headlng the list of freshmen Is Christine Oates,
an all-around performer, In Farmington's only
meet of the season last month agalnst Grosse
Pointe North, Oates won three events and tied for
flrst in another.

Oates Is o transfer student from Ohlo, and it
didn'’t take Schornhorst leng to hear she enrolled
at Farmington.

“I don't teach in the bullding, but they keep me
informed about new atudents,”

0 hold her own. I expect her to go to regionals.”

Other freshmen expected to score are Sheri Yll-
talo and Nicole Geratowskl, both all-around per-
formers. .

Farmington's senfor class is strong, even with-
out Daly, Julie Lawton returns for ker final cam-
paign, with beam belng her best event. Also back
are senfors Debbje Ford and Amber Arbuckle,
‘who excel on the bars and beam, respectively,

Another senlor, Jennlfer Reed, transferred to
Farmington from Massachusetts and this Is her
first year of competition in the sport, But she was
a state champlon cheerleader in Massachusetts,
Schornhorst said.

Also on Farmington's roster Is junior Michelle
Fenner and sophomore Meredlth Stumpo. The
Falcons have depth and ready to compete for the
WLAA title,

“We're very posltive,” Schornhorst said. “We
were down a little bit when we lost Jackie, but
everyone pulled together. I'm real excited about
the year.

FARMINGTON HARRISON

‘There might not be any room left on Harrison's
alrcady long roster, but there's certainly room for
improvement, record-wise.

The Hawks have 18 gymnasts on the team,
which is 11 more than a year ago.

Harrison was 3-11 last year and finished sev-
centh among elght teams at the WLAA meet. But if
numbers mean anylhing, the Hawks are headed in
the right direction.

“The future Is 5o much brighter," second-year
coach Jackie Huff sald. “The attitude and the
whole program s so0 much more positive than last
year.

“We'll be better than Jast year, but I don't know
if our record will be any better. I don't see any
teams in the league being any weaker, but I think
the scores will be a little closer.”

THOMAS ARNETT/stalf photographér.

“r
n the b beam as a

Amy a reglonal

said,
“Qates has had some club huckgmund. She’s golng
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By Dan O'Mesra
statf writer

Karl Staggemeler and Gary Eaker
were too determined to let failure
stand In thelr way.

The General Motors engineers saw
thelr first attempt to set a land
speed record end in frustration and
futility last August.

But the duo returned to the Bonne-
ville Salt Flats two months later and
achleved thelr goal of traveling the
fastest anyone has in a production.
class automobile.

The old record of 217.549 was set
by Tom Monroe of Phoenix, Ariz,
and had stood since 1981,

Staggemeler, who lives In Farm-
ington Hills, was behind the wheel
when the 1988 Pontiac Trans Am,
powered by a 358-cublc Inch, mor-

son.

o
, is one of Harrison's top gymnastic hopes this sea-
s

Auto, buffs persevere

mally asp engine,
the exlsting record Sunday, Ocl. z.

Ksrl Staggemeier
Hills i

The car, which Ilke-
pess of ihe original street model but
_had an englne beefed up to 660
horzepower, reached peak of
231.661 mph dur(ng the “nylnz mile"
on the fl

state-ranked power.

Spartans' 69-62 defeat against the percnnial

It is between the fourth and fifth
miles, after the car has reached
maximum speed, that records are
established, K

STAGGEMEIER AND Eaker, who
resides in Utica and works with
Staggemeler at the Warren Tech
Center where they specialize In zero-
dynamics, had been through the ring.
er emotionllly by that time. They
weren't In tha celebrating mood.

"Actually, by the ume 1t was all

ver, there was an overwhelming

By Steve Kowatsk|
staff writer

Jay Greene might be lhe best bas.
ketball player Redford Blshop Bor-
gess players see this yea

Unless they attend a znmo at The
Palace.

Greene and teammate All Fisher
scored 25 points each Thursday,

g Flint Central to a 69-62
nouwnlmcc win at Borgess,
As good as Greene Is, remember,
he's only a junlor,

The ' 6-foot-5 Greens, whose
brother Terrence plays at DoPnul is
one of 10 juniors on Central's 1
roster. Fisher I3 the lndlm nnly
senlor, but Greene {a the phyer they
turn o n tight games. *

“Jay i3 & junlor but he's phyed
thm”ynn gn the varsity,” Gooch
sald. “That’s more than a ot of sen
fors play.

O CCresults, Page BA ¢
“MOST OF THE time Jay makes

good judgments, He's an Oscar Rob-.

ertson type, Unless & guy Isbigand a
good defensiva phyer. Jay's going to
get bl shot off.”’
Central's record Improved to 8.2
overall and Borgess alipped to 2-3.
Greene scored 10 points In the
fourth quarter, Including four- from

ond halt, but the S

only two, 84.62, wl

forward

inthe lane,
Greene made a Jayup on Central's

rtans trailed by
th 1:19 lelt when
carpen(tr scored

nawt massacelan homacen and Shan
2ot piscaseion, howovor, and Mo

nalled two free throws, giving the In
dians a more comfortable 88-52 lead
with 10 seconds left. The §)
weren't able o score on several pos-
sessions in the last minute.

“We have a good team,” Greene
said. “We're young and it takes us

awhile for us to pull together. When *

things get tight I feel 'm the one
who should take over, The whole
team played hard, though. I
shouldn't take all the credit.”

BORGESS PLAYED its third
tng fuard Shav Respars who e
Wi wi e
mained out with 14 stitches in his
{ace because of a car accldent.

played .a strong inside
E;dm. leading Earge-wm: :l points .

grabbing six rebounds, Charles-
North scored 17 points: and Carl -
Weods -added 11, but’ they weren't -
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unse of relief,” Staggemeier sald.
“ame joy i ibe wumenl was joug
gone. .

“It was like getting a blg welght
off your shoulders, because we had &
Jot of bard luck leading up to that,”

THE FIRST trip to the ususual

natural preserve, near the Utah-Ne-

vada border, was a disaster. The

110-degeee beat didn't help. -
The car lv&qed 227 mph be-

tween {hird and

luncﬂouedoulha last mile,
run, the driveshalt

mled. lwln.lu l.ha duferer’:em To- )

uuumn

gear |
mnwuu two-day delay -

while the dumzed )| were re.

Iﬂl .

The engine experleuced olling
problems when they tried again, and
they worked unlil 6 am. m {followe-
ln; d.ly pnmng a dl!feunl cuinc in

ourth miles on the .
‘second attempt, bnl the clock mal.

.you .sea

‘From an engineer's
standpoint, you do all
the figuring and
working with numbers,
and you go out there
and see if you're right
or not.”

— Karl Staggemeier

world-record holder

it that engine had oll trouble,
and Staggemeier and Eaker
(o have a replacement engine
byalrlnlntlur.ﬂmllt-
lenly\ Fitay, Tuo cugive never ar

rived — the victim of an airline

“It was ap exasperating woek”
Staggemeler said. “We busted a lot
of dollara in equipment ™

‘THE palr remaiued undauat-
ed d. having worked out all the
gremiins, sct out again In October to

ofce more. v .
Staggemeler knew they had the
rm\lbylookln(luhnuchamm

the engine was approach-

and seelng

lnlthemmitshuldlwluchulut.
But, with that kind of power at his
ips, 'tnlu IhInk

about what had
“The level of eoncenmunnmtb
requlmdummdubovnmyluu
“on . the . highway,” . Stag-
uln‘l_.d.!;mmmmm
-pecked dirt and Ice,

. “The comj
: dvublo. $0WD '.hlnk
sald:">:

{eet before you can catch it. Andy ym
bave to catch it gradually, becausp
the car will spln easily. s

In there

“You can't be sitting
lhlnklnz‘l‘h!:h!un."'belﬁd. T
have to be paying attention to WW
you're dolng."*

. STAGGEMEIER BTIM.ATES-M
and Eaker spent a total $175,000 0n
the project, most of it by sponsors

but $10,000 of whlch came ln'nn
thelr ovn

H;’We dmppcd a few dolhr:."'vbe

Despite the cost and effort that
went into realizing the goal, Stag-
gemeler said the personal satisfac-
tion derived from the wmmptg
ment was worth It.

“What did we get out of it7" he
:ﬂ% “A $10 wooden plagoe ana 2
P!

“Some things you treasure mhﬂ
are worth the least, lke m:’l.lng‘l
trophy in softball.”

FOR THE engineers, the sensé of
achicvement 13 gratifying for réa-
sons other than the mere feat, Stag.
gemeler and Eaker spent a lot ni
thelr own time conducting
ments to determine §f and bow 1§
mlght be possible for them to set

’hvm an englneer’s aundpoln
you do all the llgurln; and
wiin mna'l.
nnd:eal!you‘mrlgmarnel.“
gemeler sald,

“It’s peat to sec the
and hardware side all come togeth.
er, topmdlct whll‘l ¢o!nuo hnppe?
and back

mmuwplnnuhltuu“mld

do it. We were very confident; otberd

by (m”"“‘%::.‘“““a;“‘ ‘
p mmon t we Vs

+Staggemeler and Eaker are probi4

oxide system wuuuanen‘inu-
pacity of 1200 :
computer ny. sm Ty
Ju marginal 'y,

-'m.m- will mave laterally 207 1ot




