BE{OXT-3C.8.F-11A)

O&E_ Thuraday, January 5, 1889

Janus had 2 faces —_ Iookmq back, forward

But in primitive Rome,

the new year started with

the first day of spring. Ancient Per-

slans began thelr year with the first
day of autumn,

Many other skywatchers divided
thelr year into two parts: at the end
of summer’s heat and the end of win-
ter's cold.

OR MANY people, January is
F the beglnning of a new year.

THE CUSTOM of celebrating Jan,
1 as New Year’s Day goes back to
the Roman Jullan calendar.

‘The month January was named in
honor of thelr god Janus, keeper of
the gates. He had two faces: one
locking back to the past, the other
forward to the future.

It was also the Jullan calendar
that introduced the Leap Year, Since
the carth takes 365% days to orhit
the sun, the calendar is off by onc
day after every four years. Jullus
Caesar decreed that every fourth
year would have 366 days to keep
the calendar in line with the seasons.

While the Jullan calendar was a
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vast improvement over other calen.
dars, 1t, too, was off by 11 minutes
and four scconds each year. That
adds up to one day every 128 years.

BY THE YEAR 1582, the calendar
was off by 10 days, so Pope Gregory
revised the calendar by dropplng
those 10 days and Introducing anoth-
er correctlon.

The Gregorian calendar was not
adopted by everyone at once. Anoth.
er 170 ycars passed before England
accepted it In 1752, By then It was
necessary to drop 11 days from the
calendar, much to the objection of a
large number of people who started
a riot, demanding the return of their
11 days.

Even the Gregorian calendar is off
by 28 seconds a year. At that rate the
discrepancy will add up to another
fullday. . . but not for 1,500 years.

THREE PLANETS will be visible

in the evening sky (hls month: Mer-

cury, Mars and Juplter.

Venus can be scen in the mornlng

sky. Saturn {s too close to the sun to
bescenat all.

‘The amount of sunlight we recelve
this month increases by 48 minutes.
On Jan. 1 the sun rises at §:01 am.
and sets at 5:11 p.m., altowing for o
possible nine bours and 10
of sunlight. Sunrise on Jan. 31 is at

7:47 a.m. and sunset is at 5:45 pm., *

far a possible nine hours and 58 min-
utes of sun.
Earth Is at peribelion (its closcat

' 1o the sun) on Jan. 1, The earth will

be 147,101,000 kilometers
(91,404,324 mile) from the sun.
Slnce we recelve some of our cold-
est weather In January, it Is obvious
that our distance to the sun has litle

" to do with the seasons, The seasons

are due to the tilt of the earth's axis,
The northern hemisphiere has its
warmest weather when we are far.
thest from Lhe sun.

MERCURY WILL be visible dur-
ing the flrst two weeks of the month.
Look between the southwest and
west-southwest, about 45 minutes af-

" ter sunset, with binoculars. M

ereury
will be a faint “star’* about flve de-
grees above the horizon. Next week
Mercury will be higher In the sky
and a blt easier to find.

The bright star above and to the
right of the waning crescent moon on
the momlng of the 1st s Spica (SPY

ca), in 0. This blue-white star is
about 275 llg):byum; away. When we

A rare visitor: the fox sparrow

NCE YOU become aware of
the usual things around
you, then unusual or incon-

ous things stand out.

Peaple who have been birding for
a few years know those specles that
are likely to be seen In our area at
particular times, Some visltors, like
the tree sparrow, are scen only dur-
ing the winter, Observing one during
July would be most unusual,

Fox sparrows, not usually seen n
our arca during winter, have been
seen at the feeding station of Inde-
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pendence Oaks Nature Center.

They are a large, gray-brown
sparrow with a hcavily streaked
breast. In the center of the breast,

The fox eparrow is a lorge, gray-brown sparrow with a heavily
streaked breast and a reddish tail. It's rare in Michigan durlng

winter.

scveral streaks form a spot, ke that
of the song sparrow,

In addition to its large size, it has
a reddish tail — hence the name
“fox.”" Before common names for
blrds were standardized, they were
called foxy finch, fox-tail and fox-
colored sparrow.

EARTHY RED coloration and slze
are physical features that make thls
speeles distinct, but so i3 its behav-
{ar.

Atthe feeder, it s the only specles
that scrapes the ground with both
feet at the same time (o a bopplng
llke motion, This short, jumplng be-
havior Is to unearth seeds cov-
ered by snow and soil.

Typically thls blrd should be
wintering south of southern Ohio.
But maybe the attractive feeding
statlons along its fall

$0ng was new to me, but very enjoy-
able to hear while walking through
the muskeg.

Since most people cannot see them
on their breeding grounds, it's nice
that some will visit you right In your
own backyard

The writer {3 a staff naturalist
at Independence Oaks County
Park.
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route from northern Canada were
too distracting.

Last year about this time on Dec.
28, four fox sparrows werc scen On
the Detrolt Audubon Soclety's
Christmas Count. That was cnly the
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second time they had been
in the 43-year history of the count.
Frdor to that one was seen in 1975,

CAREFUL OBSERVATION of na-
ture at varjous times of the year can
provide new and different rewards.

became famillar with the fox
sparrow on lts breed(ng ground near
Hudson Bay. It's beautiful ringing

Annual After
Inventory Sale

258-6670
Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30
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Storewide Savings

Save
20-50%

Comforters, Pillows, Linens, Featherbeds,
Gift Items, Blankets and Throws
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look Into the sky, we Iaoi back in
time. The light we ses tonight left
Spica In the year 1714, Spica must
have a tremendous energy output to
be seen so brightly at such a dls-
tance.

The Quadrantid (QUAD ran tid)
metcor shower reaches ts maxi-
mum on the morning of Jan. 3.
Named for a now-obscure constella-
tlon, an average of about 40 meteors
(“shooting stars™) can be seen each
bour. You do not nced a telescope or
binoculars to observe metcors. Just
go outslde, look up, and be patient.

LOOK FOR the moon in the south.
east on the morning of Jan. 4. To the
left of the moon is the orange-red
star Antares {an TAR ees), the
“heart” of Scorpius.

Antares s about 520 lght-years

away, so its light dates bacl to 1469,
Avtares 5 also abont 700 times lar¢
er than the sun. The bright “star” to
the left of Antares is Venus.

On the morning of Jen. 5, the
moon has passed Antares and is ap-
proaching Venus,

New mioon occurs at 2:22 pam. oo
Jan. 7, The moon is located between
aeurthud!hemwdhnntvm-

3

Mercury is at its maximum elon-
gation (greatest apparent distance)
from the sun on the 8th, It I5 19 de-

grees from the sun and visible in the
sky shortly after sunset. Look for the
day-old waxing crescent moon very
close 10 the horizon. You will see
Mercury four degrees above the
moot.

If you are unable to spot the moon
oo Jan. 8, it will be easler on the 9th.

The Headmaster, Faculty and Students of

1to3pm. ~
LOWER SCHOOL
Pre-K-Grade 2
3003 West Maple Road
Birmingham

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

mvxte you to the
- Lower and Junior School
. OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 15, 1989

2to4pm.
JUNIOR SCHOOL
Grades 3-5 *
3600 Bradway Blvd.
Birmingham
647-2522

433-1050

Joln us to explore an educational
experience for your child that will
not only Inspire a lifelong love of
learning, but will {nstill the char.
acteristics needed to discover and
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achjeve Indlvidual potential.

Mon., Thors., &

Pisrson Interior’s winter sale is here.
For three days only —- Thursday, ¥riday
and Saturday (January 5-7) — you'll
save big on everything in our store.
Purchase more than one item, and we'll
take an ADDITIONAL 10% OFF the
price of whichaver piece you wish.

THREE SIGNS
OF WINTER

PIERSON'S
WINTER
SALE

Storewide savings of 20%-40% and MORE > :
~ on America’s finest home furnishings.

HIGH-QUALITY NAMIES UKE; !
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HANCOCK & MODRE « LEXINGTON
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