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Dancer’s stunt

lands in movies

By Mary Jano Doorr
spaclal writer

WENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD
old tap dancer Bill Anag.
nos made & video of him-
self a few years ago, It

shows him running up the slde of the
wall at hls parents’ home in Bir-
mingham and dolng a back flip
dressed in a suit and tie,

Last Aprll, Nick Castle, director
and writer of a soon-to-be-released
film, “Tap” with Sammy Davis Jr.
and Gregory Hines, saw the video,
He wanted that trick in his fllm. At
midnight they called Anzgnos at hls
Los Angeles home and told him to be
at Universal Studlos the next morn-
ing to start rchearsals,

““That stunt has taken me a long
ways,” Anagnos sald with a smile,
over dinner at a local restavrant
while he was home for the holidays.
“I remember the first time I ever
did it was on the west wall of the old
WI-0-Way Theatre. I was choreo-
graphing the production of ‘West
Side Story' and dancing the part of
Bcnmrdo

In the film “Tap,” which Is due to
be released in carly February, dur-
Ing a free form strect dance in New
York, the camera focuses in on An-
agnos as he runs up the side of a
building.

“IT 1S HARD to deseribe the sto-

ryline when you are making a film,”
explalned Anagnos. “They film all
out of sequence.””

Basically the story takes place in -
New York City and centers around a
tap dancer Max Washington (Grego-
ry Hines) who i5 now in prison.
Wnshlngton 's father had been consid-

the greatest of all hoofers, a
Blll “Bojangles” Robinson (figure.
Blg Mo {Sammy Davls, Jr)) tries to
get him Interested In dandng agaln.
Anagnos s one of 10 featured danc-
ers throoghout the film.

“You can spend your whole lfe
waltlng for the right opportunily to
copne around,” sald Anagnos, who is
dressed In a sult and staying In con.
ditlon‘cating a salad. “I am writing
my own vehicle for success. I have

STEPHEN CANTRELL/#1ait photoprapher

Dancer Bill Anagnos of Birmingham will acon be apponring in

the movie “Tap.”

written a screenplay for miyself
which I am now in the process of
marketlng.”

In the flim “Tap,” a famous tap
dancer, the now 66-year-0ld Harold
Nlcholas, Is featured dolng the splits.
Agnngos has become a personal
friend of Nicholas' 74 year-old

brother, Fayard, and it is for Fayard
that Anagnos bas writien his first
script, “Keep Dancing, Kid> A sece
ondary role was written for himself,

With the careful, anticipatory suc-
cess scheme that seems to mark his
life and personality, Anagnos has
managed to place the seript In the
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Bad wdather conditions p: ly. This p photo reveals some of his n‘;s
trom ating his r p-thi Il trick le-dazzl ,,M
when ho was home visiting his parents recent- as

I

h:md: o{ no less than six dlrector/

Ted Lang (“Love

t"). chble Allen (“Fame"), Jack

Haley (Nicholas' son), Nlck Castle

(“Tap"), Tclly Savalas, and Sylvester

Statlone. ‘Anagnos does not need a lit-
crary ngent,

“I HAVE ONE ambition — to
bring back the finesse and class of
the musical movies of the 31930s and

*40s," Anagnos sald, “I want to have
the audlence leave the theater hap-
py. Perhaps I am a bit old- fashloned
but I don't think Gene Kelly needed a
nude scene to make him sexy, You
can achleve a greater effect leaving
more to the Imagination,”

Anagnos has been dancing since he
was 2 but while he was In school at
Way Elementary and Lahser mgh he
played sports. It was not mascullne
to tap dance, or 5o he and hls {friends

upcoming
things to do

thought. When be was 18, he began
dancing with his sister Elaine at the
Bouzouki Lounge in Greektown and
at Greek festivals around Detrolt.
‘With hls typleal confidence and opti-
mism, he made his way on to “PM
Ma e"” and “Kelly & Company”
at 18 and 19. In his two years at
Wayne State University, Anagnos
was a theater arts major but
dropped out to help his father run
thelr Kelly’s Cafe in Pontiac.

“Did I ever learn a lot during
those two years,” Anag-

nos. .

At 22, Anagnos wanted to pursue a
carcer and school in Los Angeles.
His restaurant experience paid off
for two years as a walter for 8 Greek
restaurant in LA, The one hitch was
that customers found out about his
back flips off the wall and came in to
sce for themselves.

““This stunt roay be my curse,” An-
agnos sald. “I had to do that stunt
sometimes three times a night for
nearly two years.”

Last year Anagnos got his first

break in a national Michelob Lite™
commercial. In April, though, he qui€
his restaurant life and became a fulft
time dancer and actor. Now
thednyhe(nlmtnkecphlmsdlm
shape and works on his writing. He>
spcnda his cvenings reading literad
ture and biographles that will bt
0l in his new career, ‘e
“LAUREN BACALL once lalﬂa?l
owe my audience only one thing —eC
good performance,’ f Anagnos said.
“1 don't belleve that. I guess it v‘r%
the way I was raised. I am in
business of meeting people.” =t
Anagnos' big dream IS to see him-
self In a film at the Showcase
ma where he used to go whubew,gg
in high school. He has to return'to:
Los Angeles before “Tap” Is sched-
uled for release.
Perhaps while there be will caly
his next film, “The Purple Peop]
Eater" with Ned Beatty and Shell,
Winters, It is due to be refeased
April of 1889, He does a Fred Astaite:
dance rontioe.
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L] FILM SERIES

“A Legacy of Laughter” iz the
theme of the seventh annual Adat
Shalom Jewish Film Series at 7 p.m.
Sundays, Jzn. 8, 15 and 29, at the
synagogue in Farmington Hills. The
serles, highllghting Jewlsh humor in
the movles, will feature showings of
“The Frisco Kid," “The Producers”
and "Play It Agaln, Sam,” with com-
mentary from Dan Greenberg, film
critic and professer of film. Green-
berg teaches film at Oakland Com-
munity College and writes a weekly
column for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. He also appears on
“Aris in Review,” a weekly OCC-TV
production telecast on all Oakland
County Cable Systems. The Adat
Shalom Synagogue film series is

This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

open to the communlty without
charge. For further information, eall
851-5100,

© CASTING CALL

First Theater Guild will hold audl-
tions for a children's version of
“H.M.S. Pinafore” 7-9 p.m. Monday-
Tueday, Jan. 9-10, at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Birmingham. For
more Information, call Dlane
Schachterle at 540-6949.

@ CINEMA GROUP

“Film Close-up” is the name of a
new group mecting, open to
filmgoers, who attend area cinema
Logether at special ratcs, then re;
to a central Jocation for a one-hour
critique on the art of fllm viewed:

. Ava‘hbie Friday, S.\lurday and Smday nights

. lndoor swimming pool and sauna

* 20" Hilton Money" to spend for refreshments and/or dinner
atHurley’s, Charley’s Crab and/or The Wicker Works Restaurant

24hour advance reservations requiced!
JCNORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Road, Troy, M1 4809
(313) 879-2100

lhe se!s, costumes, lighting, music,

and directing, as well as In.
lcrpretal(un of the acript and the
quallty of performance. First mcet-
ing {8 7-10 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10, at

the Southfield Art Center. Fee is $15
for six weeks, plus five theater tick-
ets, Reglstration is at the Southfield
Parks and Recreation Buildlng,
26000 Evergreen,

@Rlo_s

Open 11330 aum, dally ,
29244 Northwestern Hwy,
Southfield 352-6330 .

CARLOS

Where Every Day’s A Holiday

Come in with your family and friends for
a taste of our festive menu -and holiday spirits.

VS

Open 11 a.m. dally
30140 Van Dyke,
Warren 574-9440

SUNDAY BRUNCH
In the New
Tivoli Restaurant

12% Adults
‘10" Seniors
Children

‘(5 & Up)

. Now thru
~  Dec. 30th k
20% OFF DINNER 2

ot the all new

Tivoli Restaurant

5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Sunday thru Thursday .

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL :

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons« Dinners * Carry Out Orders

{ SzechuanandMandarin’
Open 7 days a Week -
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday TAM-11PM
" Set12:11PMeSunday 12:10PM .

s. Woodwnrd . Birmlngham

644-2913




