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offers home
to homeless

Continued from Pags 1

{South Dakland Shelter) helping me
out, But if I can make it without it,
T'd vather,” the 41-year-old sald.

The two were among the 27-30
homeless who spent evenings at the
southeast Farmington Hills church
Dec. 25 to Jan. 1, The holiday week
was St. Alexander's turn to house the
homclw cach evening and to pro-

‘Motels cost too much
money. And rooming
houses, they're too
dirty and they have
cockroaches. I can’t
five like that.’

— homeless man

vide dlan and a bag
lunch for (he next day.

‘THE CHURCH is onc of 39 partlcl-
pating in the Royal Qak- S08
rotating cmergency shelter pro-
gram, Each church takes one week,
lSep(cmber May, to help the home-
ess,

“There's & story In every one of
them," sald Peggy Harvls, St. Alex-
ander homeless program coordlna-
tor. *The big problem Is they do not
have anywhera to go, They go to the
YMCA in Royal Oak for showers.
Others are doing some kind of job.
And some are left on the corner, or
they go to the malls or the lbrary,
where it's warm.”

Cots, with clean and warm bcddv
ing, are provided for St.

Barbara Treacher and husband
John run the St. Alexander homeless
kitchen. Like the other 70 volunteers
at St. Alexander, the couple recall
some of the homeless who touched
their hearts.

They well remember the young
couple with a baby who lived In a
car, When the man got a job, the vol-
unteers thought the couple's life
would improve. But drugs re-eatered
the scene. And there was the well-
dressed, educated young man who
surprised them all when he walked
Into St. Alexander for a hot meal,

“They don't have any direction,
they really don't,” St. Alexander vol-
unteer Nora Burns sald,

The at St are

homeless In the church soclal hnll.
Men are separated from the women
and the few children. Menus are pre-
1"pared in advanced to ensure nutrl-
. tious meals, all of which are provid-

among the estimated 10,000 home-
less in afflucnt Oakland County. Last
year, SOS served 244 people. This
year, about 200 have watked through
the center's Royal Ouak storefront

. ed by and with
i

ters, Half of last year's
pnrtlclpunu were 20-40 years old.
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MANY AKRE unemployed and un-
der employed, Many have jobs but

By day, tha homeless wander the sireots or visit the slate social
services offico, the library or the mall. At night, they sleep on

can’t afford the ever-increasing
rents even in the less-cxpensive
apartments. And many have person-
al and emotional problems stran-
gling their Ilives.

“Our goal is to make it unable to
allow peaple to live that kind of life-
style,”” Royal Oak SOS director Lilli-
an Schneble sald. “We have had sue.
cess stories that have taken maybe
three years, Something just snaps
and they come back to the world.
Every story Is dlfferent. Every rea-
son Is different. Maybe the plant
closes . . . My husband coined the
phrase: ‘There but for three house
payments goL'”

The 41-year-old man at St Alex-
ander works odd jobs during the

Botsford doctors deliver
area’s first baby in '89

Continued from Page 1

days in Dy I guess my son

“He's golng to be easy to
for," the bady’s father sald. "}icu
!lcpl through a Jot of feedings and
T've hardly heard him ery at all.”

Frank and Terry Vianueva have
the caring-for mapped out. Both em-
ployed at Michigan Natlonal Bank
Computer Center In Livonla, he
‘works the day shift, she works the
afternoon shift and they intend to
.keep it that way when she goes back
to work ‘In; another six to eight
weceks,

Brian Todd Is the cighth grand-
child for his father’s parenta and the
10th grandchitd for his mother's par-

enls, '
“Five of those cousins have birth-

sate is now in progre
fquite an et ('nl :
) .

. rlulhnuh Surnishings and \hml\

“Plan to attend this winter tradition white

©oselections are l” ”l('.

wnllﬂ.‘d 0 long to be born s0 he would
be different,” Terry Vianueva sald,
THE BABY was expected Dec, 23,
Of her 18-hour walt during In.
duced labor, Terry Vianueva said
she had “a lot of pralse to give, and a
great deal of appreciation for, the
doctors and staff* who were with

her.

“They brought flowers from an-
other part of the hospital to brighten
up my room, gave me & basket of
fruit and were with me every minute
of the time. T had no discomfort at
al),” she sald.

Frank Vianucva was born and
ralsed In Detrolt. Terry Vianueva
grew up in Garden City and has rela-
tives there,
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summer but when the cold weather
sets In, "everythlng closes down.”
One day, he plans to get back up on
his feet. Until then, he's gratelud for

508,

“Motels cost t0o much money, And
rooming houses, they're too dirty
and they have cockroaches, 1 can't
lve like that.”

Harris at St. Alexander quickly
casts aslde the notlon that the home«
less are aimless bums, “They can
dispel the myth. I don't why people
are In thls situation, Some are dls-
abled; some are Just people with
problems.”

S0S ATTEMPTS to provide the
homeless with a place to sleep, hot
food and some direction for gettlng
thelr lives back together, But SOS is
not a place to hide.

Each SOS participant is required
to begin at the Royal Qak center on
Main Street where cach Is screened
and counseled, Alcoholics and other
drug abusers are not welcome,

A counselor is on hand 20 hours a
weck. "We work on a little blt on
self-esteem and how you get yourself
out of here,” Schneble sald,

“How do you get a job if you don't
have an address or a telephone or a
place to be contacted?” Schneble
asked. “There's a lot of people out
there who don't choose to live like
this, Self-esteem s one of the biggest
problems.”

From the Royal Qak center, the
partieipating hamelong are bused to
the particutar church offering help ,
on a particular week. A couple of
men arrived at St. Alexander in their
OWnN cars,

TOM ARNETT/stat photogrsphor

cots s} churchos such as St. Aloxandor's, a member of tho
South Oakland Shelter homeless program.

St Al 's vol

Esthor

1l mnkol up the cots,

with clean sheels and blankets for the homeless who arrived at,
the church by bus from the Royal Oak-based South Oakland.
Shelter for the homeless. Use of the bua was donated by Farme-

ington Hills Mercy High Schoo).

But the majority are without any.
thing except the clothes on their
back. One elderly woman works as a
cleaning lady for a Bloomfleld Hills
family. Another woman, abused by
her husband, was waiting to regaln
possession of her home,

BY PAR, the homeless are men.
1t's the age-old llfeboat theory: wome

people are more
prone to dealing with women. The
‘women can move in with relatives,
And wome: can get better ald from
soclal services, especlally if they
have kids, For men, it's really tough.
Just within the last year have single
men been able to get anything (from
soclal services),” Schaeble sald.

So far, Schneble says there is no
maxlmuro time a cf-
pate In the SOS program. But sooner
or later, a restriction will have to be
set simply because the program Is
expensive and depends for the moat
part on donations.

The {deal solution would be a per-
manent sheller for south Oakland
County’s homeless. But it has been a
continuing battle financlally and
with zoning officlals and rnldenu
who don't want a shelter near thelf
homes,

“We need a permanent place for
these people where they can be coun-
seled and get back on thelr feet. If
we could just find a bullding where
these people could go,” Harrls said.

Drop by our store
and register today!

29th,Annual Storewide Midwinter

Sale and Sweepstakes

$12,000 GRAND PRIZE: As tho Grand Prizo winner, you'llrecelva your cholca of _

$12,000 worth of beautlful Drexel and Haritage furnlture {at manufacturer's suggested retall
prlcesL Ang our Interjor designers will be glad 1o help you creala your own very special dream
room.

the Metro Area Slner

\

Everything In our beautiful showroom is now sale
priced Includina both Drexel's and Herltaga's Country
French Collections as well as Drexei's new Ccmtemporary
group, all at 30% savings. A stroll through our sparkling
room settings will be worth your while Indeed as many new
18839 introductions have just been added.

Competitive pricing, extended terms, free delivery and setup, plus
complementary interlor design service and full year's service are
just soms of the advantages of shopping at our full-service .
showcase store. Sale ends March 4th.

Ray Interiors

Mlchlgan s first Drexel Heritage % store

N

Save
20%

50%

...DInIng Room
Furniture

..LIving Room
Furniture
...Bedroom
Furniture
...Carpeting and
Area Rugs
.Lamps and
Accessorles

...Wall and Window
Decor
..Re-upholstery
...Beddlng and \Nallpaper

476-7272 » 33300 Slocum Drive » Farming,
Open Tues., wm.. Sat. 9:30 to 5:30; Mon,, Thurs., Fri, 9:30 ) lo 9x00; Sun. 12:00 to 4:00




