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Joean Vickers Is St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher
Center program director.

St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center’s roots can
be traced back hundreds of years to France.

The Farmington Hills center’s history goes
back to St. Vincent De Pzul, who founded the first
non-cloistered _religious order of women, the
Daughters of Charity. The first Daughters were
wealthy, dedlcated Parislan women whose mis-
sion was to vislt, nurse and feed the sick, poor and
abandoned.

Today, St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center’s
slx programs for children and families are pamed
after women instrumental in the Daughters of
Charity and the instltutions created by their mem-
bers and fricnds over the centuries, Marillac Hall,
for example, bears the name of one of St. Vin-
cent’s helpers of long ago, St. Loulse do Marillac.
{ith four vlber womes, she created what Is now

‘T;e largest religlous community of women In the
" Catholic Church,

Another name at the
Hils center Is St. Ellzabeth Ann Seton. She ptant.
ed the American roots of the Daughters of Charity
in 1809 when she organlzed a community in Mary-

land.
But the Detrolt area's history with the Daugh-

THE DAUGHTERS had a two-story brick bulld-
Ing bullt on Larned as a school and the St, Vinceat
Orphan Asylum, which remained there until jt
was moved to McDougall Avenue in 18786,

- In 1869, the Daughters opened the House of
Providence on Adams in Detrolt to help unwed or
deserted mothers and thelr children. Within
months, they moved to a larger building on 14th .
Street and welcomed slx mothers and youngsters
the first winter. This was the beginning of what Is
known teday as Marillac Hall and the Loulse pro-
gram at St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center in
Farmingten Hills,

In the following decades, the House of Provi
dence evolved into a maternity hospltal while
continuing ils service as a home for unmarried
mothers and thelr bables.

Center has adapted to changes

Continucd from Paga 1

BUT TIMES bave changed and so has the cenler, The
milk Jab is gone. The center Is no longer iavolved In the

state adoption process. A 1870 state law prohiblting .

children 6 years and younger {rom Institutionalization
spelled the closing of the center’s well-known nursery.
“Today, about 95 percent of the young women are
keeplng their infants. Years 2go, we would have had
that 95 percent glving up thelr bables for adoption,”

- sald Vickers,

“There's a varicty of reasons for this, It's not simply a
matter of, ‘I declded to get pregnant so I'll keep the
baby,’ " Vick fd, “There are d factors of
why very young worden are getting pregnant and keep-
ing their infants." .

1t i3 because of the complications faclng young unwed
mothers and their Infants that the center has changed
and restructured its programming. Often, the unwed
mothers, many abused themselves, have no where to go.
They lack parenting and Independent living sklils and
are for the most part uneducated.

Each of the center’s slx programs caters to speeific
needs of children and their families ranging from unwed
teen mothers to abused and emotionally disturbed chll-
dren who cannot lve with thelr families.  ~

Where once adoptions were a focus, today the center
is heavily Involved in residential care programs for
children with problems of the 1980s ~ abuse, neglect,

dependent familics and distur-

bances, Vickers sald.

In the 19203, the Daughters acqulred a farm at
12 Mile and Inkster (then Townline Road) as a
summer camp for the children who lived in the
hospital complex.

By 1809, the Daughters built a new facility on .
West Grand Boulevard with a major portion of
the bullding devoted to the St. Ann's Department,
which served the unwed mothers and 200 {nfants
and toddlers who were left in the sister's care.

IT WAS after the home, Villa Marillac, burned
down in 1828, that the reason for the Sarah Flsher
name becomes clear. Fisher and her husband,
Charles T. Fisher, donated $750,000 to rebuild the
home. Along with a bequest from Nanctte Laniing
Rellly, the Sarah Pisher Center opened In Novem-
bor 1029. By
McDougall was closed and the girls moved to the
Sarah Fisher Home.

“At the time, it was a very state-of-the-art fa-
cility,” sald center program director Jean Vick-
ers, referring to the center's on-campus cottages.
“It was an advanced concept for the time.”

‘Today, about 95 percent
of the young wornen are
keeping their infants.
Years ago, we would have
had that 95 percent giving
up their babies for
adoption.’
— Jean Vickers
cenler program director

“THE DEMAND now Is from familles with problems
- alcohol abuse, scvere mental Jliness — they are just
Incapable at thls point of taking care of thelr kids, And
the kids develop thelr own problems trying to cope,”
Vickers gaid.

At one time, the center's cottages were home to 16
children each supervised by one sister, What began as
custodial care led by the sisters has become strong
treatment and therapy for complex problems. *

The goal, Vickers sald, is to reunite the children with
thelr families, If possible. If not, the center offers a
speclallzed foster care program. “We did find we were
dealing with chiidren who could make great strides, but
thelr familles could not,” Vickers sald. “We will find a

1948, the St. Vincent Home on

home for them.” .

To date, aix children have been adopted by their fos-
ter parents alter thelr natural parents’ rights were ter-
minated, Vickers sald,

The center's future Is expected to be as varied as its
past. Center officials are looking at what Is called an
early Intervention program to help young unwed moth.
ersstay at home with thelr families,

“We want to be able to have someone on a phone say,
‘where are you, we'll plek you up and talk to mom,”™
Vickers sald. "Often, though, a teen mom is running
from abuse. But {f it's just a matter of crisls, we can
help work through it

THE FUTURE als0 holds opportunitics for modlfying
and Improving the center's current programs, such as
taking a dlfferent focus to work more effectively with
the more difflcult children, Vickers sald.

A third window on the future includes helping older
chitdren who more than likely won't get into a foster
home and won't be adopted. Group homes or an inde-
pendent living program might be the answer.

Finally, as with the rest of soclety, the center is also
tooking at child day carc of one form or another, “Obvi-
ously, day care is a very hot toplc. It's very desperately
needed,” Vickers said,

Center officials also whll look at programs for parents
Involved in day care, how to determine the best service
for thelr famlily clrcumstances, for example. Infant
mental health also will be a new tople.

“Our philosophy at the center s, ‘let’s suppart the
family, it's the best place for children to be nurtured
and grow,' " Vickers sald. '

‘Center’s roots traced back hundreds of years

ters of Charity began in 1844 with a school, A year
later, the sisters converted part of the school at
Larned and Randolph into a 30-bed hospltal to
care for cholera and smallpox patlents. The hospl-
tal was the first in Michigan and the Northwest
Territory.

ber of Cathaol|

Phoi0 courlosy St Vincent and Sarah Flsher Conter

When Farmington Hills was still miles from no where, chlidren
at St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center were bused to a hum-

One of the D

a of Charlty al-

ways rode with the children to and from school,

New lawmaker learns her way around Lansing

Continued from Page 1 _ -
ced Democratic. oppo-

In the November general clection for
- the §9th state House seat.
. Inlate November, Dolan attended
* a three-day orlentation with other
- newly clected leglslators, The state
" House clerk and assistant clerk did
© most of the talking, It was some of

the things she heard about the reall

mittees she'll serve, But she is pretty
She trou xuml thn‘t ?s ;c n:wccnla)eorl the a‘flzlo!cle

won't solely ers. Dolan will sit
. nent John Dolan of Blngham Farms . o 1he commiltee of the committecs,
which allocates who will serve on
which committee.

*As a longtime member of the
federated garden clubs and with an
equally long interest In the environ-
ment, Dolan’s first cholce for a com.
mittee assignment s the conserva-

Board of Directars.

Dolan's had plenty of time since
the November election to determine
just how she wants to handle her job
and stay In touch with her consti-

conferred with him, lstened to him.
“f plan to do some things differently
because §t’s me,” she said,

Dolan plans to stop in at council
meetings in the 69th Dls}rlct, includ-

similar.”

tuency, She plans to o
Lanslng daily from her Farmington
Hills apartment. She plans to spend
at least four days In Lansing, “How 1
spend the days will depend on the
committees I end up on and the way

i sessions are sched-

. {lcs of belng a Ieglslator that stuck fn  on 214
. her mind. When torn oo a vote, the
. clerk sald to always “remember who
© sent you here,” Dolan sald.

“He salid don't think you're golng

Her second cholce would be on the
public health commitiee, also up her
alley because of her years of service
on the Botsford General Hospital

the

uled,” Dolan sald.
THERE'S NO doubt she'll earve

her own niche in Lansing rather thon

filling Brotherton’s shocs, She's

to come up here and change the
. world. He said, you're better off to
. take it slow, learn the process.”
"~ AND THAT'S what she’s been
« doing — setting up shop. Getting to
know who's who and declding as
: youch as she can, how she wants to N
. handle her new role. .

*"" No. As one of the fledgling legisla-
. tors, she won't be moving into Sandy
. Brotherton's old office. But his sec-
- retary, Sally, and his 69th District
- phone number will stay with Dolan.

* " She’s not sure yet on which com-
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Ing Fi Hills,
Southfleld Townshlp and the villages
of Beverly Hllls, Franklin and Bing-
ham Farms. She’ll be in touch with
city managers and elected officials.
“I've been working on learning more
about other arcas, llke Southlfeld

plans on taking

‘you know it i
. You will s
clothing, furni
Plan to attend this @
jons are at thei

Township,” Dolan sald. “The prob-
lems (with the communities) are

Dolan says she’ll miss the Jong-
term relallonships she established
during her 14 years on the Farming-
ton Hills Clty Council. It was there
that she learned paticnce and that
nothing occurs overnight. And she
those lessons to
Lansing with her, “It takes years up
there to get things through. In Lans-

", Our winter sale is now in progy
qttite an erent. .
20 to 50 percent on the finest
vings and shoes
inter tradition: white

hest. -

Sale ends January 28th,

ing it's not as Issue orlented as it is
party oriented,” Dolan gald.

She has the same advice for the
city councll that she is keeping in
mind for herself as she goes to Lans-
ing: "The blggest thing they have ta
remember in the back of their minds
1s, what's best for the communlty. In
Lansing, Michigan should be the
goal. Even though you represent a
district, you should have the whole
(state) in mind.” *

and as

Arewite
663,724

Mon-Sat. e son.son by

*Women's Shoe Sale in our Ann Arbor Store Only. I




