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Here's how House

1, the opening week of the 101st Con-
Lm]i: These ‘were no &mle roll -

REFORM nux.m By a vote of
231 for and 162 against, the House
« endorsed the Democratic majority's
Z proposed rules for s operation in
- the 101st Congreas.

- The vote cleared the way for rou-
tne adoption of the Democratle
rules, which are essentally un-
changed from those used in the 100th
Congress, It rebuffed a reform pack-
ngc auu\ored by House Republicans,

t Issue were GOP complalnts
mv, D in recent Congr

&
-
*
-
-

recorded on major roll call vou= In .

" Roli Cali Report

Also, the GOP rules required the
House to Include [tsclf tn civil rights,
falr labor practices and o*her social
Ieglslation it has passed for the rest
ol the cauntry and directed the Rules

mittee and floor operations to all but
eliminate Republican opposition. Re-
publicans say increasingly restric.
tive rules also lessen accountabliity
to constituents and make #* more dif-
ficult for public oplnlon to Influcnce
Congross.
The GOP rules sought to:

® Require roll call votes on flanl
passage of all appropriations and

taxatlon bills and members’ pay .

r:ﬂsfs
. | a fiveday work

have used their control over com-
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(AP) — Just weeks uﬂer the Mlch-
~igan Legislature killed a school
Sfinance plan, Semate Republican
+ leaders have drafted a new proposal.
- + They say It wlHl boost state financing
2 of public schools by more than $500
“ mlllion a year,
< But it, too, faces a long road, Or-
> xnnluru must gather cnough petition

. signatures and win elther accept-
- ance by the Legislature or approval

* by state voters,
i The proposal doesn't call for a tax

+ Increase, but would set aside a larg-
- er share of the stale budget for
< schools, according to Sen. Dan De-
mw.R -Port Huron.

“This is a concept wc 've argued

week lor the present three-day week.

for from day one,” DeGrow said.
“This is re-cstablishing pricrities.”
He said backers will discuss the
ldea with educatlon, business and
other groups and declde near the end
of January whether to launch a peti-
tion drive to place it on the ballot,

THE, PROPOSAL Is aimed at re-
ducing the gap between rich and

® Outlaw proxy voling in com-
Iitees.

@ Require committees to be more
open in conducting mceUngs and di-
vulging voting records.

Rcpublicans also attacked the in-
creasing use of “closed” rulu that
limit or prohiblt floor

ways of
alreamlinlng the House's commilttee
bureaucracy. .

Minority Leader Bob Michel, R.
111, said the GOP rules would “blow
the doors off the chamber and let in
the clean, fresh air of open and free
debate.”

the Democratic majority's growing
reliance on budget act walvers to
skirt statutory deficit llmits and the
practice of adding unauthorized
money and programs to appropria-
tlons bllls.

Senate GOP lcaders sald they
would draft such a proposal after the
Legislature failed last month to ap-
prove legislation to cut property tax.
es for homeowners and businesses,
raise the sales tax to § percent from
4 pereent, and dedleate 10.7 percent
of the budget for educatlon.

DeGrow sald many school officials
are supporting gm x}u:w Idea, but he

at

poor school districts in
Currently, the poorest dlstricts
spend less than $2,500 per pupll a

year. The rlcher ones — such os

to

draw opposltlon from many
lawmakers who want to protect
other areas ul’ the budget.

“House are not real

tHES
Southficld, Farmlnxmn nnd Livonia
— allocate $5,000 to $7,000 per pupil
per year,

Meet

Tony wiil autogrop

TONY SPINA
Photojournallst, Chief Photographer
Detrolt Free Press

JULIA SPINA-KILAR
Fine Art Photographer

JANUARY 11—
Thursday, January 12th-7 to 9 PM

JANUARY 31
he Artists

h coples of his book

keenon ll\ls ** he safd.

Dy dld not on
the Republican proposal.

Members vollng yes supported
House rules put forth by the Demo-
cratic mafority. Voting yes: Demo-
crals Dennly Herte! of Harper

THE PROPOSAL, he sald, calls
for carmarking 11 percent of the
state budget for education In 1851,
Each year for five years, It would be
raised by 1 percent year to a total of
15 percent. Now, 7.4 percent of the
budget goes for schools.

The budget for the current flscal
year calls for spending $6.7 billion
{from the general fund, the state's
main checklng account,

‘Three percent of the budget would

Woods, Willlam ¥ord of Taylor and
Sander Levia of Southfleld.

Voting no:* Republicans Carl Pore
sell of Plymouth and Willam
Broomfield of Lake Orion.

CLOSED RULES — By a vote of
163'for and 239 against, the House
rebuffed a Republlcan attack on the

.;chse Dems reject GOP’s ‘reform’ rules

Democ:allc leglslation.

This vote killed a GOP atternpt to
require four days' natice of any
Rules Committee meeting that coutd
send blils to the floor under restric.
tive rules.

“This House Is becoming un-

and "

sald Rep. Gerald Solomon, R-N.Y.
D did not

Democratic mn]o ty's
use of closed debatlng rules.
Closed rules set by the Rules Com-
mittee ban floor amendments or
limit the number of amendments
that can be offered to a partls
bill durlng floor debate.
. Republicans say thelr use has
nearly quadrupled In the past-dec-
ade, frustrating the GOP minority’s
efforts to prmnl alternatives to

He sald the program would be
funded by growth In the state budg-
et, as long as spendlng for other pro-
grams is frozen. But he sald an extra
$230 million would be needed in the
flrst year of the plan.

It lawmakera decide to go ahead,
they would start circulating peti-
tions in April, DeGrow sald.

They would have to collect 191,728
valld signatures within six ‘months to
lorcc a special election, although the
would have an opportu-

be set aslde for colleges,
and the state would guaraniee at
ieast $3,000 per year for each school
pupil, DeGrow sald.

nity to pass the law itself before the
electlon is held,
Also backing the new plan is Sen-

on
the proposal.

Members voting yes favored four
days’ notice of Rules Committec
meetings that could produce closed
rules for foor debate.

Voting yes: Republicans Pursell
and Broomfield.

Voting no: Democrats
Ford and Levin,

Hertel,

GOP school aid plan: Divert more state spending

ate Majorlty Leader John Engler, R-
Mount Pleasant.

BUT THE CHAIRMAN of the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee s
cool to the idea,

The Booth Newspapers reported
that Sen. Harry Gast, R-St. Joseph,
safd the budgets of at least four state
departments would have to be wiped
out to meet the proposed school
spending Increascs.

“I'm not happy about It Gast
sald, “I think they should define
where these dollars are golng to
come from.”
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