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bnkland County Probate Judge Barry M. Grant,
left, chats with Suzanne Dreifus, whose prace

frequently.
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tice of probate law brings her to his courtroom

 Legalities

Late-blooming lawyer
builds dream, practice

By Shirles Rose iden
staft writor

Somewhere in @ hidden place,

' decp instde her mind and heart, Su-
zanne Dreifus always harbored a
love for the Jaw and a yen to be part
nf the legal world.

.+ But for-long years her life was
moved by the pn!l of other currents, -

Anyone who belleves It's too late
10 accomplish & life dream need only
pondcr the experience of Drelfus
who became a law student at 52, a
lawyer at 55.

A native Detroiter whose parents
were also born in the city, she went
to the publle schools In a northwest
Detroit area with the neighborhood
kids, considering a earcer in teach-
Lr;%aas many young women did In

"I went to Michigan State, then to
Ann Arbor for a degree In liberal
arts, majoring In speech at U-M, and
then went to the Unlversity of Pltts.
burgh for a mastera in business ad-
ministration.

“For a while, I worked Ln advertis-
Ing, but then I got married and gave
up career Idean”

A homemaker with a family, she
experienced the end of o ﬂm mar-
rlage and about 15 years ago, mar-
rled John Drelfus, The lnmlly ln«
cluding four just-about.

20 years at Highland Park,” Drelfus
safd, “It was an affirmative action
thing that's now against the law of
the land. My layoff was racially
based and out of line in senlority.”

DREIFUS WAS so0 devastated she
didn't know what she would do next.
“I thought my life was over, and

lives in Farmington Hils, Dmmu

mught in Detroit high schools and at
Highland Park Junior College

(HPJC}

- "I always lovtd my teaching, but

in 1981, I'was laid off after almost

Walking the halls of tho Oak-
Iand County Court Houso, Su-
zanne- Dreifus is really con-
vinced she was meanttobo a
lawyer.

then my husband, John, asked ‘What
about law school?'.”

“As an adult, I thought about the
law and had talked about law school.
1 was having a hard time gelting n
full-Ume job. I promised John I
would take the lSA'l' tests and I dld.

“The next thing I knew I was 2 52
year-old-student at the Unlversity of
Detroit Law School.” -

It was a heady time for Drelfus
who had left high school 35 years be-
forc and now was faced with three
years of tough law studies. -

“Law school was a total commit-
ment. It had to be,” she sald. “I
started in night school o that I could
teach, but then stopped worklng. 1
couldn’t do bath, Out of 70 In my
class, 40 flnished. It was tough.

“The first year I was totally
focused on law school, I didnt go
anywhere. It was a strain. Some
young people in the class were di-
vorced, 1 was absent from every-
thing for three years.”

Her husband and the boys were to-
tally supportive.

Dreffus sald a law school educa-
tion twists the brain and changes the
student's way of thinking.

“I was set In my ways and [t was
hard for me to readjust my way of
thinking. Also, the testing procedure
was diffleult for me,

“EVERY DAY, for three years, 1
considered quitting law school, 1t
was a classic love-hate thing, But the
bottom llne is, I was hooked. I love

_thelaw)”
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Oakland Family Services will
recelve funding from the US, De-
partment of Health and Human
Services to develop an innovative
(reatment program almed at
breaking the cycle of chronle child
neglect seen ln a algnlllml per-
centnge of familles in Onkland

Covnty.ib rimary lxr t area
the p: of
for this pilot project wlll be the
clty of Pontiac and will be adminls-
tered from the family center locat-
ed there, plans call for expanding
the project to serve the entire
county.
Tho agency s seeking volunucn
m in long-term one-to-

cffective In ellciting change.
Other program needs include tu-

one rnlnf nships between parent gl
and volunteer, proven to be most

tors, children’s mnp Iudm-;;.

sald Nancy McHugh who can be
reached at 858-7766.

CHILD NEGLECT Iis defined as ‘
fallure to provide for the child's
rhyllcal. emotlonal and psycholog-

Chronically neglectful familles
develop through gencrations of ne

The goal of the Family Em-
powcrment Program s to reduce
the Incidence of chronic child ne-”
glect by helping families overcome
cnough of these obstacles to take
charge of their own lives.

Tho program model provides in-
tensive, mulliple treatment strate-
s over the course of cach fami-
ly's two-ycar involvement in the
grv]ot:t. ‘The strength of the model,

owever, 11 In coupling theso
wi

Volunteers vital part
of child neglect battle

land County. Oakland County De-
partment of Soclal Services, the
Oakland County Probate Court, the
Oakland County Health Depart-
ment, the Cooperative Extenslon
Service, the Oakland County Child
Abuse and Neglect Councl, Light-
house, Pontlac Youth Assistance,
Pontlac Health Care Center,
Baldwin Avenue Community Cen-
ter ‘and a number of area churches
have pledged thelr support for this
proj

MANY PARENTS are trying un-
successfully to care for thelr chil.
dren while lacking the crucial
knowledge, support and personal
experience of having been purtured
and protected by caring parents
during their own childhoods which
would make il pw;lhle for them to

truly “parent.”
will be tralned and

to
the success of this pilot project,”

supervised to devel-

op a close relationship with a par-

mt. 'l'hu goal be to p:vide
uca-

transportation, an and No

luchwpmu bomn managerient  family can succeed living In & vac-

skills, basic home maintenance and  uum,

meal p! hnnlnundpm&ax:dnlm. s r?l;ywnl boa sbaral nlg'
N unit; vital o) many agencles, anlza-
s o therp tions and lndlvlduals within Oak-

support,
unu lnd tole modeling to each par-
ent i1 the program.

¥

Suzanne Dreifus, attorney at
law, at long last has hung her
shingle out for all to see in
office

Most of her adult lite, she
daydreamed of being an at-
torney, then took the law
boards and mado it to law
school, all after the age of 50,
Presently, the Farmington
wiiis resident praciices mosi-
iy probato law, a fleld in
which she believes she helps
chifdren and famillcs.

Staftf photo by John
Stormzand
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*Total unlts avalfable while quantities last. Clearance items will vary by store.

VALUG 8 .SERVICE
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INVENTORY
CLEARANCE

IU70 OIT
Fashions for women, men,
children, and the home’

Here, just a sampling of the savings:

30%-50% OFF Ladies sweafers 4000° sclected styles in
Misses” Sweaters, Women's, Petite & Junior Spartswear, Updated Sepa:

Headliners. Coordinates, Better Sportswear not included. Onn. 524-5120 14,97.79.97.

25%-40% OFF Ladies’ dresses 1500° sclected styles in Better,
Carecr, Petite, Moderate, Women's and Junior Dresses. Origl. $44-$200, 29,97-149.97,

30%-50% OFF Ladies’ winter outerwear. 150" sected
styles in Misses,” Women's, Junior and All Weather Coats. Orig. $135-5229, 64.97-149.97.

25%-35% OFF Men’s sweaters. seiccied sweaters in dlassic
and fashion designs. 1500° In Men's Sportswear, Orig. $28-$48; 19.97-29.97.

-35%-40% OFF Men's dress shirts. By Arrow, Van Heusen,

John Henry and more, G000* !n Men's Dress Shitts, Orig. $23-$42, 14,97-24,97.

rates & Collections,
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