By Loraine McClish
ataft wrlter

VERY OCTOBER Marvel
E Steiger is ready with all of

the materfal she's going to

need to put together
wreaths trimmed with the plumage
of pheasants.

It will be a ot of sllk, dried and
colored materlals she’s gathered to
complement the natural colors of the
pheasant skins she recelves, because
they are all differ from one another,
and -because she never knows how
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Designing aroundfeathers

Artist begins her creations at the end of the hunting season

many she will have to work with af-
ter the hunting season.

Most of the materlals she has in
readiness for her creations are sub-
tle In color because the colors of the
game are eluslve,

Depending on the light, the time of
day, or even viewlng the wreath
from ene angle or another, blues wiil
turn to aquamarine, purples will
change to red, rusts will change to
gold or yellow.

"It all started when I was trylng
to find a glft for a boss who had eve
erything,” the Farmington Hllls resi-

dent sald,

The boss she speaks of s Fred
Wright, clrculation manager for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
and her boss for 18 years.

“He's hunted big game in Africa
and Alaska, and for a3 long as I can
remember, cvery October, bird
game In the Mldwest,” Steiger sald.
“A few years ago he gave me some
feathers to make myself a hat. I nev-
er did get the hat made. The feathers
looked so beautiful agalnst natural
colored straw. Combining the two
into a wreath scemed to be the per-

Marvel Steiger shows one of the wreaths she made backed wilh a mirror, Most of her crea-

tions have an open back.

fect gift for him.”

STEIGER HAS handerafted jewel-
ry, is a flower arranger, an accredit-
ed flower show judge, and creates
minlature Christmas trees and flow-
er arrangements for doll houses,

But whatever creatlve project she
has golng will stop from October to
the end of the year now for her to
put together her wreaths, designed
around the pheasant skins or feath-
ers,

“These are not Christmas wreaths,
‘They are made to be used all year
round, It just bappens that they are
made in the pr as season,”
she sald.

“I sell all I make now through the
owner of a boutique my sister Intro-
duced me to in Cleveland. But con-
tracting for a given number, or a
specific color, Is just aut of the ques-

tlon.

“Some of the blrds are close to
being alike, but never really alike,
and besldes I am not a production
person. Each plece I get to work
with Is so beautiful on its own I take
a lot of care with the ribbons, the
dried materials, whatever trim I use
with it,” she said.

No matter what size the wreaths
made for wall hangings to be sold,
the owner of the shop In Cleveland
always gets a couple of minfatures
in the shipment.

“My {avorite flower arrange-
ments are always the nlum
‘That's why I started making th
miniatures for the doll houses, and l
guess I'll never get away from them
whatever I do," she sal

Stelger ralsed her four children in
Farmiogton Hills and is employed as
the Observer & Eccentric area clreu-
lation manager for Redlord and the
southern section of Livonta.

Staff photos
b,

Y
Randy Borst

The love and enjoyment of
miniatures provoked artist
Marvel Steiger to create the
small wreath she holds in her
znd (above) and the orna-
ment for holiday tree or year-
round hanging accessory.

The Rev. T. Richard Marcls, a
world traveler and pastor of Prince
of:Peace Lutheran Church in Farm-
ington Hills, is taking rescrvatlons
now for a tour he'll lead that he calts
“The Best of China.”

The 15-day trip is scheduted for
July 12-26 via Japan Alrlines,

My wife and I have been hosting
tours slnce 1968,” he sald. “Over the
past 20 years we have taken groups
to Egypt, Israel, Greece and many

countrles throughout Europe. Even
so, Chlna sezmed to us a country in
another world.

“Because relations between the
US. and China have improved, op-
portunities to travel there safely s
now a reality, What's more, it's also
offordable.”

The cost of the tour from San
Francisco will be $2,485 which in-
cludes all inland trips by private mo-
torcoach, sepclal events — sui

cultural entertalnment and a Peking
duck dinner — all admission fees,
first class hotels and hotel taxes,
porterage, gratultics and the Chinese
Visa. The price also includes three
meals a day In China, and American
breakfasts while in Hong Kong,

Tour stops will be made in Shang-
hai, Beiflng, Xian, Guilin and Hong
Kong.

MARGCIS IS also offering a couple

Tourists called to see the ‘Best of China’

options.

Tourlsts can choose to extend
thelr stay in the Orient for four days
in Tokyo, or an additional four or
elght days in Bangkok and Singa.

pore.

“Both are offered at very reason-
able rates,” Marcis safd. “But there
must be a minimum of 10 signing up
for elther of these extenslons. And
since the number to joln us will be
limited, an carly decision would be

appreclated.”

Travel arrangements are made by
Nawas International Travel, which
ploncered Christian tours to the far
corners of the world and has been In
operatlon for 40 years.

A complete brochure detalling the
tour will be sent on request by call-
ing Marets at his office during regu-
lar business hours at 553-3380, or at
home, 661-0768.
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