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india’s ambassador visits Hills

Sy Sob Shlas
stalf writer

Democracy and seculprism are
two of India’s greatest resources, the
Indian ambassador to the Unlted
States declared in a vialt to Farm-
Ington Hills Saturday,

Addressing members and guests of
the 35-famlly Dawoodi Bohra
mosque, Al-Masjldul Burhanl, 20959
Orchard Lake Road, during a dinner
meetlng, ambassador P.K. Kaul
sald: “We are an example of democ.
racy.

“We have demonstrated to the
world that more than the number of
people who live In the Unlted States
have voted in any (national) election
in Indla. We have demonstyated our
commitment to live In a democrac-
tie government.”

Indla, which legislated a demo-
cratlc constitution in 1949 after
galning Independence from Great
Britaln two years before, is the
world'’s most-populous democracy.

Stressing Indla's religlous free-
dom, Kaul said: “We flrmly belleve
In this doctrine, this strength. We
bave demonstrated to the world that
secularism can bind 800 million peo-
ple together and can take the coun-
try forward.”

Kaul's appearance colncided with
the celebration of the 77th birthday
of Dr. Syedna Mohammed Bu-
rhanuddin, splritual leader of 1 mil-
Hon Ismaili Muslims of the Dawoodi
Bohra scct, and the 41st analversary
‘2’; )t!ze Republic Day of Indla (Jan.

“It's a matter of great satisfactlon
to be here,” sald Kaul, who came
from Washington, . In the com-
pany of U.S, Secret Service agents.

cuitural collage

Apago of Farmington-nioa ethnlc nows

“WE HOPE you visit us oftcn to
glve us guidance in how to prosper
and live with friends of all cultures,
all walks of life,” said West Bloam-
fleld resident Taheer Rasheed,
bursting with pride over the mosque,

Farmington Hills was chosen for
the Dawoodl Bohra's first mosque in
the Western Hemlsphere because of
the religlous sect’s concentration of
followers within five miles of the
clty.

Dr, Burhanuddln — His Holincss
to followers — came from Bomba;
to bless the Farmington Hlils
mosque when It opened last Junc
gur:ng hls third visit to the United

tates,

Earller, he pmvldcd a grant to

member thelr hameland. Noting the
rising lteracy rate, improved food
harvest and growth In industry, he
cited investment opportunlties in In-
dia’s revitalized economy.

ON BEHALF of congregants,
Farmingten Hills resident Badrud-
dln Rangwala said, “We are proud to
be here. Farmington Hitls Is a city
very modern In jts thinking.”’

In a letter, Incoming Farmington
Hills Mayor Terry Sever wished the
congregatlon a “fruitful and produc-
tive" year ahead. Qutgolng Mayor
Jody Soronen, who attended, wished
congregants “health, happlness and
prosperity’ for 1989,

Taher Rasheed described newly
clected atate representative Jan Do-
lan of F: Hills as a woman

Nooruddin Yamanl of Uvanln, kick
off fund-ralsing for the $400,000
prayer hali,

Kaul, 81 Imld varlous government
posl ming ambassador
the Unlwd Sules 3% years ago.

Urging Al-Masfldul Burhani con.
gregants to commit themselves to
public service in the United States,
Kaul said: “"You must not glve any
Impression that you only wlll benelit
from the place you are lving. You
must also give back."

Kaul also urged congregants to re-
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who has “helped us maintain our re-
. ligion, our culture, our values.” Do-
“lan, also on hand, called her friend-
ship with the congregation “very In-
teresting and rewarding.”
Consldered a small sect of (he
Muslim religlon, Dawoodi Bohra be-

Hein wiv based on the teachings of
the Fatem! Imams 888 ycars ago; a
Fatemi imam founded Cairo, Egypt,
In 962 A.D.

His Holiness was ratsed and
taught In the Fatiml philosophy of .
Ilterature, art and economics. He
followed his father as leader of the
sect and Is the religlon’s 52nd fmam .
in the Fatimi tradition,

His sect prides itself on allegiance
to dlsclpline, education, tolerance,
generoslty, piety, moral values, pa.
trlotism, and law and order.

It also makes intérest-free loans
to followers for homes, businesses,
and cars because it doesn't belleve fn /
“the evils of Interest.”

clarification -

A Farmington focus item Monday ;
sald the closest retall center tothe :
plonned new Halsted Village at 12 .
Mile and Halsted Is on Orchard Lake ,
Road. The Kendallweod Plaza s a @
mile closer, at 12 Mile and Farming-
ton Road.

The Oakland Parks Foundation- *
sponsored Winter Famlly Fun Day «
scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 15, at
Glen Oaks County Park in Farming-
ton His has been cancelled because |
of the weather,
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Beef Round Steaks

Sold as Steaks Only ,
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Bag

Crlnkle Cut.Farmer's Select

£ * French Fries

1.00 |

8 Pack
% Liter

Coca Cola, Diet & Regular, i
Classic, Squirt or Sprite £

1.99..... &=

Assorted Flavorse 6 oz, :
Kissle Creamy Blends

2/1.00

10.50z.
Can

Cream of Chicken or Mushroom

Fame Soup

5/2.00

Assorted Flavors 6-6.5 oz Can '

Punna 100 Cat Food

4/1.00
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