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‘David Goodwill, CEO of Ladbroke DRC, is looking for help from the Legisiature in the form of loosening wagering laws, to help DRC get back to the winnet's

circle,

DRC looks to Lansing
for convenience betting

.8y Yom Ferguson
“stalf wrltor

Handlcapping a bad race is easier

than getting a line on the future of
Ladbroke DRC in Livonla, Michi-
gan's only thoroughbred horse racing
track. .
. The Brilish conglomerate that
bought DRC In 1985 Is entering the
final year of a flve-year plan still
walting for the one too) it belicves
esseatial to success: off track betting
(OTB),

“'If someone came to us and sald,
‘You're never going to get it (OTB),"
Jt would be a no-bralner,” sald David
Goodwill, 42, CEQ of Ladbroke Rac-
ing Corp., meaning Ladbroke would
pull the plug on its effort to develop
;) ;&njor lengue raclng program at

. “Results at this track bave im-
proved, but we are not tatking about
a profitable organization,” sald
Goodwill, recently arrived from
Britain to coordinate Ladbroke's
stalled American lnvasion.

“We have a lot of asscts hero with
no return, But Ladbroke is also a

company that s prepared to take a
:oqg-urm view, to do the Job proper-

Long-term for DRC means long
enough to sec whether OTB, or at
lcast its less-ambitious cousin, inter-
track wagering (ITW), will emerge
from the Leglslature. {Sec accompa-
nying atory for betting definitions.)

Goodwill won't say how far Lad-
broke’s pattence will extend, but in-
dicatlons are one inore season
wouldn't be a bad guess.

Menanwhlle, predicting the fate of
1TW/OTB leglslation is hazardous,

THE GOOD news for Ladbroke is
that James Karoub, the track's pow-
criul Lansing lobbylst, is optimistic,

“I don't scc any problem with
ITW,” he sald, “OTB will be intro-
duced later.”’

‘The bad news U5 that the harness
racing industry, which represents
nearly three-quarters of the Mich!-
gan horse racing Industry, is at best
<00l to what the Indus-

deelde to oppose OTB, and if they
are suceessful, Goodwill might have
his “no-bralner.”

WHEN LADBROKE Group PLC
decided to establish jts U.S. beach-
head at Schooleraft and Middlebelt,
1t elearly had OTB in mind — not the
operation of a minor league race
track.

Though It has yet to accept a sin.
gle OTB wager In thls country, Lad-
broke Racing Corp, (the U.S, subsidi-
ary) is deseribed in a company press
release an “Ladbroke’s U.S. off track
betting subsidiary.”

“We are the world’s experts in Lhis -

arca,” Goodwill safd. “If anybody is
golng to do OTB well in this country,
it s golng to be us."”

The parent company is indeed the
world lender, By last June Ladbroke
‘was operating 1,797 betting shops in
the United Kingdom and Ircland,
had 75 percent of the market in Bel-
glum and had opened 75,shops In the

try gref ers to call “convenience bett-

'At worst, If the harness horsemen

h 1 after sccuring A natlon-
al monopoly on OTB.

Ploase turn to Page 2

Tracks face changing times

* “This place was bullt to bold
30,000 people in the '40s,” sald Bili
Bork. “Now we {11l up that parking
fot with a crowd of 15,000 on Michl-
gan Mlle Day, I ask some old-timers
where the hell they put all these
cars, and they say: ‘Bill, thls was
farmland then. They parked across

‘Give me & 40- or 50-
degree day-in January
- or February, and I'll do
a million and a half at
the windows. There's
thing else going on:

that it's golng to work. But every
state that has OTB has had ITW
flrst. It's a natural step,

“It appears that the standardbred
(harness) people are agalnst it be-
cause they don't know what effect it
will bave. But I helped write tho bill
50 that if It's hurting them, they can
stop It.”

He Is confldent of ITW's imml-
nence, and of OTB's nevitability.
But he sces yet another, inferfor
route to help his alllng indusiry, sort
of a fack In the hole, '

o bh

and across

" Changing tUmes and thelr effecton 110 Jake salling, no
marketing his product are what'son  Grand Prix, no Tigers.’
the DRC president’s mind these — Bill Bork
days, He rattled off the litany.

“Anyway, there wero no lotterles, broke Group bas developed in Eu-
There were no flve sports teams FOPS: o\
wlth long seasons. Tm talking abou

“It takes flve houra to run 10 rac-
s, and people don’t want that any-
more, Sce all those eq stadlum
scals? They want to be able to bet
two races and go home. BIIf, Bam.
In and out.

“And they want a nice place
where they can take thelr wile or
glrlfriend.” ) .

it
chalirs,” he sald, “I mean first class.
Two- or three-million-dollar facill-
1les that seat 500 people. No admis-
slon, No parking problems. Mutuel
clerks in tuxedos. Look at the Pal-
ace; thal’s what people want.”

But he'll settle for Intertrack
wagerlng, at Jeast for starters, al-
lowing DRC to send its racing card
via TV to other tracks.

have never raced In tho winter here.
1 come from a in Pean-

Terms of
the trade

® Parimutuel wagering

Ever since a Paris shop-
keeper dlscovered a  better
way in the 19th Century, bet-
tors have not had to submit to
the vagaries of payoff prices
set by boakles. In essence, hor-
seplayers now set the prices
{odds) themsclves by bettlng in
a mutual poel (“mutucl” in
Parls, hence parimutuel).

© Off Track Betting (OTB)

Parimutuel horse-race
wagering conducted at a bett- .
ing shop away from the track,
somelimes with full-service
dining and beverage services,
on races brought in via closed-
circult TV. The thoroughbred
racing industry, hit hard by
state Jotteries and changlng
1lfestyles, sees OTB as a way
to take its product to con-
sumers no longer willlng to
drive long distances and sit
through a full day's raclng
card.

® Intertrack Wagering (ITW)

A less-radlcal cousln  of
OTB, ITW allows bettlng at a
race track on races run clse-
where and brought in on
elosed-clreult TV, Under cur-
rent law, DRC offers betting
on selected simulcasts of ma-
jor races from around the
country. But there is a maxl-
mum of one race a day, which
13 added to the program of live
races, Under ITW, DRC could
remain open at night and ac-
cept bets on Hazel Park’s har-
ness racing — and vice versa,
In states such as Mlinois and
Pennsylvania, ITW was oper-
ated for several years belore
introduction of OTB.

STEVE JONES/sta!i phatographor

Some health plans are like hospital gowns:
They never cover asmuch asyou wish they would.

When it comes to health care, traditional medical insurance leaves a lot to be desired.

sylvania racing, where we did race
in the winter, and we could go year-
round, Glve me a 40- or 50-degrea
day In January or February, and I'll
do a milllon and a half at the win-
dows. There's nothing elsa going on:
no lake sajling, no Grand Prix, no
Tigers,

E they only cover a portion of your costs. Health Alliance Plan, on the other hand, is
much more comprehensive. We offer complete coverage for oo
virtually everything from pediatrics to geriatrics. And this
extensive medical coverage is available from over 1,600 physi-
cians at 23 medical centers, 18 hospitals and hundreds of
individual doctor’s office locations.

To find out how you can become a member, call 872-8100.

The answer, ae belleves is off-  “It (ITW leglslation) looks good for “But I don’t want to do that at this . .
track betting, ;'ucklgcdand present- this year: Let's got the vehlcle In  time. I think the answe: is c:nvcn- You'll learn Why Health Alliance Plan is such a great way to
ed with the expertise the parent Lad-  place,” Bork sald, “No one"is sure lence betling, That's off track.” cover your medical needs. And that's the naked truth,
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