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Shisan Flynn wasn't raised in Birmingham, but
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hér parents live here now. She s staying with
tHem while starring at the Birmingham Theatre

Flynn as Mavls, the dance lenchar. is surrounded by the adulln
she teaches to tap dance at a class held in a London church
bnunment. The students’ abilitles range from skilled to inept,

hut by play's end all are dancing together smartly. In this scene,

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

2 1. Independent and fnm]lyowned
2, Centuries of knowledge and culture.
3. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
chlidren and grandchildren of our earliest customers.
4, We wera the tirst with our own style Nacho- and
copied by many.
5. We serve quallty food!

NOW INTRODUCING: STEAK & CHICKEN FAJITAS!
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TAYING WITH her famlly
while her show Is in town is
one of the pluses enjoyed by
Susan Flynn, who stars in

“Stepplng Out* at the Birmingham
Theatre.

The New York actress won criti-
cal praise for recent appearances in
O!f-Broadway revivals of “Compa-
ny" and “Dames at Sca.” She was in
fine splrits when she was inter-
viewed one day last weck at her par-
ents' home in Birmingham.

An cnergetle blonde, Flynn was
casually dressed In a red and white
sweater, red pants and Reboks. Dad,
George Schubering, wasn't around
that alternoon, but her mother, Mar-
garet, was — beaming while she
popped in and out, making plans for
another in a series of welcoming
partles. Schubering also brought out

the students rehearse for a recital, with a bevy of ill-assarted
ha‘I’a lr:’o costume shop provided instead of the bowlers they
ordered.

Limited avaitabllicy.
Not valid for groups.

GREAT RATES

Overnight accommodations

for two adults and up to three
children in 3 deluxe gucst room.

Swimming Shopping |
Jacuzzi Great Food
Reercation Entertalnment
Movies

newspaper cllppings about her
daughter's previous shows and sald
good naturedly, “That’s what moth.
ers are for,” In explanatlon of her
boosterism,

Fiynn Is no shrinklng violet. She
talked enthusiastically, laughed
heartlly as she recalled such adven-
tures as her last appearance in met-
ropolltan Detroit, when she played
the Fisher Theatre In a show that
hoped to go to Broadway but flopped
here, and {on a more upbeat note)
talked about how she met a tall dark
Irishman at a bus stop, gave him her
phone number on the bus, and even-
tually became his wife,

“BARBARY COAST" was the
name of the show that was besct by
roblems during its run at the Fisher
In 1983. “It was a dlsaster,” Flyan
said. One of the actresses (who Is
now starring on Broadway In “Phan-
tom of the Opera”) was fired opening
night.

That same night, “They had never
staged the fight scenes,” Flynn sald,
beglnning a story that continued
with one of the actors belng knocked
cold and two performers belng
knocked loto the orchesira pit.

“The first thing I heard from my
dresslng room was a volce saying,
*Just tell me the two people in the plt
are all right,’ ¥ she remembers.

During the run at the Fisher, “The
cast sat at the St. Regis and talked
about how to fix it.”” The director
landed in the hospltal, and the chore-
ographer was fired,

Her role was the second female
lead, playing a barroom floozy, She
looks back on that experience as “an
Interlude that helped pay for our co-
op.

IN THOSE DAYS, Flynn was mar-
ried to her first husband, and she
went hy the stage name of Susan
Elizabeth Scott. Then-husband Ste-
phen McNaughton, whose real sur-
name s Scott, also is an actor nud is
a {amlllar face to TV soap opera

ans, ,

After she divorced and remarried,
she tock the surname of husband
‘Thomas Flynn. They were married
last December, and live on the Hud-
son River, in West New York-New
Jersey, she sald. Her description of
the view from their apartment is,
“We have the whole skyline of Man-
hattan."

‘When they met in August 1986 at
the bus stop, Flyon was coming
heme late from planning a wedding

Mr.
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Star steps out
in Birmingham

shower, and he had been entertain-
Ing cllents. He scils advertising for o
financlal magazine, CFO, and heads
the New York office

The tall (6-foot 5-Inch) guy im-
pressed her, and she began digglng
around [n her purse like she was
looking for something. “Den’'t you
have money to rlde this bus?”" he
questioned,

With that, the two began a conver-
sation and rode together on the bus,
She gave hlm her phone number and,
“Two days later we went out to din-
ner. It was like I'd known him my
whole life. In the beginning it was
frightenlng. There was so much can-
nection going on."

Flynn had been married 14 years
and divorced a couple of years be-
fore she met her present husband,
She tatked freely about the breakup,
saying she and Stephen had married
young and he wanted to be free (he
has since remarried), thinking ke had
missed something.

“I loved being married the first
time around,” she sald. “I think I al-
ways {elt I would be married again.”

FLYNN GOT HER start In acting
at the age of 8, when her mother
took her to auditlon for a role with
Pat O'Bricn at the Cherry County
Playhouse in Traverse City where
the family was vacationlng.

“It was 2 big part. I was the
backup. I learned all the lines, When
the flrst gir! (who was, older) didn't
show up, I got the

Schubering said Susan had really
knuckled down to studylng the part.
“She had a new two-wheeler blke,
and she didn't even ride it.”

‘The family lived In Akron, Ohlo,
where Flyan grew up and went to
high school. She studied acting at Lhe
VUuniversity of Deaver.

“My resume is really heavy with
Broadway shows,” she sald, Al.
though she sings and dances, she
likes acting best. “I think it was my
volce ] was leaning on the most,” she
sald, responding to 2 question about
what made her a standout at audi-
tions.

“Over the years, I've never been
the Ingenue,” Flynn sald. “I've al-
ways been the comlc lead — or
bitches or whores!” She roared with
laughter,

In the comedy “Stepplng Out,”
Flynn Is the dance teacher who cen-
ducts a nighttime tap dancing class
in London and turns her awkward
adult students into smart-steppers
for a recltal,
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Qther
Cal! 464 ]300 for reservations
and more information.
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LIVONIA-WEST

1-275 at Six Mile, Livonia, M1

Bring Your Sweetheart For
A Romantic Valentine Night
At The Clarion Hotelll
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1989

Dinner for two at the Tivoll f
[ Liquor

Champagne in your room upon arrival
¢ Eruncg sgsrved {m Sunday morning starting at 10:30 a.m.
King Room '89 +tax = *105.11
Jacule Room "11209900: _;!-'n: -.'1131:-.1111
ax =
H“"A‘?gvgiv:ﬂans Required - Limited number avallable

Banquet meeling space available A% iax food 10% tax room

Clarion Hotel 12 Mie & Orchard Lake
At  553-0000.
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Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin’
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

L 469 S. Woadward » Birmingham
% 644-2913

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American.Cuisine

&

Imogine f you hod fo ask for blood o save the kfa of someone you love,
Nexttima the American‘Red Cross asks, give blood. pleae.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE
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{ GREAT LOBSTER &
STEAK MEAL DEAL

This fabulous Topinka’s meal
now a fantastic desl. You'
enjoy your choice of s succulen
fresh lobscer AND...our famous g
thick, juicy Sitloin Steak cooked g

to petfection, of two succulm: lobster tails, Plus, the houscalad with cur g
T (ssh) dressing, baked potato, homemade bread & butter. This meal and g

H Vdealare too g0od to miss, 30 bring this coupon to Topinka's todxy! H

Offer good during regular business hours through Feb. 3, 1999 Tax, tig, snd odm
1 e fiox mentioaed fere excluded, Coupon mutk be when oring

foc you nnrd“{ou ga:ﬁ‘ I¢ may not be used in m)unmm \mh ndm nptml :
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