Farmington Gbseruer

naiiwv Nnanways

A page of Farmington-area school news

Thursday, January 12, 1969 O&E

G’mnnth that prompted
clghth graders In Martle

Ports' advnnccd English class at
Power Middle School to send “letters
to the editor” on & varlety of Issues,

Each student selected hls or her
own tople, lhcn submltlcd ittoa
The

D WRITING was the goal
of an assignment last

editor:

sues together, did a rough dralt of
thelr [etters, completed a final draft

for submission, then put a copy of.

the assignment in their writing fold-
ers.

As part of a districtwide writing
program, writing folders are passed
along to ecach grade as a student
progresses. A set number of writing

Fnrmlngtnn Ohservcr the Detroit
Free Press and the Detrolt News all
recelved letlers from the students,
sald Ports, depending on whether the
issue was local or more global in na-
ture.

In doing the asslgnment, “we
brought up different issucs the kids
were concerned about,” safd Ports.

The students then discussed the [s-

are to be done and cop-
ies placed In the folder each year,
Educators use the folders to check a
student's progress from one assign-
ment to another, and from grade to
grade.

Herewith are a few of the letters
done by Power students and sent to
the Observer, As with all “letters to
the editor,” some have been edited
for content and space.

an assi gnment in wrltlng

Power Middle Schoo) eighth

Ksistin McC

thelr writing skilis in Mortie Ports’ advanced English class,

RANDY BORST/statt photographer
{left), 14, Erin Schefiler, 13, and Katie Gundiach, 13, work on

Support
bond issue

‘To the editar;

Overcrowding is a major problem
in Longacre Elementary School.

‘The people of the Farmington
school sysiem need to pass a bond
Issue to bulld a new elementary at 11
Mile and Halsted.

Currently, there are no clementa-
ry, middle or high schools north of 10
Mlle and west of Farmington Road.
Yet this Is onc of the fastest-growlng
housing areas.

WIII people continue to seek hous-
ing In an arca of our community
where the classrooms are overfllled?
I think not. The next tlme this bond
Issue ls presented, vole yes!

Kristin McConanghay,
Farmiogton Hills

City efforts
a plus

To the edlitor:

11 would llke to congratulate the
people responsible for helping to
beautify the city of Farmington.

I've noticed the many new
changes in downtown Farmington,
such as the new strect curbs, the
pretty gardens [n the parks, the new
storefronts, the new Ilghtlng and the
banncrs on the street lam|

These changes have n:ally helped

(o glve Farmington a new look. Keep
up the good work!
Kerl Nicholas,

Farmington Hllls

Alcoholism
a disease

Ta the edltor:

What is the danger of drunk driv-
ing? What would happen If you're
driving under the influence? What
could happen if you get In an accl
dent?

These are some of the questions
that drunk drivers never think of.
They read so many times that people

are killed in alcohol-related accl.”

dents. These people just say, “Oh, it
wlll never happen tome.”

It does happen, especlally around
the holldays. Many young people die.
I think that we need a lot more as-
semblies in schools to teach young
people about alcohol and its dangers.
In some schools, nobody tells the
klds about it.

The problem is alcohollsm !s a dis-
case that takes time to cure. It can
be very deadly. 1 enly wish it could
be stopped.
- *.Jason Bobs,
Farmiogton Hills

Open gyms
on weekends

To the edltor:
Iam a citlzen concerned about the

extracurricular activities of teenag-
ers and youngsters.

This may net strike Farmington
as a big lssue, but many young peo-
ple spend thelr useful time dolng im-
proper and even illegal things.

H Farmington Publle Schools
were to open- thelr gyms for recre-
ational actlvitles or start after-
school, academlc programs such as
computer tralning, forelgn lan-
guages, or creative writing skills, it
would cut down the amount of kids
roamling the strects.

Not only would thls decrease the
number of klds out on the streets, it
would also better educate and broad-
en thelr minds.

Opening up the schools on week-
ends would also make better use of
taxpayers’ money.

Krist| Cornwell,

famllles are moving Into our com-
munlty, and more chlldren mcans
more classroom space. Thls problem
Is not golng to stop.

On Jan. 31, the residents of Farm-
Ington and Farmington Hllls will be
able to vote on the school bond issue.
So please, If you're the parent of a
child in Farmington Public Schools,
vote yes!

Erln Scheffter,
Farmington Hills

Slow down
— and live

To the editor:

1'm concerned about speeding, es-
peclally this time of ym

In my

Vote yes
for kids

To the editor:

I'm worrfed about the quallty of
education in Farmington schools.
The public schools are becoming
overcrawds

My brother attends Gill Elementa-
ry School. In the December
newsletter, [t says the district is us-
ing elght portable classrooms, and if
we don't bulld 2 new school, funds
will have to be used to buy more

cs.
1t would be lot safer and less ex-
pensive to have another school built.
The problem is that more and more

inkwell

A

+ Inkwell provides news abanl Pﬂrm(nown-orm
primary and is-
sues. The column appcars manth!v as part of the
Observer’s “School Page.” Send news items to: The
School Page, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024, Include a telephone num-
thr where @ contact person can be reached during
e day.

. BLOOD DRIVE
A blood drive sponsored by the Farmington Public
Schools Transportation Department has been res-
cheduled for 1-7 p.m. ‘l‘huudny. Jan, 12, at the district’s
adminlstrative annex — the former Ten Mile School, 10
Mile, west of Power,
R Wnlk-lm are welcome, or call 477-1300 to make an
appolntment to donate. The bloed drive was originally
seheduled in December.

@ INAUGURAL TRAVELS

"The North Farmington High School band and orches-
tra travels to Washington, D.C., this month to view the
Inauguration of President-elect Gcome Busk and to par-
uclpalc in the All-American Music Festlval.

: The group will tour the capital eity In addition to the
competiunu and other festivities.

. OPEN HOUSE
« Detroit Country Day Schoo), a private school based In

Bcvcrly Hills, wlll hold an open house this Sunday, Jan,
16 for prospective students.

*Students and parents from preschool through grade
two can vislt the Lower School, 3003 W. Maple, 1-3 p.m.
and those from grades three to five can visit the Junior
School, 36000 Bradway, 2-4 p.m.

:Tours will be conducted and refreshments will be
served.

© FLANDERS ACTIVITIES

Winter months already hold excitement for Flanders
Elementary students, as PTA members work with stalf
to plan activitles,

Televislon personality Mr, Wizard did o schoolwide
sclence program for students Jar, 5, and an assembly on
Abe Lincoln is planned for Feb. 8.

© PARENT EVENTS

The parents of North Farmington High School stu-
dents have two functlons open to them during the month
of January,

A parent dlscussion of “Understanding Grief” Is
scheduled for Jan, 18 at 7:30 p.m., and a College Night
for the parents of junlors Is slated for Jan. 26 at 7:30
p.m., according to Information from the school's gul-
dance olftce,

® PARENT ACTION

Members of a political action cammittee supporting a
school bond Issue have swung into action just weeks be-
fore the scheduled Jan. 31 election.

Letters dated Jan. 4 are belng distributed from the
Friends of Farmington Schools asking for voter support
for the $7.3 million issue which, If approved, will be
used to build a new elementary school on 11 Mile, east
of Halsted,

Member Tina Jensen reminds residents that as a
PAC, donations of $20 or more must be In the formof a
check or money order and can be sent to: Friends of
:ﬁx;x’n‘lg&:n Schools, 22555 Shadowglcn, Farmington

In adddition, the district 1s dlstributing a brochure
with Information about the election and has devoted fts
winter newsletter to information about the bond elec-
tion,

King holiday curtails U.S. mail

“The US. Postal Service will ope-

Limited caller - service wlu be Mal}l will be picked up from all
ate on a holiday schedule during its only for boxes as late in
observance honoring Dr. Mariin Lu- n:xullrly Ple up thelr mall at lh the day as pcslblo to meet first
ther King Jr. on Mandny, Jan. 16, the Farminglon Olfice, 335200 slo- class mall service stan All

-Farmington postmasier Keaneth —cum, or the Farmington Hills Office, husiness collection boxes, with the
Harrls sald there wlll bo no regular 32455 W. 12 Mile, large § p.m. decal, will be picked up
residentia} or business mail dellvery,  The service windows will be open  after3 pm.

Special dellvery, Express Mall and
51?:’:1 Otfico By service will be pro-

810 a.um. for (hoss customers, how-
ever, there will be no financial
transactions,

Normal mail service will resume
‘fuesday, Jan. 17,

!

Farm!nglon there are u lul of older
people who might get hit by speeding
cars o uncautious drivers. Also, lhe
kids at bus a(nps are endnngcrcd by
these people.

1f people could just]uvc five min-
utes carller when they're golng
somewhere, they could get there on

time wlthout speeding. So instead of
taklng someone's ltfe, take the time
to drive carefully,

Katie Gundlach,

Farmington
Show sports
spirit
To the edltor;

What has happened to strong ath-
Ietic support? Granted, if your foot-
ball, bascball, basketball or any
olhcr sports team s good at your
school, you will get better splm. but
what ahout thnee times when your
team is “down in the dumps?”

Where are the coaches, to bring
the tcam up? Where are the teach-
ers, to cheer the school on? Where
are the students?

‘To me, this just scems o drag the
school into unnecessary holes.
Bleachers are empty, parking lots
are waiting, and so are the players.

Semetimes what the team peeds is
a MUttle confidence and pride. It

sometimes can mean the difference

between a win and a loss!

Mike Raffle, :

Farmington Hills -

Future of '
America %

To the editor:
o bt ahocked. and herritled *

every time I turn on the television -

sct every 5o often alfter schook
This world's ldeas of entertaln-
ment are borrendous — with televi-

slon shows filled to the brim with
sex, violence, and drugs. We, without *

a doubt, have to change this,

Belng 14 years old, I bave come to -
the realization 1 am the future of
America. The whole child population :
is, as well. A child need not live Ina
big city to get a street education, but N

just pick up the remote control.

We must all work together f we

want to stop this. After all, does aae
drop of water put out a fire? Let's
make this the best America possible.
Jeanifer Chalifoar,

Farmington Hills
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$1895

Natural Raccoon
Warm news for cold
days...nothing beats a
luxurious fur. Natural
Finnish raccoon coat
with notched

cotlar and straight
sleeves. Sizes S-M-L.

‘Wa welcoms Jnmbnnncnm MasterCard?
mpwuapmonmumwmq.mopmmnm
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