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Reflecting on the Rotunda trip |-

David Litogot teaches elemen-
tary school history in the Farm-
ington Public Schools. Ife i3 a
member of the Farmington His-
tgrical Society.

By David Litogot
spaclal writor

- This time of year has always been
shucial to me: colored lights, musle,
festive songs. Nevertheless, as an
adult, I reflect back to a time in my
youth when this scason meant a spe-
cfal trlp to the Ford Rotunda in
Dearborn.

ewcomers to the area are, unfor-
inately, not familiar with that pop-
uJar tourist attractlon that sat on the
coraner of Rotunda Drive and
Schaeffer, The Rotunda drew thou-
sands of spectators year-round from
1936 to 1962. At this time of year, it
was, in my mind, a trely magical
p{;pe. There were hundreds of
changlng lghts, special displays,
and, of course, Santa Claus,

‘5 The 12-story high, gear-shaped,

footprints in history

was used to fight one of the Jargest
fires In that clty's history.

The flre devourcd a false celllng
In the maln building and spread be-
hind the walls. Fortunately, no one

building was originally built for the
1934 World's Fair fn Chicago, After
the falr closed, the Rotunda was dis-
mantled, slightly redesigned by Al-
bert Kakn and moved to Dearbora, It
was erccted on a site opposite the
then-Ford Administration Bullding,
Surrounded by a 14-acre, landscaped
park, it attracted 22,000 pcople on
Its opening day on May 16, 1936.
Inside the Rotunda jtself and its
two wings were murals, exhibits of
Ford products, a theater, dioramas,
a model of a futuristic city, minfa-
ture auto assembly lne and a large
revolving 20-foot world globe, The
north wing of the bullding held the
extensive collections of the Ford Ar-
chives, Speclal exhibits were erected
during its 26-year history, llke a Par-
islan dlisplny, an Alaskan scene, a gl-
ant garden, and, of course, its annual
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campus pipeline

Christmas display.

THE ROTUNDA was especlally
dear to our family because my
grandfather was the buildlng's first
statlonary engincer. When he retired
In 1958, he was proud indeed to work
in such a beautiful bullding, It was a
sad day for him and the millions of
people who witnessed the beauty of
the Rotunda when it burned down
the afternoon of Nov. 9, 1062,

The fire started on the roof which
was being repaired with hot tar.
Somchow between the propane heat-
ers and the kot tar belng spread on
the rool, a flre began that moved
qulckly through the structure. Sheets
of flame shot over @ hundred feet in
the alr, Thick, black smoke was seen
for miles. Virtually every plece of
firelighting apparataus in Dearborn
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# If you have news from a col-
Tzqe, university or other campus
hiahcg‘ education — and there's

Hills pledged the Alpha Gamma
chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha. She is a
sophomore majoring In psychology

Far —
P like to hear from you so we
an share your news item with
Ziher Farmington Observer read-
DEy. Send items to: Campus Pipe-

e, Farmington Observer, 33203

rand River, Farmington 48024,

at the Un| y of Michigan,

Melissa Davis of Farmingion
pledged the Alpba Gamma chapter
of Zeta Tau Alpha, She is a freshman
atthel of Mj

saphomore majoring in business ad-
ministration at the University of
Michigan.

Rence Thibudeau of Farmington
Hills pledged the Alpha Gamma
chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha, She is a
sophomore majoring in nursing at
the L of A

Kristen Oswald of Farmington

”:‘:NEW PLEDGES Hills pledged the Alpha Gamma
M; Amrheln of F chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha. She Is a
How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

,;'. and claims service cven more attractive,
I . Soif you're a multiple car family trying to minimize insurance
£ costs—call your *‘no problem'® Auto-Owners agent and find

-

Auto-Owners gives families with two or more cars a reduced
insurance rate. That makes their exceptional auto coverage

> out how this discount can be **no problem" for you.

was ly hurt and the wing with
the Ford Archlves was saved from
damage. In that wing were millions
of documents and pictures pertaln.
ing to the Ford family and the Ford
Motor Co.

In 40 minutes, the Interior of the
main building was destroyed. Huge
blocks of limestone that covered the
Rotunda tumbted Inward to form a
huge heap of burning rubble. A De-
trolt News reporter wrote that the
“Queen of the Ford Empire” dled
that day,

AS THE smoke cleared away, the
memory of the large Christmas tree
with the huge ornaments, the new
cars, the model city, and the beauti-
ful lights still persisted.

After the 1964-65 World's Falr in
New York City, there was hope that
the Ford Motor Co. would move Its
large circular display bullding to
Dearborn and the world would have
a new Rotunda. But the cost of such
a move was more than the company
was willlng to spend.

Gone are vivid memories of the
Christmas fantasy, the free comic
books, model cars and key chalns,
Gone are sights of the colored Lights,
the giant ornaments on the Christ-
mas tree and the huge ramp that
Santa sat atop. Gone are the futuris.
tic displays, the new cars, and the
murals,

Gone Is one of the greatest free
tourlst attractions in Michigan. For-
tunately I still have the memortes
(and a keychain). .
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348.3348
25974 Novl Rd.
(et Grand Rlvar)

533.0121
26209 Grand River
{near Beoch Daly)

CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
(Summary)

A regular meeting of the Farmingion City Council was called to order by Mayor
Tupper at 8:00 p.m. on January 3, 1889, In Councll Chambers, 23600 Liberly
Street, Farmlngton, Michigan.

PRESENT; Campbell, Hartsoek, Tupper.

ABSENT: Richardson, Yoder.

OTHERS PRESENT: Clty Manager Deadman, Director Lauho!f, Director BIIl-
ing. Adm. Asslstant Schultz, City Clerk Dushey.

Minutes of the previous meetlng of December 10, 1988, wete approved as writ-

ten.
Minutes of other Boards were recelved and/or flled.
Councl] agreed to select cltizens for the Farmington Hills' “Year 2000 Plan"
task forces in the near future,
Councl] opposed 5. B. 687 relatlve to child care facllities,
Councll kssued the followlng proclamatlons:

FARMINGTON AREA JAYCEE WEEK - January 15-21, 1989;

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT WEEK - January 23-27, 1989,

Council established o Publlc Hearlng for 8:00 pm. on February 6, 1989, 1o
review the 1988 Sldewalk Program Special Assessment Roll.
Council was informed of the DNR's recently Issued dralts for the new comblaed
sewer overflaw permits.
Publlc comments were heard.
Councll appolnted Jane Maler to {ill the uncxplred term of John Donohue on the
Board of Revlew.

‘Council recelved the General Fund and 47th District Court flinanclal reparts for
the five months ended November 30, 1988,

Monthly bllls were approved for payment.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

RICHARD L. TUPPER, Mayor
JOSEPHINE M. BUSHEY, City Clerk

Publin January 12, 1989

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
EMPLOYEE AWARDS CEREMONY AND REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 8, 1989

Mayor Soronen opened Lhe Employee Awards Ceremony/Regular Meeting of
the Farmington Hills City Council on January 9, 1989 at 7:34 p.m. Members
present: Mayor Sever, Mayor Pro-Tem Fox, Atkatecb, Amold, Marks, Soronen,
and Vagnozzl, Others present: Clty Manager Costick, City Clerk Dornan, Asslst.
ant Clty Manager Call, Dircctor of Public Services Biasell, and Cliy Attorney

Dibeau,

Councl] approved the Agenda and Consent Agenda, as published.

Formal passing of the gavel to incom{ng Mayor Terry Sever,

Mayor Sever proclalmed the week of January 15-21, 1989 a3 Jaycee Week and
the week of January 23-27, 1989 as Junlor Achlevement Week.

Presentation of Employce Awards,

Councl] postponed Ennctment of Tree Ordinance to meetlng of January 16, 1989,
Counell approved appolntments of task force members for the Year 2000
Project and appolnted Lawrence Lichtman to the Planning Commission, Karen
Roas and Dara Tolbert to the Commisslon on Aglng, and Peggy DuPont to the
Zonlng Board of Appeals.

Council established apecial assessment district for sanltary sewer improvement
for Rollcrest Road ((rom 660 ¢. north of 12 Mile to 1,188 {t. north of 12 Mile) and
set January 23, 1989 for the public hearing date,

Councll approved request for employment under Artlela X, Section 10 61A of (he
City Charter,

Council denled requests by Burton-Charest Company and P.M.F. Corp. for new
catertalnment permits.

Councll approved purchase of Firearms Tralning System H ia the amount of
$16,448.13.

Councll approved the minutes of December 12 and December 19, 1988, as pub-

(A':ouuc'll authorized increase In per meetlng pay to members of Zoning Board of

L , ppeals,
b . N Meeting adjourned at 10:20 pm.
Cto-Oseners Fassre, The Ao Aoblem Repl-
B @ TERRY SEVER, mm{-
: KATHRYN A, DORNAN, Clfy Cl
¥
' Frank Hand s sl T P ey 11,0ty
[ Insurance Agency : .
. * . Marc Averill has baen with tha Firm since 1972, His.

e In sccounting from Michigen Stats Univer
sty and experionce in corporate and Individunl tex

nning can benefit you If Averil preperes your In.
€ome tax rejum.

Opan your ayes and sea (ust how many subjects are
covered inthe new editicn ol ihe Consumer Infoemation
Calalog. II's free st lor the ashuig and so are neatly
hatf of ine 200 federal pubhications duscrbed nside.
Booklets on subjects ke inancial and career planning;
ealing tighl, exereising, and staying heatthy; housing
and child care, tederal benetil programs Just about
everything you would aeed to know Wte today

Cansumer Information Center
Department TD, Pueblo, Colorado 81009

‘SUNDAY AFTERNOQN
* JARUARY. 15: 1989
- MAIN EVENT
NO PARTNERS:..30 OPPONENTS~ ;'
115 every man for Dimselt wher the World Wresthng Federalion Superstars compttc i the ROYAL
I For the ties! e ever, 30 WWE Superstars 316 enleted in 3 singhe mafeh. .- -

| DON'T BE SHUT OUTI CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE OPERATOR NOW.

THE MARQUIS

BOUTIQUE & IMPORTS
ANNUAL

CLEARANCE
SALE

IN THE LOBBY OF
NORTHVILLE’S HISTORIC

MARQUIS THEATRE
SAVE

0-75%

3 WEEKS ONLY

Requlres Sclenlific Atlanta Re- ORDER NOW ND SAVE '5.00

moto converter In Rediord, avall- $
able on Channal 20 in Livonia and 1 9 95
Qakland County. Channel 37 in L]
Redord! 124.95 DAY OF EVENT
MetroVisio
etroVyision,
Pay Per View Hotllne: 422-0224
Mon.-Frl. 8:30 A.M.-10 P.M.; Sat. & Sun. 11:30 A.M.-10 P.M.

Announcing...

The Bruce Weiss

New Year’s Jewelry Sale! FOR2NIGHTS

THRU 1-31-89

“ Promise Yourself To Save Up To 40%

4 \:’on pledge to loose weight...you vow to quit smoking...bus when was the

last cime you kept your promise...and kept 40% in your pocket? Including:

‘e . .
e It’s the Bruce Weiss Raturn to Snowy River STARTING JAN. 12
x- s « Magnlificent Seven
X New Year’s . + Blazing Saddles W, SAVE ON FALL SEPARATES &
3 Resolution Sale! A % ; HESO%EF RTSWEAR
E J With tings and earrings all on sale N vgfﬁ'}ﬁs' BATHING
E * With bracelets and necklaces all on sale \’?\\’ \ AND...
4 X ks brooches, everything from « Clint Eastwood {§ UG ACS ycpé%&%iftiﬁgml
- + John Wayne MOTHER OF THE BRIDE
{ © All on Sale! » All up to 409 off * Henry Fonda DRESSES
i .
Xy It’s the Bruce Weiss T3 § Rl SALE MON-SAT
] New Year’s Q HOURS _ 9:30-6:00
. : ] .
R Resolution Sale! o prce oFF M
} Don't think of it as a clearance of leftover holiday - ANY TAPE RENTAL A RQ U ls
i inventoty..think of it 13 & way to . . , Onl&%{l}:‘?gxﬁz pe m’:‘“&“ BOUTlQUE & IMPORTS
! ring in the new year in glittering style! ! g _.-_qgogwiuiﬁ-zﬂ-- l 33 E. MAIN
: BRUCE S#SW'e FARMINGTON LIVONIA ‘
; 2 a 34785 GRAND RIVER 378215 MILE DOWNTOWN NORTHVI
i ISS p LLE
! . “ ",’ a 'ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ-ﬂ:';‘hﬂ {8 Mie ol Nowbrargh) ‘
: 26325 12 Mile Rd. » Southficld \ 10 m.10p.m,+ FrL-8at, 10 m.-11 p.m.+ Bun, 11 ame10pm. 349'8 1 i 0

353-1424
F—

.) - ‘0 X - o
] . ’

Mon~Thurs.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 385 DAYS A YEAR!




