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i T‘lc leonlu Symphony chamber group debuts
Fyiday night in a minl concert with an Itaflan
theme Ir‘| the new Livonta Civic Center Library

I

ART EMANUELE/stalf photographer

auditorium, David Wassenauer (lun) wlll be Ihu
DiBlasi is

narrator; F

loists aro Mary Irvine and harpist Christa Grlx.
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Guest artists highlight miniconcert

Scotla Festlval of Music. Locally]
has with the Detroit

'l'hu Livonia Symphony Chambcr
under

the
Frnncl:m DlBInsl opens its F‘ddny
night minl series at 8 p.m. Friday in
the Livonla Civic Center Ubrary with
a salute to music with an Itallan fla-
vor, for the most part.

The program wlll feature a spe-
clal .arrangement of the “Italian
Spectacular,” the overture to “The
Barber of Seville” by Rossinl and the
“Italian Serenade” by Wolf.

Guest artists include harpist
Christa Grix, who has performed in
concert at Symphony Hall in Boston,
the Keanedy Center In Washington,
D.C., and as featured sololsts with
the International Symphony Orches-

tra.

Grix was a prize wioner In the
1986 Eastern Pop and Jazz Harp
competition held [n Boston and was
the only harplst invited to Hallfax,
Nova Scotla, as o young artist for the

she

Symphony Orchestra, Michigan Op-
cra Theater, Detrolt Symphony Or-
chestra Chorale and has performed
with several notlopally acclaimed
artists Including Johnny Mathts, Per-
ry Como, Gladys Knight and the Pips
and Aretha Franklln.

ALSO ON THE PROGRAM will
be slnger Mary Irvine, noted concert
artist and oratorio sololst, Irvine has
performed In England and Ireland as
well as in the U.S. Along with her
performance schedule, she has
taught at Oakland Unlversity and in
the metropolitan Detrolt area.

Also featured in the program will
be Roger Welton on flute. Narrator
will be David Wassenauer.

The concert Is one of three
planned by the chamber group in the
new lbrary faclllty. The second con-

cert will have a Viennese theme and
will honor the late DSQ conductor
Anto) Dorati’s “La Vie Parisienne.”
The March 10 concert will have an
All-American flavor, featuring such
selections as Aaron Copland’s “'Qut-
door Overture™ and selections from
“West Side Story."”

Serles tickets arc $24 for genera)
admisslon, with a $12 admisslon for
students under 21 and senlor clti-
zens. Individual tickels are $5 for
students and senlors and $8.50 for
general admission. Tickets are avail-
able at the library, Five Mile just
cast of the City Hall complex, Ham-
mell Music on Middlebelt Road and
Madonna Coltege. Tickets may also
be purchased by mail with a check to
Livonia Symphony Orchestra, 30499
Plymouth Road, Livenla 48154,

The chamber group is part of the
Livonia Symphony Orchestra, for-
merly the Onkway Symphony.

HE HOLIDAYS are over
and, as usual, what lttle
money s mz after the
spending orgy has {o be
ure!ully allotted. For me, uml

sBould mean stay out of the book.
sfores. Well, we know that's not
golng to hnppc_n, so all I can say is

“thank Hera for the remainder tables.
*Remalnder tables are where the

books
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book break

odt—cl-dxte and set-
tle, and almost every bookstore has
one or more. Out of respeet for the
apthors of those books, I used to shun
those tables, Because wurehouslng is
30 tight and stockplling books is so
unpmrlmble for publishers these
dhys, they've taken to “remalnder-
iog" the books that baven't sold.
Tuat Is, they recoup some of thelr
1dsses by selllng them for practically
nothing to distributors who in turn
- sp1l them for next to nothing to the

kstores.

Everybody’s happy except
uiess who? The author., There are no
oyalties on ‘remaindered books,

ough sometimes the author is glv-
n the oppartunlty to buy up his or
or own books, The unit price is low,
it the quantitics aren't. A thousand

ooks stacked in a garage can be a
formidable display, which is why you'
_spe ro many really wonderful books
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THOUGH I STILL think it's appal-
ling that authors don't profit from
their own remalndered books, I've
changed my tune when it comes to
buying them. I search out those
books first now — mainly because 1
save a lot of money (T often buy the
hardcover edition for less than the
paperback still on the bookstore
shelves, Sometimes I buy the hard-
cover to replace the papetback on
my own shelves.) But, more import-
ant, I've become acquainted with
writers 1 might never have known
about before.

One cxample: At a Waldenbooks 1
bought a small book called “Letters
from the Country” by Carol Bly for
99 cents, The cover looked intriguing
— a small, gray barn, two borses, a
stark winler landscape. On the back
cover Publishers Weckly called It

tables.

“An absolute gem of modern rural
Amerifcapa.” Noel Perrir, In a New
York Times Book Review, called it
“a very readable mixture of soclolo-

sccular sermons and good sto-

gy, secl
ries.” The jacket copy sald, “For 25 -

years mc:;vl(pgly ;uxs l)lved in Madi-
son, . . 2,242), a town 3
sessed of clmnpalr. beautiful lnk&o,s a
Kiwanis chapter — and a stultifying
aura of hlnndnms isolatlon and lone-
liness,”” Well, I can’t say I.would
have bought it nt u:e ts 95 list price,
but for a buck —

1 bought It for the “Ahal” factor.
So that I could read about stultlfying
small towns, much like these I'd
spent some good amount of time In,
and say “Aha! Sce? She secs them
that way too.” But Carol Bly's essays
were tough and funny and thorough-
ly wonderful — and I began to won-
der: Who s Carol Bly and why ha-
ven't I ever heard of hee?

50 LAST SPRING when I was at
Ragdate, the artist's colony, I ques-
tioned some of the residents from

across the mall to another book store
where the same edition was selling
in the shelves for $8.95, the full

the Mldwest, To my surprise, several  price.

of them teld me they had traveled
long miles to hear her speak, had
taken classes with her, had become
fans themselves,

‘Then, in a Milwaukee bookstore,
Carol Bly's latest book, "Bnckbann,"
a collection of short staries, jumped
at me and this time I pald the full
price, $6.95 (a Milkweed Editions
large paperback) and would have
gladly paid two or three times that
amount. And now that I've read
“Backbone,” I'd mortgage my house
to buy ber next book. All because of
an obscure book I happened to find
on the bargaln table.

Some books appear on the remain.
der tables and IUs all you can do to
keep from cheering. (Examples:
books by any or all of the Watergate
figures, a book on Jim and 'rnmmy
Bakker, a Jerry Lewis blography. A
future bet to cheer about already:
Willle Nelson's loathsome biography,
Or iz [t loathsome Willie Nelson's bi.
ogrnphy?) But others are a complete

I cnce bought “The Complete Sto-
ries of Flannery O'Connor" for $2.98
at a bargain table, then watked

Just the other day I found two re-
cent hardeover books In perfect con-
ditfon but marked down at a dlis-
count store. One of them was “Oscar
and Lucinda” by Peter Carey, an
Australlan novel that has appeared
on almost every critic’s “Best of
1988" list. It's selling for $18.95 all
over town. I pald $4 for it, The other
book ¥ bought was Reynolds Price's
“Good Hearts.” At $3 for the $18.95
hardcover, I patd less than I would
have for the paperback - which was
already on my llst of books to buy.

Why were' these books marked
down? I have no fdea, but there and 1
snapped them up before the store
people woke up and came to thelr
senses.

Still, much as I want to satlsfy my
love of a good bargaln, I buy these
books with great gullt and anger. In
what other field would the creator
nat proflt fully from the sale of the
creation? How dld this practice get
started and why has it been allowed
to go on? When will publishers rec-
ognize that authors are their great-
est assets?

Remamder tables profit all but authors

TROY AUTHOR le!n Lang Bar-
tel’s fourth historical romance,
“Brittany” (Avon paperback) should
be In the bookatores at this writlng.
This book, a departure from Bar-
tell's usual Middle Ages settings, Is
sel In 17th century Restoration Eng-
land, with an American hero and a
French herolne, In addition, “Mari-
sa," Bartell's third book of her medi-
eval trilogy for Avan Books, has won
a Reviewer's Chiofee award from Ro-
mantie Times, a national trade mag-
azine published by former Grosse
Pointer Kathryn Falk.

At 5 pm. Thursday, Jan. 19,
Charles Baxter (“Through the Safety
Net,” and “Flrst Light") reads from
his fictlon in the Rackham East Con-
ference Room. Sponsored by the U-
M Visiting Writers Serles.

At5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 26, Anton
Shammas, an ."Isracll-Palestinian”
whose novel, “Arabesques” was
translated into English and pub-
lished by Harper and Row last year,
reads his work in the Rackham East
Conference Room. Shammas is cur-
rently a U-M faculty fellow at the
Institute for the Humanities.

Call 764-8288 for Information on
the Visiting Writers Series,
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common e and s within walking
distance to qudn i, downiown thvmo. New carpetiog
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WYNSET CONDO. Downiown Farmington's hnest
‘complex. 2 badroom, 25 bath unit in center erse
‘woods. ec

Immediais oocupancy.
$144,000 477-1111

garage, mave-in condition and
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