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Gosling: county’s committee connoisseur

8y.Tim Richara
staft writor

It's basic: The real work of the
Oakland County Board of Commls-
sioners is done in committees.

k Marllynn Gosling, R-Bloom-
tield Hills. A four-term commission-
er,” she attended virtually every
mceting of the board’s alx commit-
tees Jast year, whether she was a
member or not. Each committee and
the full board met every two weeks
— atotal of 14 meetlngs o month,

A connoisseur of the process, Gosl-
ing disllkes the notlon, advanced by
county Execulive Dan Murpby, of
reduclng the board to five or seven
full-time members and doing away
with commlttees.

“My preference has been, since
1980, that the maximum should be
15, she satd. “I've always fcit a
smuiler board Is better, though that
vlew Is not popular with the (cur-
rent) board.”

BUT OAKLAND would lose dedl-
cated and competent part-time com-
missioners, particularly lawyers and
business people, if there were only
seven full tlmers, Gosling sald,

*“I can sce & group larger than sev-
en. A real benefit is the diversity we
have — (he different backgrounds
and experiences. And we can keep
the salaries down (currently about
$19,000) and still have good people
runnlng.””

A board as small as seven, she

Bevis retires
as OLHSA chief

Edward P. Revis i3 retiring after

years as executive director of the
Oakland Livingston Human Service
Agency.
“It wiil be difficult to find a suc-
cessor with Revls' stature, personall-
ty, charlsma, vast knowlege and dy-
namle approaches,” sald Carolyn C.
MacAdam, chalrwoman of the OLH-
SA 'board, A search commitiee is
sccking a replacement.

Revis, 56, of Pontlac, has been
with the (wo-county agency for 24
years, He will remain in the Pontiac
aren.

County commissioner Donald Jen-
sen; a member of the OLHSA board,
said the county places “great trust”
in Revis’ management.

With a staff of 400 and budgets
ranging from $7 million to $15 mil.
lion, OLHSA administers programs
for the low-income, elderly and dis-
ablgd. Revis was credited wlth start-
ing; Project Growth, a vocational
service for dropouts and adults; ex-
pargding the pre-school program
Head Start to include a home-cen-
tered program; and creating a de-
partment to administer home weath-
erlzatlon, repair and fuel assistance
services for low-Income persons.

A graduate of Pontlac Central

’

Naccabees Life Insurance Co. of
Southficld is no langer a mutual
company, owned by pollcyholders,

1t has converted to a stock compa-
ny and sold its stock to Royal Finan+
cia) Services Inc, a subsldlary of
Royal Financlal Services Inc, That
firm s a subsldlary of Royal Gioup,
Inc., which Is a U.S.-based subsidiary
of Royal Insurance Holdings PLC of
London, England.

Maccabees spokesman Mlchacl A,
McGrath sald policyholders ap-
proved the converslon and sale Dec,
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often honored

High and Central Michigan Universi-
ty, Revis has been honored by the
Clinton Valley Boy Scouts Council,
Pontlac Rotary Club, the Pontlac
Central High hall of fame and the
Boys and Girls Club of Pontlac.

Viaccabees sold
{0 British firm - -

Royal Financial Services last Oc-
tober contributed $80 milllon to the
capltal of Maccabees through the
purchase of a capital note.

MACCABEES was founded In 1878
in Detrolt as a fraternal insurance
company and e a mutun] in-
surance company in 1961, It has
more than $20 billlon of Ufe insur-
ance in force, and annual written
premiums exceed $250 milllon.

Maccabees will remaln headquar-

19, The state lon-

tered in under its present

er approved the
21

IN THE DEAL, Royal Financlal
Services paid $110 million to Macca-
bees, Of that, $100 million will be
distributed to policyholders prompt-

ly.
An additlonal $10 million may be
distributed lnt!er. depending on the
o dith

certaln
McGrath sald.

but Royal Financial
Scrvices will appoint three addi-
tlonal directors to Maccabees'
board.

Through subsldlaries, Royal Insure
ance Holdlngs PLC conducts busi-
ness in 80 countries, with 20,000 em-
ployees in some 500 offlces. Its com-
blned assets are more than $20
blllion, and annual written premi-
ums exceeding $5 blliton.

Rowe joins ‘leaders’ plan

Debra Rowe, director of Qakland
Community College's Futures Insti-
tute, will participate in the Leaders
program, an international leadership
training program fer women ad-
minlstrators in two-year colleges.

The program cnhances the skills
for decision-making roles in two-
year institutions.

With the college since January
1982, Rowe will be paired with a
mentor at OCC to work on projects
that will aid the college and foster

individual professional growth. The
daughter of Beatrice and Seymour
Rowe of Sauthfield, she is a graduate
of Soulbfleld-Lathrup High School,
Yale University and the University
of Michigan.

The program s sponsored by the
League for Innovation in Community
Colleges, a eonsortium of communi-
ty college districts In the United
States and Canada, and by the Amer-
ican Assoclation of Women in Com-
munity and Junior Colleges.

Natural gas prices drop

Atypleal as.
of Consumers Power Co. will save
approximately $18 in January com-
paréd to December 1988 because of
lowgr gas costs. A typical Industrial
gas-customer will save about $815
for the month,

The typlcal residentinl customer
usjirg 25,000 cuble feet will pay ap-
proximately $120 In January com-
paréd to $138 in December.

“WWe are the lowest cost, major gas
utility In the state, and wo intend to
malntaln our competitive position I
1989," said Michael G. Morrls, exec-

utive vice p for natural gas
for Consumers Power,

He sald the Jackson-based utility
has dlversified its gas supply basa
through negotlating contracts with
US. and Canadian suppllers, It has
made maximum use of purchasing
opportunities on the lower cost spot
market.

Consumers Power, the principal
subsldiary of CMS Energy Corp.,
serves most Oakland County suburbs
and some Wayne County suburbs
among 215 cities and villages In 40
Lower Penlnsula countles.

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to reglster with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Offlce.

1t’s quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

fears, would have several other dis-
advantages:

e It could develop political
“gridlock” Il one member were ab-
sent and a 3-3 split developed.

& Each member would represent
157,000 people — twice as many as
the average state representative. In
her view, it's Important for county
commilssioners to keep In touch with
local units, and Gosling represents
parts of three — Bloomlleld Town-
ship, Rochester Blils and Troy.

® Each member would have to
become familiar with every facet of
county government. As it Is, the
work wlll be dlvided among flve
committees.

THIS YEAR the transportation
commlttee was abolished — “proba-
bly a good move. It had very little
work to do, That might change if we
get Into privatization (of public
transit) or an urban mobllity plan,”
she said.

The transportation commlttee
spent 1% years looking over the
Qakland County Road Commilssion's
Ideas for increasing taxes and fees
for ronds, The state Legislature re-
Jected all plans but ene, and county
voters rejected it 4-1 in November,

This year the general government
committee will take over the lrans-
portation commilttee’s work. Gosling
sald the committee wlll have to
change if it wants to accomplish
much.

“The general government com-
mittee tends to be more of a reactive
rather than a pro-active commit-
tee,” she safd. “That's a great dans
ger. A lot could be done, You can't
just sit in Committee Room A
(where pancls meet), You have to go

The county board
chairman shouldn’t be
limited to one
commitlee, ‘The rule is
bad. It cuts their
(chairman’s) sources
of information.’
— Marilyn Gosling
Oakland pqunry
commissioner

to the Legislature, set up meetings,
contact key people.”

Most commissloners serve on two
committees, but Gosling has three
assignments — finance, where all
tax and budget matters go; health
and human seevices, and personnel.

THE BOARD has argued about
whether the chalrman shoutd contla-
ue to serve on only one committee.
“The rule is bad,” sald Gosling. “It
cuts thelr (chaitman's) sources of in-
formation.

“Doc Caddell (Dr. G. Witllam Cad-
det), chair of the flnance committee)
depends on me to tell him what hap-
pens in the health and personnel
committees — not only what they
did but what was sald.”

1f Gosling lsn't sitting at the table
as a committee member, she's In the

audlence section at the side. More
than one late-arriving reporier has
reccived a synopsis of the proceed-
Ings by whispering to white-halred
lady, “What's golng on?"

She rates Caddell, R-Walled Lake,
a master of the county budget, as the
best committee chairman she has
served with, She also gives high

marks to Hichard Kuhn, R-Orayton .

Plains, for backgrounding himsell
fully on lssues before the health and
human services committee.

AT FULL BOARD meetings,
Democratle commissioners present
minotity verslons of issues, partic-
larly on the budget. Republicans,
who will have a 20-7 majority this
year, rarely argue with the Demo-
cruts — just vote them down.
ng thinks that's a blg mis-
take. “I've been restralned several
times (from answering Democrats).
They {fellow Republicans) tell me,
‘Let them have their say.”

“But it makes me angry. They
(Democrats) slt through the finznce
committee mectings and don't say
anthing. Then they jurnp at up board
meetings. I think it's prudent politics
to answer them on the spot. They're
maklog challenges whieh aren't an-
swered.”

Gosllng was elected Lo the county
board In 1980 after serving in non-
governmental clvic groups. This
year the board re-clected ber one of
three delegates to the Southeast
Michigan Councll of Governments.

You can probably spot ber at all
SEMCOG meetlngs, too.

Exec heads transit panel

Oakland County Executlve Danfel
T, Murpby has been named chalr-
man of the National Association of
County Organizatlon Transportation
Steering Commlttee.

Murphy, previously vice chair-
man, was appolnted to fill a vacan-

cy. Th term explres in July.

‘The Transportatlon Steering Com-
mittee is a 12-member committee
responsible for developing and
adopting NACo's polley on federal
transportation {ssues regarding
roads, bridges, mass transit and alr-
ports.
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