Fewer fatalities

Despite more traffic, Oakiand road deaths drop

Contrary to officlal predictions,
Onkhnd County saw fewer traffic
- {atalitics last year.
+ The Tralfic Improvement Assocl-
atlon of Oakland County (TIA) re-
- porled 124 traffic !nulillu In 1988
compared to 132 in 1987, a d

Bruce Madsen, TIA executlve direc-
tor.

LAST YEAR'S fatal accldent fig-
ure, though an early one, is the sec-
;Jlnd lowest in the 22 years that TIA

as

have a textbook condition for u
warsening trafflc toll.”

“THE FACT that we cxperienced
a reductlon last year s all the more

traffic rose 2
percent — from 1,632 In 1987 to
1,866 last year.

In 1963, 2 year, officials

of & percent. No town-by-town
breakdown was avallable from
Michigan State Pollee, who provided
the statistics.

° “Early last year, we were predict-
ing that approximately 14¢ people
would be klilled in traffle,” said

0 Y
trafflc statlstics,

“The numbers of drivers, vehicles,
and miles traveled in Oakland Coun-
ty have Increased significantly in re-
cent years,” Madsen said,

“Add to that the fact of our
healthy economic cllmate, and you

reported 111 traffic fatalities, Dur-
ing the late 1960s, traffic fatalities
averaged about 180 per year.

In the "70s they numbered between
160 and 170. During the last five
years there has been an annual aver-
age of 130 traffic fatalltles,

Jail gets facial

. A slalr tower of the new Oakiand County Jait
nddlllon got a recent steam cleaning lrom a dition will hold 488 prisoners.

hedulad
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The jall is

at the end of the monih. The $18 miliion ad-

DAN DEAN/stat phatographer

o Sensanal changes in Michigan's la-
bor market accounted for a 0.1 per-
cent increase in the state’s Decem-
ber unemployment to 7.5 percent.

- Richurd Simmons Jr., dlrector of

“the Michklgan Employment Security
Commisslon, said the state’s average
nnnmplnymen( rate for 1988
dropped by more than half a per-
- centage point to a 10-year low of 7.6
“percent.

- Slmmens sald 1988 was a good

year for the state’s work force. It

- was the sixth straight year of decline

‘for Michigan's average annual un-

employment rate. The state’s jobless

‘tate peaked at 155 percent In 1982

and has steadily fallen since then.

In 1987, the rate averaged 8.2 per-
cent, The current average rate is the
lowest for any year slnce 1978's rate
of 6.2 percent.

BOTH THE labor force and tetal
cmployment reached record high av-
crages in 1988, he added.

The number of workers in the
state’s labor force averaged
4,554,000, while the number with
jobs averaged 4,208,000

In December, the number of job-
less workers was 345,000, A yecar
carller, December 1987, there were
392,000 out of work with a jobless

rate of 8.7 percent.
December saw scattered seasonal
Job gains and lesses, Simmons sald.

“THE RETAIL industry had nor-
mal holiday hiring Encreases, but
these were offset by scasonal job
losses in construction and educa-
tlon,” he sald,

For the final three months of 1988,
Milchigan's jobless rate averaged 7.3
pereent.

Nationwide, December's seasonal-
ly adjusted fobless rate for the civil-
fan labor force deopped a 0.1 percent
to 5.3 percent, down from 5.4 per-
cent in November.

400 OF

L

500 FURS
REDUCED
Y OFF
or More

Full Length
Oscar dc la Renta
MINK COATS
Revernsible 10
Rajnsilk

o §3,497

Atwmad et

\jon Dollar Fur ¢~

THESE FURS ARE REDUCED

u

o 1/2 off

Every fur has Ditrich’s traditional

EVERY FUR REDUCED

oy,
,/(‘

&
aed

Sirtce Feer i a

loggg time duestnent. ..
Girr, yous gffored to
buy yours ayhere
but Livtrich’s?

Full Length
Fully Let-Ouw
Dittrich Quality
MINK COATS NOW
Reg. 10 $6,475  $2,897
FEMALE
MINK COATS NOW
Reg. 10 7,675 $3,397
1Limsied sitey ad coben)

fashion, quality and
BLOOMFIELD HILLS ONLY

Thurs. & Fri 10 2,m.-8:30 p.m.

—ALL SALES FINAL— 00N

i -3000 January 12-16 Sa1. & Mon, 10a.m. - 6 p.m.

S Heytrogs Detroit rly Junuary 16:22 SPECIAL SUNDAY OPENING &
3, *"“r;‘a‘_";;":n e (hoth wores closed Jan. 917 Bloomiield cloned Jan. 17:22) ‘Noon'$ &
e Yy with Fut prasdonts Iaheled ks s cvuniry of wign of imporsed furs. P b

when we consider the
fact that traffic volumes in the coun-

Thuraday, January 12, 1488 OLE

(O)7TA

Oakland’s highest

2o~ nst o~

L£L5 o
ira

ainic Gi abl ! DPULD

Of Lhe 10 bighest accldent spols in
Oakland County, four are on M58 in
Watcrford Township, the Traific Im-
provement Amclav.lnn says. Tke
four d for 373 In

ly — the most accurate
of exposure — have increased by an
estimated 90 percent In the last 20
years,” Madsen said.

It will be a few weeks before de-
tafls about last year's fatal accidents
are avallable because same deaths
due to 1988 accidents may not occur
until 1989, and there are delays In
reporting.

But TIA says it Is generally ac-
cepted that safety belt use rate and
the reduction In alcohol related fa-
talities among Oakland drivers are
among the highest In the stote.

Other reasons given by TIA for re-
cent fatality deereases;

@ Improved safcty englneering of
streets and highways.

@ Better emergency and medical
services.

® Improvements in vehlcle safety
deslgn,

1987, the last full year for which
data are available,

Troy and Rochester Hills, with
their high concentrations of office
and commercial space, are other
high-accident areas.

But the fact that accidents are nu-
merous doesn't mean those are the
most dangerous, added Bob DeCorte,
director of engincering and data ser-
vices for TIA. One also must look at
the number of fatalities, the volume
of traffle, the arcas where drinking
occurs and “roadside furniture” such
as trees and abutments,

‘That sald, here is the list of high-
accident spots, judged by the num-

ber of uecldents that occur withln
200 feet of Lhe muvrucum

® M:59 in atedord — 112 acci-
dents at Alrport Roa (ﬂnt) 9! nt
Pontiac Lake Road (third), &
Elizabeth Lake Road (fourth) and 'lﬂ
at Williame Lake Road (tied for
ninth).
® Rochester Road in Troy — 96
accldents at Blg Beaver (second), 76
at Wattles Road (elghth). Both are
near an 1-75 exit.

® Rochester Road In Rochester
Hills — 89 at Hamlin Road (fifth), 81
at Auburn Road (tied for ninth). Both
are near an M-59 exit.

@ Bloomfield Townshlp — 86
Square Lake and Franklin roads
{sixth).

e Farmington HIlls — 83 at
Twelve Mlle and Orchard Lake
roads (near an I-96 exit).
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