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Faces of Armenians tell
-iragic story to reporier

4 By Sandra Armbruster .
- staffwriter

For Bill Gallagher, the greatest
sense of tragedy in earthquake-
stricken Armenla dldn't come from
viewing the rubble of butldings. .

% “You could see it in thelr faces.

‘They were just numb as they dug
»» through thelr possesslons,” the
& WIBK-TV reporler said,

w . Gallagher spent seven days In Ar-
wienia as a news reporter for the
, . Southficld television station and as a
crew member who helped erect shel-
ter for the homeless. He returned
Friday, Dec. 30, from a sometlmes
hirrowing, often heartwarming
, jvurney.

*  GALLAGHER WAS part of a crew
~ uf 14 people, including two bullding
xpecialisis, some American doctors
and “State Department types.”
The fourncy was delayed many
times, some by weather, others by
0 the

supplies by busload up 6,000 feet on
winding mountain reads.

“WE WERE grected by the Savlet
Army. They had a 20-by-30-fool tent
for us. It looked like something out
of ‘MASH.' There were 16 of us in
the tent, Temperatures reached in
the 20s during the day but went be-
low zero at night. We had just a
faulty coal heater in there,” Gal-
lagher sald.

“The tent was set up on a cabbage
patch, so0 it wasn't level. When some-
one fell out of bed at night, there was
a domino effect.”

It was, however, the people whom
Gallagher remembers best.

“The first night we were there,
they klited a lamb to feed us,” he
sald. “They were very gracious to us.
In their estimation, we were all cra-
2y {to be there).”

While cstlmates vary, residents
say that one-third to onc-half of the

lon was

< the o th 'y ant
by trylng to travel halfway around
the warld. .

Before reachlng Armenia, Gal-
lagher's: plane was in Frankfurt on
the day of the crash of Pan-Am
Flight 103, He phoned home with re-
ports from the flight’s origination
puint,

-“T had the dumb luck to be In the
right place at the right time,” he
raid.

+ ‘But the real right place was Ar-
_inenia, and Gallagher eventually ar-
rived in Yerevan, traveling to the
-+ town of Spitak in the Bambak Moun-
~ talns. They are part of the Caucasus
.. .range, west of the Black Sea.

~ - Mecling with an Armenian inter-
- pieter, the crew took its 20 tons of

.
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{evin Kopacz

Kevin Kopacz, 14, dellvers the

armington Observer in Westbrook
Manor subdivislon. He has been de-
vering - the Observer since May

1906.

The North Farmington High
choo) ninth grader’s favorite sub-
2+’jeets are math and sclence, His hob-
+* bies are making model rockets and

«yock and gem collecting. He is a
* tncinber of the marching and sym-
< “phony bands.

Earning money and meeting new
peuple are some of the things Kevin
lias Jearned on his route.

Kevin Ls the son of John and Sandy
Kopacz. He has two sisters, Lisa, 17,
and Kristen, 10.

ftyouwanttobea
Fermington Obsorver
“catrler, ploase call

91-0500

NOTICE

T GEDNIGE CUMMING AND OTHER IN-
TERENTED PARTIS
1

ebeuary 4, 1989, X
Allde of Farmiagion [itr's ben ssiest thls
14 LaUUs?ied befory the sale date. The itemns will
e awarded 13 (e ighest idder (mislmum bid
134950

contents of Unit No. D48 will be avall-
3Vle fof Iespecticn between Uhe bours of #00
M snd 500 PM. ca February 7, 1987 4nd
anclodes, bot b8 oot limited to:
‘Miscellsneos and llousebold.
William I8 Fischern
Your Attic of Farmiogtoa flills
38973 Grand Fver
Fagmingtoa ILlts, ML 40331
Publisy Japuary 3 ad 12,1989
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EXTRA HELP AVAILABLE
AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.

o THE HUNTINGTON
' LEARNING CENTER’

I Hasion Locomang Crmsems. bt

ed, to
Gallagher, Very few buildings were
feft standing: the ones that were left
were unsafe,

So Gallagher's crew helped build a
community center In the heart of
downtown using a plastic plpe and
sheeting technology used to cover
boats In the winter.

“WE GOT a Jot of laughs,” he sald,
“We sald, ‘What do you need?' So we
bulit the community center and one
of the first organizations to move in
was the local Communlst Party.”

The “real heroes” of the expedl-
tien, according to Gallagher, were
Red Blekerstaff of Qibraller and
Mike Stenberg of Traverse City.
They are in the boat protection busl-
ness and led the construction of
houslng for workers who will rebulld
the clty several miles from Jts orl-

in,

The severe wind In the moun-
talnous area required building mod-
ficatlons from the orlginal deslgn,
but some 10,000 square feet of shel-
ter area was built, with workers
moving right in.

“The whole idea was to teach
them how to use the technology,”
Gallagher sald. .

THE TV reporter, who had never
previously handled a video camera,
sald hls trip was “far and away the
most diffleult experfence of hls ca-
reer.

“It makes you view llfe in a differ-
ent perspective,” he said, “It was
good In & small way to help. It was
more symbolic of Amerlea reaching
out to Armenians.”

Sharing that spirit were two Cos-

Bill Gallagher of Farmington Hills (left) with
Mike McPhail of Clawson edits one of the 28

Southtield.

video tapes he brought back from his trlp to

sacks who guarded the tent fn 12-
hour shifts, sipped vodka and ogled a
Playboy magazine.

“It’s not every night you can camp
out with the Soviet Army,” Gal
lagher sald,

GALLAGHER RECORDED the
crew's experiences and condltions in
Armenia on {llm whenever time al-
lowed. Chemical heatlng wraps were

used to keep the comera from freez-
ing up. He ended up with 28 tapes,
parts of which were shown en TV-2
last week and later will probably be
made Into a televislon specla).

Crew members were five days
into thelr Armenia experlence be-
fore belng able to get word out that
they were safe,

On the trlp back, they were “virtu-
al stowaways,” Gallagher sald.

ik,

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/slatl pholographer

Armenia for showing on WJBK-TV Channel 2in

“It was wild. But we got out.”

The plane landed 15 hours later in
Shannon, Ireland, glving Gallagher
on his only visit to the Emerald Isle
a chance to quaff a couple in a local
pub “for his heart.” The plane even-
tuzlly landed in Mlami.

Loaking back on the experience,
Gallagher sald he just.feels privi-
leged to have done it.

“It was a good overture,” he said.
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Orchard Place Ctr. Store - Only - orchard Lk. Rd., S. of 14 Mi., Farmington Hills

LOST OUR LEASE
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

« Winter Sportswear « Winter Coats+ Spring Sportswear « Summer Sportswear

% orF

*Special Fri. Hours - Jan. 13th - 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

LISTED BELOW ARE JUST A FEW OF THE FABULOUS SAVINGS

Career Skirts

499

Fundamental Things

Rhoda Lee
Career Blouses

499

Holiday
Fashion Sweaters

699

Twill
Fashion Shorts

799

Challis
Fashion Skirts

999‘

49°°

Long Dress Coats

Wool Pantcoats

49

Zip-lined Raincoat

5999

orig. ’32 orig. 20 orig. '24-30 orig. *22 orig. *30
Sag Harbor Haggac Levi 100% Wool Cross Country
French Canvas Pants| Corduroy Pants Denim Jeans Lined Blazers Career Suits
orig. '30 orig, *34 otig. *40 orig. 84-'100 orig. '100-146
Wool Warm Misty Harbor

Nell Flowers
Winter Coordinates

70% off

Personal
Winter Coordinates

70% off

Spring Sportswear

0% off

Winter Sportswear

0% off

Winter Sportswear

0% off

orig. *150-'180 i orig. '128-168 orig, "150
Russ Chaus Cos Cob Evan Picone Liz Claiborne

Dressy Sportswear

80% off

‘ Spring Sportswear

80% off

¢ Orchard Place Cir. - Orchard Lk. Rd., S. of 14 Mi., Farmington Hills - Special Hrs. Fri. 8:00 10 9:00
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