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North’s

Playd

Opens Jan. 7

By RICH McCULLEN
FARMINGTON

Theater bugs will be
treated to a surprise this
year, courtesy of the North
Farmington Players from
North Farmington High
School.

On Jan. 7, 9, 15, and 16 the
NFP will be performing for
the first time on any Ameri-
can stage a new play by Pol-
ish contemporary playwright
Slawamir Mrozek, entitled
“Vatslav.”

“Vatslav”’ (Polish for the
name Victor) was given its
world premiere at the Avon
Theatre in Stratford, Ontario,
last summer but the NFP
production will be an Ameri-
can prenfere--a rare oppor-
tunity for a high school
troupe.

“Each year the NFP trys
to be innovative,” says
North Farmington drama
coach Mike Rasmussen. **We
try to bring our audiehces
something they may not
have seen before, whether it
be a long past-due fevival or
a new staging of a familiar
production.”™

Last year’s NFP produc-
tion of ‘A Midsummer
Night's Dream" was the first
Shakespearean production
ever done by a Farmington
student group. -

FHS Learns
From Pros

Students of the humanities
and orchestra classes at
Farmington High School at-
tended a concert rehearsal of
the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra. They were accompa-
nied by John Barrett, teach-
‘er ot drama and humanities.

“*Detroit Symphony Prel-
udes™ was one of three re-
hearsals open to the public
during the concert year. The
“trip to Cobo Hall was under-
taken for enrichment of stu-
dent appreciation of the mu-
sic played. The program was
followed by an open discus-
sion between conductor and
audience. -

“VATSLAV,” however, is
the “newest of the new,”
according to Rasmussen. He
describes the new play as
*‘troublesome, " adding that it
attempts to cover too much
ground in the course of an
hour and three quarters of
production time.

The resultant *‘jumble,"
Rasmussen advised, can only,
be sorted out by concentrat-
ing on the speeches of the
main character, Vatslav,
who carries the through-line
of the play

The play's action centers
on Vatslav, a slave who is
“liberated” from his serfdom
in a shipwreck. Washed
ashore on an unknown island,
Vatslav sets himself to the
task of becoming wealthy,
powerful and bonorable.

In the process, he meets
and learns about the play's
other characters, the inhabit-
ants of the “land of X" Mr.
and Mrs. Bat and son Bobbie:
Quail and Sassafras: Genius
and his daughter Justine:
Oedipus, and finally General
Barbaro and his liberating
forces.

RASMUSSEN SAYS he
thinks of the play as a sort of
baseball game. “Vatslav is
the baseball,” he explains,
and the other. characters
are the players.

“Vatslav comes in contact
with them and is buffeted
around sufficiently so that, in
the end. he merges a some-
what worn, but considerably
wiser, baseball.”

What Vatslav tearns from
all this “buffeting” is, the
nature of the freedom he
seeks so vigorously early in
the play. In a lengthy monolg
near the play's conclusion,
Vatslav mulis over his life as
a free man and offers the
audience some conclusions.
The final conclusion, howev-
er. is left to the audience.

Ramussén said the purpose
of Mrozek's play is to com-
ment on certain aspects of
life and then let the audience
reason them out for tifem-
selves.

~1 invite modern man to
see this play and use it as a
ion for his own com~
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mentary.”" Rasmussen re-
marked. *Those who feel
freedom to be the only end to
life's means should hear
Vatslav's feelings on the
matter.

~They may find some of
_his comments useful. they
may agree unequivocally. or
they may not agree with him
at all. but at least they will
be thinking.”
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£RACIT T 0N THE OCCASON

Navy Cmdr. William J.
Bredbeck, husband of the
former Nancy C. Preston of
40149 Northwick Road. Far-
mington, has completed a
four-week residency as a
student at the Naval War
College in Newport, R.1.

He has returned to his
command and will complete
the correspondence phase of
the Naval Command and
Staff Interim Course in about
18 months. ’

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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CITY OF FARMINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
“The Council of the City of Farmington, Oakland Caunty. Michigan.

Jwill meet at 8:00 1M, Monday. January (8. 1970, in the Council
Thambers. 23600 Liberty Street Farmington. Michigan, o hear all

wed amendinent to the Zoning Ordi-
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Fiven a chance to cxpress their views
it the ahove time and place. A copy of the erdinance is avaitable*
for review at the office of the City Clerk. Any other informatiin

posal is available at the office of the
L

ELIZABETH BRINES
CITY CLERK

. .
A SWAP -- Bobbie Bat, portrayed by Joe Teeples, offers to swap a

o

hat, ring and watch for the bear's head. The offer is being considered by
Vatzlav, played by Jeff Osterhage who thas the lead role in North Farming-
ton High's next production which opens Jan. 8. {Fran Ev_en photo}

EXTINGUISHED— —Jeff Osterhage ((eh)‘
character of Vatzlav, is shown putting out the
candle held by Oedipus who is played by Dale
Sekeeak. The Quail, Mike Kaplan {left) and Sas-
safras, John Patterson are shown kneeling. The
North Farmington High actors are rehearsing for
their next production which will be a premi)er of
the play “Vatzlav,' the first time it will be done
in the'U.S. (Fran Evert photo} !

THE TUSSEL——Engaged in a struggle
are the Quail, played by Mike Kaplan {left), and
Sassafras portrayed by John Patterson. The
combat occurs in the NFHS production of “Vat-
zlav” to be presented Jan. 7, 9,15, 16. (Fran
Evert photo}
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Area Yule
Accidents

Tptal 28

FARMINGTON
No traffic fatalities oc-
curred over the Christmas
weekend in Farmington city
or township but numerous
accidents were reported
Of the 19 traffic accidents
ingthe township. 15 involved
property damages to cars.
trees. etc.. and four were
personal injuries. *'The inju-
ries were very, very mi-
nor,” said Sgt. Arlo Newell,
of traffic control.

Most accidents bappened
during daylight hours and
were attributed to ‘‘snowy
and icy” road conditions.

* The city had a total of nine
traffic accidents, "with four
oceurring in parking lots dur-
ing the evening hours and
fivd
damages on local streets.
“There were no personal
injuries and no accidents on
expressways,” according to
Sgt. Richard Miller. of the
city's traffic safety bureau

Mrs. H. R. Henderson
Heading GOP Women

Officers were elected by
the Republican Women's
o ization of Farmi

GoonivEan

__WHEEL ALUGNMENT
They will be installed in =
January along with other TUNE-UPS

at the Nov. 30 annual meet-
ing following a salad luncheon
that honored volunteer elec-
tion workers.

The meeting was in the
home of outgoing president
Mrs. Russell Nankervis,
26033 Hidden Valley Dr.

Some 30 members and
guests also heard Jean Nank-
ervis outline the past year's
pre-election activities, which
included hosting political
candidates and climaxed with
the opening of GOP head-
quarters in downtown Far-
mingten for two months prior
to the general election.

The new slate is:
president. Mrs. H. R. Hen-
derson; first vice president,
Mrs. R. M. Rairigh: second
vice president, Mrs. E. 0.
Miller: treasurer, Mrs. Ed-
win Northway: correspond-
ing secretary, Mrs. Bruce
Hamlin: and recording secre-
tary, Mrs. Donald Nelson.

officers at the SNOEKAESOR'ERS,
Oakland County Council of
Republican Women's meet-
ing. Date and speaker for this
event will be announced.
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DURING JANUARY
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Decorative and Use as room di-
functional. Add || viders or let
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room. All styles || tion run wild.
availoble. Many uses for

these.
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