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To the editor;

‘The Farmington community will
be asked to vote on Jan. 31 for the
proposed $7.3 million ‘bond ssue,

new 800-student elementary school
at 11 Mile and Halsted.

It i3 clear that the need for this
school Is great. Cnmnuy. 27 per-
cent of all elementary school
dren live west of Drake Road, ynl
there 13 no clementary schoal in
that arca. Also, enrollment at the

which will finance the bullding of a .

Jan. 31 voie
School bond issue supported

ington publle school system, I
would like to sce a yes vole on the
Jan, 31 bond election for the new
school.

This school was already defeated
once in September, yet the problem
of overcrowded schools Is ever-
present (Longacre, Flanders,

Larkshire are using a total of eight -
p the .
growth In the west end, this prob-

lem will only grow.
Without 3 new school, over-

y level Is p to
continue o Increase for the next
flve years.

At present, there are elght porta.
ble clzssrooms In use In the Farm-
ington schoo! system, at the cost of
$50,000 each. Due to overcrowding,
we have had to give up classroom
space for art, musle, sclence and
computers. Many of these classes
are being beld in balls or avallable
cafeterins,

A yes vote will not increase the
current debt millage rate, which Is
now 1.2 mills, Hopefully, the voters
of Farmington who are committed
to the changlng needs and chale
Senge:slo{ our children will vote on

an. 31.

General fund dollars should be
used to enhance and improve our
children's education, purchase
equipment and make school Lm-
provements, not buy portables to
accommodate overcrowding.

The aight of several portables
sittlng in a school parking lot from
which students shuffle in and out of
several times each day for Junch,
recess, P.E, art, and muslc does
nothing for our property values, It

. this bond fssue Is not pazsed, we
will be looking at a lot more port-
- ables,

Farmington is a great communi-
ty with a lot of great children,
Please give them the education and
. opportunities they deserve, Please
wvate on Jan. S1.

Cathleen M. Webb,
Farmington Hills

‘To the editor:
As a concerned parent with two
school-aged children in the Farm-

will make way for more
portables that will be (at $50,000
each) as expensive or even more 30
when things other than dollars and
cents are considered. Not only witl
this money (lo buy portables) be
taken out of the school operating
budget (which will affect all
schools), but the children will be
robbed of prg:;ny cnr,l;l:‘h:gl:nd nec-
essary expericnces money
been ‘used lo a more productive
way.

I this the way we want (o spend
school dollars? If we cannot pro-
vide children with basic necessities
such as adequate classsroom space,
then how can we possibly hope to
offer themn quality education?

Without passage of the bond
election, Farmington Public
Schools wlil take a giant step back
wards, The cholce Is clear and sim-
ple: There are too many children
and not enough elassrooms.

Do we vole yes on Jan. 31 and
bulld a new school or do we spread
valuable school dollars to buy ex-
pensive portables that are worth-
Iess and Ineffective?

The only loglcal and responsible
cholce Is a yes vote for the pew
school. A new school would be a
wise Investment to raniee our
childres the quallty education that
they deserve.

T'wlll not seltle for less than this,
not only for my own children, but
(Tr all the children in our commu-
nit)

All children attending Farmlng-
ton Public Schools are, at the very
lcast, entitled to schools that can
comfortably. house them without
problems of overcrowding.

‘That is what public education i3
all about — quality education with

cqual access to all,
Sylvia Eambouris,
Farmingtoo Hilis

To the edltor:

In the next flve years, the num-
ber of elementary schoo! children
in Farmlingtoo-Farmington Hills
will rise dramatlcally.

On Jan. 31, the district must de-
cide whether we house these
dren in a building with permanent
facllities and thus ‘maintain the
high standards of Farmington
uhoob or I we house them in sub-

tandard temporary portable bulld-
lngs at $50,000 per unit, thus creat-
ing unequal facilitles for some chil-
drea In the district and relegating
Farmington schools to a lower
level of standards as compared to
nelghboring school districts.

In either case, we pay. So we
might as well get our money's

worth.

Vote for the bond lssue to butld a
permanent elementary school and
m:elve real value for your tax dol-

u portable units are bought, the
money must come from the gener-
al operaling fund. This means there
wlll be less money for all students
in all the schools throughout the
district — money for books, sup-
plies, all sorts of items. All the chil-

school, we must vole for the $7.3
million bond Issue because thls
money must go into a building fund
separate from operating funds.

(We are lucky in a sense. Walled
Lake school district Is nsklnx for

our schools, Let’s maintain those
property values, An excellent
school district will not only benefit
the children, but will keep real es-
tate values up In case you wish to
s¢ll at some future time.
Amcricans are regarded as a s0-
clety that does not. uhm its chil-
dren. Let's show the world that
Farm!ngton-Farmington Hills
cares about children.
Vole yes on Jan. 31,
Helen Goranowild,
Farmlagton Hills

Seeking the formula
for science schooling

DISSECTING A cat wasn't too ap-
peallng to this feline fanatle.

Watching those Biology II students

g cat carcasses around

school dldn't squelch all interest In
sclence but certainly put a damper
on blology.

So, after cutting apart worms and
frogs rmd.nudylng a (ew roc!a my

forma)

What s It about high nclwol sci-
cace that takes a curious student and
turns them off, or allows them to
bead in another acadi

More than 90 percent
. . . didn’t have the

As a youngster, I used to look out
the window at night with a small
t.elmpe. fascinated with the night
sky. During summer vacation, col-
lecting rocks held my interest as
:.rled to figure out where they came
rom.

When did the interest wane? Mine
apparently weat opto r.he garbage
heap with the cats.

BUT FOR many people, the intee-
est may never have been there.

A natliona sclence study released
by ABC thls weck showed that more
than 90 percent of those surveyed
didn’t have the basic knowledge of
what makes the world go around —
literally.

Twenty-five percent of the people
thought the sun revolved around the
carth. Others belleved the earth re-
volved around the sun, but did it in
24 hours. These people don't under-

basic k ledge of
what makes the world
go around — literally.

Still others thonght that milk with
radiation contamination could be
made drinkable by bolling.

The Observer & Eccentric also
looked at sclence education this
week, trylng to find out what s belng
done In our local school districts.
What kind of an emphasls Is being
put on sclence

school. They reallze teaching science
to incoming teachers should be a pri-
erity.

WE BLAME science curriculum,
and school districts should make
every effort, to upgrade this. But
lhm: could be other, additional rea-

Mnybt the nochl changes that oc-
cur when children move Into high
udwolaholmveanlmpactonthﬂr
interest In science and other
Jects. If one teacher becomes papu-
lar or effective, that may have an
impact on bow many students take a
class, Students who get involved In

extracurricular activitles my de-
ties. Science

change i curriculum Is pecded.
1t will take teachers applying new
curriculum in an interesting way. It
will take schools promoting sclence
to students through all channels,
cludlng student counseling. It will
take parental epcouragement.
More general education through
and televi-

at the high school level

years or more. They've scen trends
In sclence education come and go.
They see compoters and environ-
mental issues playing a big role in
the future,

sion s peeded to tnform those not in

our education system, and to en-

hance learning for those who are.
mueverymngehﬂnwoc&(nl

empbasls, involving lndusiry busl- |
ness and community. The emphasis *
starts in our homes and local |

stand the dlfference between what ‘They believe that emphasizing scl-  schools, and groses.
makes a calendar year and what ence at lower grade levels has got to ‘We need to encourage our students
makes night and day. belp the interest levels at the high tolook to thestars. -
— '
. . . :

keeping up with government

Looking for Information about Center in Lansing offers to help peo-  10:30 am. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays,
state govtmmanl? The League of ple find out about such Lhings as ‘The telephone service is pald for.

Women Voters hos a toll-free tele-
phone service (1-800-292-5013) that
may be helpful.

pending legislatlon, the state couﬁ-
tutlon, election laws, voting reguta-

by the league's education fund. The
League of Women Volers {s a non-

The league'’s Citizen

tions or tax Information. profit organization that works to'
keep voters interested and informed;
The h is d from

about g lssues.
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WEEK!

our Birmingham Store Has Been Sold
: And Will Be Closing Soon!!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

Our Entire Stock of Cruise and Resort Wear

0%

OFF
AND
MORE

v Selling Out To The Bare Walls!! v
v Antique Fixtures and Furnishings For Sale!! v

the willow tree

Simply Wonderful Clothes

At our Birmingham Store Only ¥ 215 West Maple, Birmingham
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-6 .
Sorry, No Coupons Accepted v All 5ales Final ¥ Cash Or Charge Only ¥ NO Halds Or Layaways

WINTER SALE:

s1amsol
IR -
s 527

s 73489 !
B A0

s ‘l..’!'

s




