Japanese take on European luxury modeis

“T want to sce the one cvnryhndy s
mklng about — you know, the one
from the TV show,” sald the woman
1 live with, tugglng nio away from
the flnale of the Chevrolel Hear-

throba.

I was just beglning to get the hang

" of openlng night of the first North

Amcrican International Auto Show,
haying figured out that it I kind of
pulled my chin down, my undershirt
wouldn't show over the top of the
black tie I tled myselt.

“TV show?” I sald, my mind stil!
on the Hearthrobs,

“You know — named alfter some-
onc on Dynasty."

“ 07

“No — Alexls, Joan Collins, you
know.”

“That's a Lexus.”

“That's what I sald.”

To get capital, avoid these mistakes i

In their book, “Business Plans that
Win $33,” Stanley Rich and David
Gumpert claim that the business
plan “Is the ticket of admission to
the investment process.”

Without providing & plan, fur-
nished in advance, many investor
groups won't even grant an inter-
vlew. And for those that do, only a
small percentage recelve the re-
quested funds.

Richard Charple, managing gener-
ol partner of Palne Webber Ven-
tures, sald his company invests In no
more than six plans per year, “We
read 500 to 750 . . . and those that
we read are only a fractlen of those
that are submltted.”

1 obtainlng investment’ funds
seems difficult, it is. After all, pro-
fessional Investors and lendlng insti-
tutlons are inundated with proposals.

ey also reallze that there are
many more losers than winners
among firms that can return 50 per-
cent or more annually on their origl-

Whatever,

I'M STARTLED to sec a people
mover car rumble through the roof
of the renovated Cobe I1all, and 1 get
the first stirrings of civie pride. IU's
clear we have the makings of a new
internatlonal forum here at the first
North American Auto Show.

Moving the NAIAS up on the
calender to within hangover range of
New Ycar's Eve makes it the firest
auto show of the season, and news
coverage Is heavy. More than a thou-
sand reporters register for the first
three days of show previews, anoth-
er promotional first for Detrolt,
which usually seitles for a hay:
role on the national show clrcuit.

But are attcndance records
cenough?

Can Detroit take Its rightful place
among the great world forums of the

nal Investrment. Now, as In the begin-
ning of time, the goal is to maximize
opportunity while minlmizing the

risk.

Rich and Gumpert stress that eve-
ry company needs a wrltten business
plan to not only “win” backing, but
to gulde'the operation and ensure jts
viablllty and growih.

“The business that runs by the seat
of its pants often winds up with torn
pants.”

Before the development of uny
plan, It is cructal that buslness own-
ers are awarc of the danger signs
that most stand out to potential Jend-

ers,

“Busincss plans which devote
more space to describing the product
than to detailing who will buy the
product and how it will be sold make
investors nervous that the company
is really a playpen for the founders
to fiddle with their latest gadgets.”

Another turnoff is the business

marketplace

' Oberiin & Co. Advertisiog and
‘Public Relations Ine, was appolnted
the public relations agency for Hun-
gry Howle's Plzza and Subs Inc. in
Livonla.

Ross Roy Productlons was award-
ed o Gold Medal at the 1988 New
York Internatlonal Fllm and Televl.
slon Festival for producing the 1989
Chrysler Motors new products an-
nouncement show. It is the fifth year
in a row they have won this award.

Credential Check and Personnel
Sarvices Inc. moved its offices to the
Northwestern Financial Center. The

new address is 30833 Northwestern
Highway Sulte 118, Farmlngton
Hills, Mich. 48018.

Wade-Trim/Dzlorman of Roches-
ter has established an office In Gay-
lord.

Book & Botln CPA's of Troy-and
Marvin J. Kolon of Scuthfield an-
nounces the merger of their practic-
es under the name of Bonk & Bozin
CPA's. The {lrm will operate at the
cffice in Tray,

Bloom Healtt:0are Consulting has
opened an office in West Bloomficld.

Dndyou knowy that 3 35-year okd
coupiema $48.,000 per yearcan
expecttomake $4.5 milhon before
they retire? Yet without 3 compre-
hensive financiat plan, most peopi¢
will have ittle to shaw for their
hard work. Thats where our new
v;dv:orapc comesin,

Shows you how to establish
a cumuedﬁr\ar\dalplan that

AFREE VIEWING...
of the video that tellsyou what

to do with your S4.500,000!

plwdes 2 hedge against inflation,
income for retirement. ways 10 cut
1axes. funds for education, insur-
arke protection, and much more.
And the videotape is yours to view,
free, in your own . when
retum the coupon of calt today.
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ON THE other hand, the flrst tlme
1 stabbed for a shrimp at the Lexus
launch party, 1 zearly stuck the
Loothplek la the hand of a guy from
Jaguar’s US. sales operation. Then
there was BMW, Volvo, Saab and

The

auto Industry?

In search of an answer, we pushed
over to the booth where Toyota's lat-
est luxury offerlng was on display.

AS IT TURNS OUT, Lexus is
something of a visual letdown, glven
its rumored pricetag approaching
$40,000. Leather seating, ndvnnced

an
grille glve It some styling cues that
move it comfortably upscale Irom
the struggling masses. But overall it

wouldn't stand out on the street
much after belng camouflaged In

road salt.

Mcchanically, It's somethlng else.
It shares the distinctlon with Nlis-
san’s Infiniti of having the first Jap-
ancse V-8, about the size of a mid-
1950s Chevrolet, but producing twice

the power. .

StHl, neither the Lexus nor the In-
finill, shown to the public for the
first time at the NAIAS, seemed all

Mary

focus: small business

DiPaolo

. plan that presents ‘sales projections
that deviate excessively from [ndus-
try norms. Investors worry because
it suggests ‘‘cither that en-
treprencurs  haven't done thelr
homework or they're belng unduly
optimlstic."

Unrealistically high growth pro-
jectlons represent another red flag.
“When a person presents g plan and
tells me with a straight face that he
expects to generate $200 mlillon [n

BUILOING
COMPANY

ADDITIONS < KITCHENS » BATH
6190 Dunmore » West Bloomlieid « 555-3880

Accidental
Discovery May
End Obesity

Blocks calorie sbsorption
SWEDEN —Medical rscarchers at the
University of Kuopio, in Finlind, have dis-
covered (accidentally) 2 new weight-loss
formula, The new discovery lmhlcs an
averweight individwal 1o Jose pounds and
fatty tissuc without dicting or excreise,
Scientists made the discovery whild
scarching for a fonmuly to lower choles-
terol. Ina controlied study of a test grovp of
people, cholesterol kevels remained un-
changed but the doctors were astounded to
fndthat e\ay;nmnlvmauscdll:(mnuh
Jost weight. The published report of this
study. stated, "A kighly umﬁum deqrase
in body w.w‘t was seen” i patients who
reccived the formmba,
The formuls was then tested in Sweden
at Sahlgren Hospital, University of
tedorg. Again, a patients Jost a substan-
wmnm(duuﬁnummmﬁzydd
their eat “The report

pbents were asked not to alter
their dietary habits” One patient in this

active ingredient comes from a 100% it

source and contains ho drugs
or stimulants, When taken before mealtime
nhmdsulhmcrood)wuummup

venting

A substantl portion of the exlorics
ingested thercfore pass lhrough lh:
digestive system unal mc‘l'kt:l nb
has to get energy to replace
nes, ln“l( starts to bum slored fat. The
result is rapid body weight loss. Extensive
clmical Lests have veribed the safety of this
formeula for Jong-tesm use.

The formula is marketed in tablet farmin
the United States under the trade nme
mn.m 3000, A frm Jocated in ‘hmzn

Florida, has exclusive North American dis
tribution rights, A review of the aulomtr
fles of this company revealed the names of
tamdreds of people who have Jost up to 10
pounds the first week and as misch a3 20, 40
overall with Cal-Ban

vho are plagued by fat and celulite that
*Uwy“ml{tm 10 losc by conventional
lhod!.

Cal-Ban 3000 is reasomably priced at
msslmmuwkwmmss{m
week Postage and handling i $3.
To assure fastest service, orders are

sccepted by toll-free phone only. VISA,
| Master Card, Amex and C.0.D, orders are
amrued C.0.D.% are $2.20 extra. Dzdcu

be phced by caling
lmnk'ml.l. FEYEB lmm D

Chinese Pant Anderson Pharmacals
islocated at 19235 U1.S. 41 North, Luts, FL.

Call today 1o began the. transfor-
mum!mﬁlwdbbwd:;bderm

28105 ORCHARD LAKE RD, SUITE 108 s FARMINGTON HILLs
nzmununmcn oETROIL M amcomnos. M1 KANSASCITY. XS MAUMEE,
UOND, VA mo. (Corporaie Haadauaswn)
- o»m Baras Laesing, e/ 83876C
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body you acticve s
weight Jost you m\henuyhd-
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sales over the next two years, I
laugh him right out of my office,”

&
malstaln & " doorman’s  aloofness
while nitplcklng the new kids on the
luxury-car block. I got a better out-
line of Toyota's marketing plans
from a guy from BMW than I could
get from Toyota. .

The Europeans were clearly ner-
vous. Sales of high-priced European
luxury cars have dropped 15 percent
or more this past year despite an

overall strong auto market in the.

Unfted States. Whether this is a
short-lived stumble or the end of a

in business plan-

says one local investment banker.

And last, when a compaoy's basle
product or service needs to be al-
tered or specially deslgned for cach
customer, Investors sce high costs
and low profits. Although many com-
panies focused on custom or applica.
tions engineering achleve great suc-
cess, they should expect and usually
experience resistance among lend-
ers.

decade-long trend of where vunplm
spend their money remains Lo be
seen. ‘:‘

BUT 4ERE coms 152 Japansss, to
Delralt, of all places, and liunchlo.
new car lines in the $20,000-$40,000;
range. Then Toyota, at least, Barth
claiming it will outsell BMW In' the,
first year Lexus goes on sale, & guy}
from Saab says they are {dlots, od,
£0 on. The stulf of International cir,
debates, right here in Detrolt. It
makes a strong showing on the
tional pews,

freezing, and our bus breaks down.ox
the way back to the party. Anyode In
his right mind would be in Los Apge-
les. But the show makes a stréog
showing on national news. Be
we've got something golng here.  ©
Next year I'll figure out the ue

Next week, we will discuss the ele-
ments that comprise winning busi~
ness p!mu for the new or exmmg en
terprise.

Mary DiPaolo is the owner oI

Mark:Tremia & Farminglo:

ased business consumg
Jirm, She is also producer and.,
host of the cable television serigs,
“Chamber Perspectives.”
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Twenty oflices thranghout
the metropolltan Detrolt area.
DETROIT: 20060 Van Dyke,
890-7180 / 19830 West

7 Mile. 537:3400. EAST
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OA\Q‘SO‘I: 1165 \\o(

14 Mike, 4354430,
FARMINGTON HILLS:
31300 Orchand Lake;
851-7222. WARREN; 13710
East 14 Mile, 204-6350.
STERLING HEICHTS: 3747

East 15 Mile, 9770957,
UTICA: 45676 Van Dyke,
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THE TERM:

yield and 8.62% rate.

Now you make the terms on a special
Empire of America Certificate of Deposit. -,
This CD matures anytime between six
months and five years. It's your decision.
Plus you'll receive a guaranteed 9.00%

. Deposit as little as $500 in this special "~
CD. It's FSLIC insured up to $100,000
per account relationship for total security.
And if you open a 5% % checking account;
when you open your CD, you'll receive
your first order of personahzed checks free.

Take advantage of our greatrates. .~

And make your own terms. Just visit your \
nearest Empire of America branch or call 1,3
SMARTLINE®at 1-800-843-2443

‘from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., 7 days a week. .

*Interest and principal must remain on deposit a full year at the stated nate Yo cam the:
shown. Interest penalty for early

-

withdral,

you open your acoount.
Offer cxp!ns 2!3!89

EARN EXTRA INTEREST

Open a 5%% N.O.W. Checking Account for $1,000
or more when you open your CD and eam Y% on
your CD rate! Plus receive your first order of -
* personalized checks free. Present th:s coupon when

Em ire .
ofAmerlca :
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