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By Victor E. Swanson
special writer

'AGIC IS ART. Or that's the
bellef of maglclans ir
Amerlea, such as Tod¢

Karr, 23, formetly of
Bloomileld Hills, now of Parls
France.

What i3 magic in France?

“It's not consldered art,”
Karr ot his parents' home in Bloom-
ficld Hills, where he recently was
vatationing and dolng rescarch. “It's
Lke juggling . ... When someone
talks nbou! ,uggllug, you don't think
of a great

“When you thlnk of magle here,
you don’t automatically think of a
great artlst, but you recognize the
fact that, hey, there have been hour-
long specials on magle on TV, magl-
clans have glven concerts around the
country. In Europe, that hasn't exlst-
ed yet. And there's no respect for it,

“It's not very sophisticated . . . .
They're using props that are real
clunky and unstreamlined, And thelr
performances style lsn't very with
i

sald

KARR IS well-quallfled to make
such a statement, for he's a magl-
clan in France who began entertain.
ing the French and others by glving
strect magic shows in Paris about
two ycars ago — the only work he
could get as o magiclan without a
permit to work, (He was there study-
ing French for one year as a student
of the Universlty of Southern Cali-

ornla,

Working the strect magic shows
was fun. He remembers what he
would say after a show: “Ladies and
gentlemen, I hope I've added a bit of
magle to your evening. I hope you'll
add a bit of money to my hat.”

Then, he would walk through the
crowd holding a beret, and some-
times he came upon Americans who
would say very, very slowly, hoping
he would undcmland, “You were
very good.” !{Lq answer was usually,
“Thanks a lot."

“They'd be really disappointed,”

Karr sald, “They thought they were

belping a starving Freachman with
art

After the stint In France, h2 went
back to USC and recelved a bachelor

table talk

‘Poetic illusion’
Bloomfield Hills magician takes his artistry to Paris

‘1do a little of everylhin_i;, so lcan’t .
classity myself. 'm like a general
practitioner of magic.’

— Todd Karr

of arts degree In journallsm and
even worked as an intern for the Los
Angeles Times, The experience of
the internshlp made him give up 8
writing carcer and serlously take up
the magic career,

In mid-1988, he went back to
Franee, the best place to go, since
his love, Clatre, a French yoga In-
structor, was there. They were mar-
ried and are expecting thelr first
child in June.

“I'VE HAD TO change my materl-
at, really Improve it — really all of
my iluslons — so that the visual
part is so strong that it doesn't mat-
ter If verbally it's a little weak. All

of my tricks go Into the miracle cat--

egory because 1 have to.compete
with all these French magiclans,
who are very glib and very funny
and stoff.

“] get along great with the French
magicians, The problem there — one
of the problem's I'm running into,
though — is that the (French) magle
community is kind of , . , very para-
nold. In the states, there's a really
bealthy atmesphere among magls
claps.

“They trade, they exchange se-
crets, they help each other and share

ideas and things. In l-‘rancc .+ o they
don't share nnythlng . they're re-
ally closed-minded.”

Karr belleves magiclons should
talk and share because it allows the
art of mage to flourish and grow.

Many magicians were willing to
talk and share thelr art with Karr
when he was growing up. However,
it was a school friend at Detroit
Country Day who got Karr, then 9,
interested in magie,

The friend also was interested in
maglc, and one day he took Karr on
a trip to visit a magic store in Fern-
dale, After that first visit, Karr's
mother often drove him to the shop
50 he could spend a few hours talking

magle with professional magicians,
some of whom shared (helr ideas and
secrets,

One of the most [nfluential men in
Karr's magic career was Robert
Lund, an automoblle writer by trade,
who loved magle and founded the
Amerlcan Museum of Magle in Mar-
shall {(Mlch.). Karr paraphrased what
Lund once teld him about magte:

“Magle Is not about tricks, maglc
{s not about fooling people, not about
secrels. When you're young, you
have a sense of innocence and won-
der, you don't know how everything
;r‘orks , you don't know why the sky s

ue

“You don't know where bables
come from, you don't know why it
rains, you don't know why flowers
start out as seeds and become flo-
wers. You've got this sese of won-
der about you, when you sce some-
thing new that you doa't understand.

“And as you grow older, you lose
your scnse of wonder, you me
jaded, you lose that sense of wonder
and innocence in your llfe, So what
magiclans do is to momentarlly give
you back your sense of wonder and
Innocence, And that Is the role of the
magician.”

THAT RULE Karr learned more
than a decade agoe, It took hlm
through the days of giving magic
shows at children's blrthday parties
and Jocal restaurants and the days of
displaying his art on the streets of
Paris. It's the rule he fellows today,
giving performances at such places
as wonderful European chateaus.

Today, he calls his magle “poetic
1lluslon.”

“It uses princlples of maglc, llke
technlque . . . and the idea of the
impossible, along with different
technlques of the theater, whether it
be chorcography or musle or what-
ever, to evoke emotion. I do a llttle

Ploase turn to Page 6

was never like this. Magician Todd

Karr makes a croissant float in the air, while he.

STEPHEN CANTRELL/staft photogrepher

has a cup of cotfee.

Lundi Gras

Nearly 20 appetizing hors
d'ocuvres were sampled at a recent
Tasting Dlnner, to determine which
ones will be chosen for the Lundi
Gras XXIX, to be held Monday Feb.
8,at theWhllney in Detrolt. The hors
d'ocuvres, along with champagne,
preceded a lavish dinner where vari-
oous courses and wines were tasted in
preparation for the event. This
year’s Lundi Gras wil) feature popu-

lar menu offerings from previous
Lundi Gras dinners. First course will
be a scrumptious sclection of

ng tossed with orange walnut vi-
naigmte. alung with selected cheese
and fresh frult. Dessert s a choco-
late-lover's drcnm a plate of choco-
h n <centered by a Minla-

mloods and shellflsh, followed by a
g loo

pal
and raspberry puree. Main course is
a tasty medalllon of veal with truf-
fle, veal, forest mushroom force-
ment encroute, with flve peppercorn
sauce. The different vegetable is kol-
rabi stuffed with puree of Stilton and
celeriac. Potatoes also wlll be on the
dinner plate. Fourth course is an
cye appealing salad ¢ minfature
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GREAT LOBSTER &
ST%K MEAL DEAL

Offer good. during regular business hours thrw;b Feb. 5, li!v, TIL tlp, and
other items not meationed hm excluded, Coupon must be presen

your guest. It may not be used In conjunction
with olhtr xpecul uU ers and s nct redeumhle for cash,
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Bonbons. The black-tle
event az uas per person benefits the
Arthives of American Art, Smithso.
nlan Institution. For more Informa-
tion, contact the Whitney at 832-
$700.

“CHASE
“THE DRAGON!™
—

To Man Jin Lau’s ;
Celebrate Chinese New Year's,
tha.Year of the Serpent at
at Mon Jin Laut.

DISTINCTIVE CUISINE OF
L CHINA « EXOTIC SPIRITS

TINEALT RAPLLRD » Ty

689-2332

Dining awards

Machus Red Fox in Bloomfleld
Townshlp, the Lark in West Bloom-
field and the Golden M
Southfield arc among Michigan res-
taurants honared as recipients of the

1988 Travel/Holiday magazine Fine
Dining Awards.
Others Include the Caucus Club,
.[Y'Xoc Muer’s Rauunngplmm
ouse, Opus onf
Wine Cellars, Ooe,
Robert Lawrence Balrer, the mag-

This weekend, getaway
to the most fun, in M]!.chlganY

-'Avnﬂnbl: PFriday, Sltuldly and Sundw nights

“Michi
‘ @mmﬁ'tqq

whuminz pools and saunas
. 520 of “Hilton Money" to spend for dlnm:r at ejther Hilton Inn,
Chatley's Crab and/or The Haymarke!
* Champagne on day of arrival
* 24-hour advance reservations required!
*Docs not include state or local taxes. Limited time offer. -

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE : IR

D | ¢ NORTHFIELD S
HIOTONINN -

5500 Crooks Road at I-75

JLTROY
HILTON INN
1455 Stcph;l?mw

azine’s food and beverage editor, |
was originally scheduled to present i&
the awards at Schuler's, during a .
three-day trip to visit Detroit-areq
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restaurants. His trip was canceled {3
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