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|Glimpses of life
behind the

Sy Pasnci sllgaard
speclal wrller

Michael Joseph's nudes stand,
sit, kneel or recline in a hallucina-
tory glow of cxploslve neon colors.
‘Their flesh tones of hot purples,
blues, reds and greens are softened
by luminous whites. The nervous
energy of the brushstrokes IS inten-
sified with graffiti-like scribblings
and scratches,

‘These compelling paintlngs seem
to be ntlmate glimpses into (he
backrooms of striptease joints,
massage parlors and topless-danc-
ing bars where the females gather
to apply makeup, posture, relax
with a certaln languorous eroti-
clsm, and frequently engage In a
violence that cxcceds mere alter-
catlon or halr-pulling. In some of
the canvascs women threaten other
women with guns,

Joseph said that five of the large
canvases and 10 of the related
studles at Xochlpllll Gallery of Bir-
mingham were Inspired by a small,
one-lime honky-tonk town callnd
State Line, on the Idaho-Washing-
ton border,

About 20 years ago whenn the [e-
gal drinking age was 18 in Idaho
and 21 in Washington, State Line
was a thriving town clustered with
bars and motels that alse served as
brothels,

JOSEPH'S KEEN and chservant
eye can be as aggressively acldle
as that of a Toulouse-Lautree, He
also has a dellclously macabre
sense of humor. Men are absent
from the tableaux — npart from
one menacing figure palnted in a
bloody red who (agaln) points a gun
at a weman nonchalantly reclining
on a chair,

The artist's technique [s to pro-
duce shadow images by shining a
light on hls model. The images are
then transferred to the canvas and
painted in with acrosol spary, chi-
na markers and oll sticks.

He emphasizes a part or parts of
ke nude torso and leaves the rest

blinds

s kRS

undeiined, almost always exclude
ing the facial features. One notable
feature in many of the paintings
are the horizontal lnes, which sug-
gest windows with closed blinds,
contrasted with the vertical lines
of the chalr struts.

In two other warks, which are
studies for a series called “Katy’s
Wildlife Sanctuary,” the nudes are
bathed in a vivid erange hue, This
work in progress is based on an cn-
counter of rare serendipity, On
driving through central Montana,
Joseph and hls wife, Daphne, sud-
denly came across a ramshackle
two-storled hoyse turned {nto a bar,
In the middle of nowhere. “It had
the startling name, Katy’s Wildlife
Sanetuary,” he safd.

Joseph, who was born in Idaho,
recelved a bachelor of arts degree
from the Unlversity of Idaho,
where he entered on a football
scholarshlp,

HE WAS unable to complete the
football requirement because of a
neck [njury which he says would
probably have conflned him to a
wheelchalr had he continued (o
play.

He attended the Cranbrook
Academy of Art and earned a mas-
ter's in printmaking.

Joscph manages to maintain a
full-time job with an automobile
supply firm In Detroit while run.
ning a five-zcre ranch with his wife
in Ypsllantl. They ralse hogs and
angora goats. The scarce remain-
hl:xdli.(mc Is spent making art in his
studio.

“It’s a long day,” he sald with be-
lievable convicilon. He has also
taught art at Cranbrook and in
Nova Scotia and Callfornia.

“Motel Serles, State Linc and
Other Vacation Spuu. 1986" runs
through Feb. 4 at the Xochlpllll
Gallery, 568 N. Woodward, Blr-
mingham, 11 am. to 5 pm. Tues-

(Photo upper left) Marilyn

tion of “The Scarlet lepumol
day, Feb. 4,

WSU’s productions

Theater is thriving at Wayne State University in Detroit. .

Mays is Marguerite and

James Vezina is Sir Percy in the Hilberry Theatre produc-

,” opening at 8 p.m. Satur-

(Photo above) Steve Bmdy
Mays, again, is cast as Anna P

Hilberry,

Flanagan’s “When the Jumble

Far more

award-winning comedy “Wild Honey,” in repertory at the

(Photo tower lell) Jeff Chastang is Yasim and Angela
Spencer is Ma Brodie In the world premiere of Brenda A.

Friday, Feb. 2-3. B
is Platonov and Marityn
etrovna in Michael Frayn's

Bird Calls,” opening at 8

p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, at the Bonstelle Theatre. ‘

call the WSU

Theatre box office at 577-2960,

on theso p

day-Saturday.
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T-BONE
STEAK
DINNER
5695

Includes Soup, Cole Slaw and
French Fries, Rolt & Butter

NO CARAY OUT
Explres 1-25-89

GIVE
'BLOOD,
'PLEASE.
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

VALENTINE

.m. to 1:
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Dinner - 8:00p

“ANIGHT OF ROMANCE"'

DINNER DANCE
Saturday, February 11, 1989
00 a.m.
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PUTROMANCE BACK INTO YOUR LIFEl
“BUBBLES for TWO” IN YOUR OWN
IN-ROOM JACUZZ]...

* Wet Bar
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+ In Room Movie Playboy Channel Available
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