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Child support: Can it reduce welfare lcad?

By Tim Richsrd
staff wrlter

Michigan and Oakland County are
doing some of the best work In the
natlon collecting child support. But
;t gmn 't mean they’re dolng a good
o

“The payment of child support lsa
natlonal dlsgrace,” sald Kim Bate-
men, chiel assistant In Oakland's
Frlend of the Court office in Pontiac.

Oakland's good record, he sald,
3imply “glves a perspective on how
bad the rest of the world Is."

MICHIGAN WAS ranked No. 1
among 50 states and four territories

in child support p

in dlvorce and paternity cases for its
ever-Intensifying efforts to make ab-
sent parents pay thelr kids' bills.

Passing out the grades was the

on publle
of the U.S. House Ways and Means
Commlttee, chaired by Rep. Thomas
Downey, D-New York.

“Uader the Canstitution, domestic
relatlons are reserved to the states,”
sald Bateman, a lawyer.

“But we have a program of feders
al laws with incentives to the states
to collect child support payments,”
he sald, polnting to the 1988 Family
Supparl Act and the 1984 Clllld Sup-

years, Oakland was awarded $1.6
mllllun and $1.4 million respectively

— 40 and 35 percent of the state to-
tals to a county with 11 percent of

to
thc Soclal Security Act.

“This {1988 law) is part of the wel-
fare reform act. The fecllng Is that if
you lmprove support programs, you
can reduce welfare.”

SO HOW IS Oakland dolng?

® In state fiscal year 1988, Oak-
tand collected 73 percent of court-
ordercd support in non-welfare cases
~ $52 mitlton out of §79 milllon or-

dertd,

® Oakland collected 45 percent in
cases the family Is on AFDC {(aid to
families with dependent children) —
$4.8 mllllon out of $10.8 mitllon or-

dered,
O the federal bonuses

the It was “a
tribute to the work of our staff,” sald
the court's annual repart.

Circuit court admlnLlu-nwr Judy
Cunningham sald states were rated
by Downey's panel on the bases of
cost effectiveness, reduction of wel-
fare costs and support collections.

Downey called Michigan "vnledlc-
torian of the clasy,” but added, “this
exam was marked on a curve.”

TWQ REASONS Michlgan's pro-
gram Is strong, Bateman sald, are
that it [s expericaced and court-dom-

ted.
“The Friend of the Court bas a 70-

year history in Michigan,” he sald.

In 50,000 divorce paternity and
domestic relations cases a year, the
Qakland Friend Investigates and
makes recommendations to the 14
circuit judges on child custody, visi-
talion and support, The Friend also
enforces court orders on these is-
sues.

The Friend has o staff of 56 — 14
attorneys, onc assigned to each
judge; 14 family counsclors, 14
secretarles, seven accountants and
seven paralegals.

THE 1988 federal law glves courts
legal tools to collect paymeats
across state lines, Cunningham said.
Amung them: mandatory Income

and of a

committce on interstate child sup-
port.

YW have = m ;www‘qlllv-v »
2214 Boteman, * ndinl or ¥
custodial parent wiil mcve arvund.
Soma states looked less kindly on en-
forcement than others.”

‘Where other slates bave passed a
model law called the Uniform Re-
clproca! Enforcement of Support
Act, 2 Michlgan court can send a
wage deductlon order to that state.

‘Oakland officials say thelr (nter-
state unit is the most active in Mich-
igan, serving as 2 model for other
counties. “In 1987, the interstate unit
had contact with 43 other states and
Capadian proviaces,” accordlng to
the court’s anpual report.

The Fricnd also uses an “absent
parent locator system,” in coopera-
tton with the state Department of So-
cial Services and Mlichigan Employ-
ment Securlty Commission, to track
down parents who are in arrears and
gatnfully employed.

IT’S EARLY to judge whether im-

proved child support will

for D Action.

hold down soclal services costs,
wrhich i Mishizan aonewma 33 per.
1o bhudoat,
Hiiciigan was class vuiedic-
torian and got an A from Congress
~ along with Delaware, New Jersey
and North Dakota —~ Downey ob-
served that it doesn't “appear that
we have any potential Rhodes schol-
rs in our midst.

“In the U.S. today, there are near-
1y nlne million mothers with chil-
dren whose fathers do not live with
them,

“Only about two million of these
families recelved thelr full child sup-
port in 1985. Another one millllon
famllies recelved partial ents,
and almost six milllon received
nothlng.”

DOWNEY, OF suburban Long Is-
land, is known as a brash liberal who
was {lrst clected to Con, in the
1974 “Watergate class.,” His voting
record gets high marks from the
American Civil Liberties Union and

Downzy talks wu’,h nn chlld lupv
Fart and famil P
e h-ov(r-
"in the past 15 yeais, We bave
seen an unprecedented wth 1
chlldren IMng with never-marrled
mothers. It is estimated that today
two million such familles exist.

“And lbe problem Is growing.
Each year, about 800,000 children
are born to unmarried mothers. Par-
ternity s established in only about
one-fourth of these cases. These chil-
dren are highly likely to be poor, and
many wIll recelve public assist-
ance.”

Here Is how the panel ranked
other nearby states;
0 B — Iowa, Minneso
~ Wisconsin, lndlnna, Ohio,
Nc‘w York Iltlnois.
® D — Kentucky, Fiorida.

Flat F's were given to Mississippl,
Oklahoma, Texas, the District of
Columbia, West Virginia, New Mexi-
co and Guam.

Troy hosts municipal officials

Troy today is hosting a reglonal
meeting of the

3 p m. at the Mlchigan State Univer-

League, an organization of mnyors,
councilmembers, managers and vil-
lage officials.

Dozens of offlcials from reglon IV,

— covering Oakland, Macomb and’

Genesce counties — wlll converge at
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