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OU: commuter school asks research status

1t shoul be ranked with the Big
research unlversities,

Instead It 15 Jooked at as a cowne
miuter 52k00l, a veglounl university,
and ls shorted on llbrary space and
laboratories.

It has no “blg-time" athletle
teams. But students think their in-
structors are accessible, well pre-
{mred and doing a good Job of teach-

ng:

That's the profile of Oakland
Unlvesity which emerges from its
own self-study for accreditation pur-
poses. Al 32 years of age, OU has 632
faculty and more than 12,000 stu-

dents,
But It sulfers from “a lack of ree-
ognitlon with (its}

Tue North Cealral tiam will uss
Iha ealfostidy ac a bluaprint in darfd-
g whellies OU s necreditad Jor au-
other 10 years and what improves
ments to recommend.

OW's job, dating back to 1986, s
“an emphaats on academlc quallty
concentrating on . . . a broad liberal
cducation {tc) . . . non-ellte students,
and an institutional willingness to
render appropriate scholarly, cultur-
al and publle service,” Appleton
wrote.

‘THE UNIVERSITY shows frustra-
tlon, however, at Its lack of recogni-
tlon as a research Institution.

In value of grants received, QU
stands behind the blg three and

achlevements,” in the words of Shel-
don Appletan, review coardinator.

QU IS DUE for a visit March 13-
15 from the North Central Assocla-
tlon of Colleges and Secondary
Schools. That's when clight consult-
ant-evaluators — presidents, deans
and dcpartment heads from mid-
slzed, middle American universitles
— will be on the Rochester campus
to {lyspeck its operations,

Appleton, of Birmingham, joined
OU's political science department in
1960 and now Is provost of

Tech, but well ahead of
such reglonal universitles as East
crn, Central, Western and Norihern
Michlgan,

But OU doesn’t get the kind of
state appropriations’voted to the re-
scarch schools. “These Umitatlons,
In turm, contrlbute to an erosion of
morale among the faculty and
staff,” Appleton wrote.

Other “concerns” in OU's self
study:
collections and com-
puter support are inadequate.

& Classroom space is short, and

undergraduate studles. He is coordl-
natlog the self-study, whose work Is
being done by 15 major committees
and subcommittees.

Y isn’t up to par
“in a high technology era.”

® Strong and well-publliclzed ef-
foris to attract minoritles ~— facully,
staff and students - haven't

Fessler tapped

own Sen

ate fund

for county race

By Tim Richard
stalf wrlior

Richard D, Fessler dlpped heavily
into his state Senate fund

who spent $238,000 In his bid to suc-
ceed L. Brooks Patterson on the Re-
publican ticket. Thompson spent less
than $42,000 in o:xldlsmnclng the

In the Nov. 8

to pay for his bid for
Oakland County prosecutor last Aug.
2.

Fessler, in the middle of his see-
ond four-year Senatc term, spent a
bit mare than $42,000 in secking the
prosecutor nomlination. He was
elected to the Scnate in 1986 to a
term that ends in 1980,

His Fessler for Prosecutor Com-
mittee received more than $26,000
— or 63 percent of the total — from
his Cltizens for Fessler Committee
in Lansing.

Fessler, R-Union Lake, ran last in
a four-way contest for the Republi-
can nomination.

WINNER WAS Dick Thompson,

D.
clectlon. He was sworn in Jan. 1.

Fessler, a last-mlnute entry in the
primary, was a surprise candldate
and raised few big contributions in
his bid for prosecutor. Most came
{rom fricnds, Lanstng contacts and
leglslative colleagues,

Some prominent Democrats
kicked in $50 aplece —~ former
House Speaker Gary Owen and Rep.
Curtis Hertel, chalr of the House
Transportation Committee, with
whom Fessler worked on public
transpuiiation and road tax Litle
Robert Naftaly, former state budget
director, was listed as glving $100.

reached thalr goala.

STUDENTS SEEM io ke
place, the study group found.

Some 24 percent of undergradu-
ates agreed with the statement that
“most professors are well prepared
for the classes they teach.” OU grad-
uate students gave faculty even
higher marks.

More than 80 percent of under-
graduates and 87 percent of gradu-
ates were “very sollsfled” or “satls-
fied” with teaching and less than 4
percent “dlssatisfled,” a better
showlng than In most comparable in-
stitutlons.

The OU student is likely to be a
*“flrst generatlon n college” person.
Forty percent of undergraduates
transferred from other schools, usu-
ally communlty colleges. .

“About a fourth are 25 or old-
crand over 40 percent work more
than 20 hours a weck,” Appleton re-
parted. The result: no major sports,
fraternity or sorority activities.

Student advising was scen as a
soft spot, but Appleton noted “a con-
slderable Improvement” {from 1978-

7.

A STRONG spot, the sclf-study
showed, Is faculty and student public
service. .

OU plays a Elroug role in

'8

the

fife, doing consulling for auto com-
panies and offerlng short courses on
how to do business and China. And it
has been a catalyst in the develop-
ment of the Oakland Technology
Park, a natlenally known high tech-
nology development.

Nature group
meets tonight

The Nature Conservancy, a state
environmental protectlon group, wiit
hold a general Informatlonal meet-
ing at 7:30 tonlght at Cranbrook In-
stitute of Sclence, Bloomfleld Hills,
1t Is free and open to the publle.

TNC's 28-minute documentary
{llm, “The Garden of Eden,” will be
shown. TNC state director Tom
Woiwode will show slides of TNC na-
ture preserves,

‘TNC has purchased, for $147,500,
about 130 acres west of Elizabeth
Lake in Waterford Townshlp wilh
one of the last old-growth oak forests
in southeastern Michigan, rescuing it
from potential residential develop-
ment.

GET OUT OF THE DARK.
e Corsurmer -

Comunet Inlormation Center
Dapt. 12, Pyeblo, Coloroda 4100
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“Tt's time ybur‘ kitchen

Penville Cabinets

starts cooking.”
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Oakland University facuity attract more exter- institul
nal grant tunde per facully member than most ern

Another bright spot, they found,
was OU’s advancement of culture
through the Meadow Brook Festival,
Theatre and Art Gallery and Mead-
ow Brook Hall - “among the pre-
mier cultural attractions in the
state.”

Students sponsar blood drives, vol-
unteer in nursing bomes and youth

tions. This data
1

was collected by West-
b

facilitles, and assist the poor and
clderly with tax returns,

FACULTY publish — not in great
quantities, but “the percentage of
Oakland faculty members publishlng
In each category Is nearly as high as
that of rescarch lnstitutlon faculty
members.”

ly and p y OU.

The self-study team found:

® 90 pereent have published arti-
cles.

® Hall have published books.

® More than three-fourths have
published within the past two years.

Many faculty serve on governing
and editorial boards of scholarly
groups, Appleton wrote.
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SUPER SPECIAL

PVY400 vHS Camcorder with
High-Speed Shutter and CCD Image Sensors .

SUPER SPECIAL

ONLY *977%

includes $100 value
Free Carry Case

Features high spead shuttor (1/500). 7 lux low light sensitivity, 6:1
power zoom with macro,
recording, VHS index, address search systems, infrared auto
tocus, full automatic white balance, fade control, stand-by mode,
instant playback and power off eject. Only 5 Ibs. without battery
and Includes AC adaptor and shoulder strap and battery pact.
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SAVE 33% ON THIS SOLID CHERRY BEDROOM SET

st Stewit-Grlok

DURING OUR STORE
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WSEETERRY SAVE 33% "
s 159900

IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
Now you ean enjoy the beauty and the warmth of solid cherry bedroom furniture at an extraordinary
savings. This beautiful Jamestown Sterlin, % DASKIY
- out, with no vencers of plastics. Even the deawers have solid sides and handfinished interiors.

The group features an elegant four poster bed, spacious chesz-on-chest, triple dresser, and beveled,
pediment mirror. The matching night stand is pticed separately at $219. The four piece group is specially
priced at $1399, but huery, quantities are limited and the sale ends Ssturday, March 4.

- Similar solid oak group also on’sale at *1599%

- Stewit (rloie

of Bloomfield Hills
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