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Put-downs don’t
improve anyone

“‘ HEN teachers are willing
J to become students,
- they often find their

T students beesme thelr
teachers.

But teachlng s more than Impart-
Ing new knowledge; it also Is about
reminding another of truths forgot-
ten.

One of my former students re-
minded me of this, when he stopped
In over the holldays to bring me up
to date on his life.

Bill was talking about a difflcult
person he had encountered and won-
dered what I thought about the way
he had handled the challenge. With-
out realizing it, he told me that he
had done just finc.

THE CLUE was In his statement
that when he hears someone putting
down another person or group of
persons, a warning bell goes off in
his head.

He told me that thls causes him to
take the rest of what Is said with a
graln of salt.

His words of wisdom from a stu-
dent who will probably be teaching
the rest of his Ilfe took me back to a
funcral some 15 years ago. I had the
honor of glving the culogy for 2 man
who had been my pastor when I was
first ordained.

As I stood in front of bls coffin, [
found myself saying that I had never
heard hlm put down anallicr human
belng. 1t wan ene of these things we
hear ourselves saylng as il the words
were coming from another.

1 remember thinking that I would
ke to emulate that. Could anyone
say that of me some day? Perhaps
that explains the touch of envy I de-
tected in mysell as [ heard this de-
seription from my own mouth of a
pastor and frlend who had gone to
meet the onc who never sald any-
thing negative about him,

IT DOES MAKE me wonder: What
do we galn from putting down people
or groups about whom we usually do
not know much?

Not too many people, and hardly
any groups, have improved over the
years as a result of put-downs.

Whether the object is a race, a re-
ligion or the guy next door, put-
downs are far more often a clue to
the Ignorance of the speaker than
they are a help to the audicnce.

ONE SAD sad thing about the pro-
cess s that the speakers often are
overly lmpressed with the Impor-
tance of their pronouncements.
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Rev. Robert
Schaden

have just made a contribution to the
knowledge of those withln range of
thair wisdom.

1t le Amazing how soma of us senk
our sense of sell-lmportance. But be-
yond the amazement is the sadness
at our handicapped status.

Bill's comment docs give me
pause to reflect. He makes me want
to work a little harder at making
sure that I do not ring those warning
bells he mentioned.

The Rev. Robert Schaden is
with Newman House at School-
craftt Community College in
Livonia.

Volunteers
are needed

Some 75 to 100 volunteers are
belng sought by Oakland Family Ser-
vices to help families with neglected
children.

Volunteers wlll be trained and su-
pervised as they develop onc-to-one
relationships with a parent. Goals
are support, education and rele mod-
cling for parents in the program, ac-
cording to Nancy MeHugh, volunteer

‘The more they hear themselves
repeat thelr pi th

e
more they are convinced that they
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February 2 -February 12
AMixed Media - Juried Show
By Member Arfists
Creative Councll

Artists Wil Be In Attendance

SOMERSET MALL

W, Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Sunday 12-5  Monday-Thursday-Friday 10-9
Other D
*Saks Fifth Avenue Open Mon.-Frl. 10-9
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at Oakland Family Ser-
vices, She can be reached at 858-
7766 in Pontine.

LTHOUGH winter Is only
A slightly more than half
over, we already faes slgne

of spring.

Clothing stores are selling bathing
suits and summer shirts. And seed
catalogs have been sent, so that
ple can begin plannlng their favorite
outdoor summer activily.

To many, the arrival of thelr new
sced catalog brings back memorles
of last summer's vegetable garden
and prize-winning flower beds. Some
peaple choose flowers that comple-
ment thelr homes. Others plan to
have flowers that wilt bloom all
summer, while some just have their
favorite flowers.
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WHILE YOU are deciding what to
plant this year, let me suggest an in-
leresting and beautllying theme or

an.

How about a butterfly garden.

As long as you are going to plant
beautifu) flowers and vegetables,
why not provide the kinds of plants
that witl also attract moving color to
your yard?

Butterflles and caterplliats have
striking colors and patterns that can
enhance your gardening fun, just like
a blrd {eeding station. The move-
ment, colars and the discovery of
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Attract butterﬂies to your
garden this summer

tra so that the butterflles can fecd,
too?

PAINTED LADY caterplilars feed
on members of the dalsy family

new specles in your yard provide a
new dimension to your gardenlng.

THE FIRST step s o determine
what species of butterflles are found
In southeastern Michlgan,

Some species you can attract are
tiger swallowtails, red-spotted pur-
ples, monarchs, viceroys, palnted la-
dies, spicebush swallowtalls, and
black swallowtalls. A carcful look at
a fleld gulde will reveal even more.

Once you have determined what
specles frequent the area, you must
glve them what they lIlke to cat.
Keep in mind that the caterpillars
and adulis cat different foods. Bath
life cycle stages are flexible in thelr
catlng habits, but the caterplllar
stage tends to be more speclfle,

Black swallowtalls prefer catlng
plants of the carrot famlly. Many
gardeners plant parsley for their
own use, but why not plant some ¢x-

\  pear],
cverlasting or burdock would be eat-
en by the caterpillars. Sweet Wil
Jiam, zinola and dahlias would serve
as nectar sources for the adults,

In addltion te food, water is an im-
portant resource. Standing water Is
not necessary, Shallow depressions
that provide molst sofl are all they
requlre.

Sheltering your garden {rom
strong winds will help butterflles
flylng to your yard. Growing bushes
or trees that also serve as food for
the caterpillars can serve a dual pur-

pose.

A couple of books on the market
outline in more detall some of the
favored food and ncctar plants for
varlous species of butterflies,
Mathew Tekulsky's “The Butterfly
Garden” is a good one.

The writer is staff naturalist at
Independence Oaks County Park.
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In fact, you can win $500, $1000 or $3500 worth of
heautiful Drexel Heritage furniture during our spectacular
Grand Re-Opening party! Because we'll be celebrating a total
remodeling of Gorman’s Troy—with over 100 room settings
completely updated, from wall coverings and draperies to
floor coverings and furniture. %% All you do is fill out the
entry form, and at 5 p.m. Sunday, we'll draw the winners,
FoY 1t will be the grand finale for one of the most exciting

Gorman's events ever.

¥ Saks Fifth Avenue models show-

ing spring's hottest fashions. ..home furnishings and

design predictions by Linda

Editor of M

llome Magazine, ,. plus fortune-telling by Morgana,
A numerologist, palm
and rune stones readers, and a handwriting
analyst will be there. &£ Diana, hostess of
TV's “‘Shores of Your Mind"” will be our
special guest. (Readings are first come, first
served...so put your name on our list by calling
649-2070.) odb Music, sweets and refresh-
ments. e It's all to introduce you to the most
exciting display of Drexel and Heritage furniture ever
assembled by Gorman's. €4 Plan to be with us when

the tarot card reader.

“the future is revealed—you might see yourself going home
with one of our frec samples! Sunday, February 5
Jrom 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

GORIMAIS
TROY

W. Big Beaver at Crooks « Phone: 649-2070

Trizes will be swarded by it certificate, No purchase ficcessary, and you need ot be present to win. Complete detalls wvaitable 1t store. © 1989 Gorman's
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