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Sensitivity keynotes ‘Fifth of July’

Performances of the Oakland
University Center for the Arts
production of “Fifth of July” con-
tinue through Sunday on the Oak-

tand University campus in Ro-
chester Hills, For ticket informa-
tion, call the box office at I70-
3013.

Lanford Wilson's moving drama,
“Fifth of July,” mixes outrageous
bumer with the deepest of 1lfe’s iro-
nies. More than the sum of its eight
“certiflable” characters, the play is
a masterpicee of plot and metaphor
- ous, racy, absurd and pas-
sionately buman.

Although the pace lags at
moments n the Oakland Universily
Center for the Arts productlon, dl-
rector Blair Vaughn Anderson
records with sensitivity how after-
shocks of the tumultuous '80s contin-
ue to shake up the Uves of the eight
people who congregate at Ken Tal-
Iey'a farm in Missourl,

Ken Is a Victnam vet who loat both
1egs In the war, He llves with his dot-
ty Aunt Sally and his homosexual
lover, Jed the horticulturist. Ken's
sisfer, June, a dlsgruntled former

Cathle
Breldenbach

SDS actlyist, and her illegltimate 14-
year-old daughter, Shirley, are visit-
ing when old college pals, John and
Gwen, come for the Fourth of July
weekend.

Former flower children protes-
tors, John and Gwen have turned to
copper capitallsm and Nashville mu-
slc moklng. Wes, a spaced-out gul-
tarist from Gwen's band, tralls along
In thelr wake and joins the gumcting
of family and old friends. “Pea
may have becn thelr cry in the '60;,
but 15 years later it cludes these un-
likely characters.

JOE BAILEY plays Ken as an
carnest {ellow, perhaps too carnest
to hone the barbed edge of irony that
should sharpen his lines and propel
the pace of dlalogue, Amy Kildow as

his sister, June, keeps the same ex-
pression of barely repressed ire
throughout the play, and fre without
consclousness of its irony dulls the
wit in Wilson's lines.

Thankfully, when the pace beglns
to lag in the Oakland Unlversity pro-
ductlon, Kathy Spry as Gwen and
Lisa Jesswein as Aunt Sally flre It up
again with their delightful
characterizations,

As the expanslve, filthy mouthed
Gwen, Spry comes on llke firecrack-
ers on the Fourth to spark every
scene she plays.

Whether led up In sllver and
red to go to a “funeral,” wrapped na-
ked In a sheet or decked out as a
country singer in boots and petti-
coats, Gwen's costumes help her
steal scenes, Costume deslgner Su-
san Barreit expertly dresses all the
characters In clothes that fllumlnate
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/Q.l Limousine Service

*4 Hours *99

Farma] Limousine

*5 Hours *149
Stretch Limousine
with complimeniecy Champagne

lﬁw Superstretch
Seats 8-10
859 per hour
3 hour minimum
272-1900
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
i the New
Tivoli Restaurant

MEETING/BANQUET SPACE AVAILABLE

ATTENTION
SENIORS
(85 & Up)

20% OFF DINNER
at the all new

Tivoli Restaurant

5 p.m.-6:30 p.m,

Sunday thru Thursday

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
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, but Gwen is her show-
plece.

Even Jessweln's abvious wig that
looka like a cap of gray {ringe can't
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dall the brilllance of her portrayal of
Aunt Sally, the brightest star In a
constellation of funny characters.
Sally totes her dend husband's
ashes around in a heart-shaped can-
dy box and on hot days sticks him In
the refrigerator as a resplte frem
the heat. Then the dotty old lady for-
gets where she put her dear departed
hubby,
Jessweln plays Sally with an uner-
ring sense of comic timing and with
a Southern accent and wonderful
twangy volce that could win a hog-
cnlllngcontu:.

RICH CARVER as Wes, the dnlg-
gie guitarlst, masters the art of syn-
copated talking. He's always holf a
beat behind quicker wits as his braln,
plckled In marljuana, struggles to
comprehend. His delayed timing
magnlfles the humor in his lines.
Tracy Wade, as 14-year-old Shirley,
Nick Bean as John and Jerry
Rathgeb as Jed round out the able
cast.

The play’s long Broadway run at-
tests to Wilson's genlus at melding
outrageous absurdity to deep mean-
ing, and the Onkland Univeraily pro-
duction strikes a fine balance be-
tween hilarlty and seriousness.

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield teaches college writ-
ing classes and works as a free-
tance writer.

1/2 Pound Burgers...
and the #1 rated

Pizza in town

PLAN YOUR PARTY
WITH US

Packages available
for any size party

Call ahead and
we'll have it ready!
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" In Windsor, The Place . -
TQ ‘Get Great Seafood

Is Boston. :

Our Fresh Seafood is Flown in Dally

Speciallzing in Imported Wines
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Plaza Suite

David Butler and Lisa Bernhardt appear in a scene from
fhe St. Dusnfan’s Guild of Cranbrook production of Neil
Simon's “Plaza Sulte.” The comedy wiil be presented at 8
p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, Feb. 10-11, 17-18 and 24-25, at the
ptayhouse in Bloomiield Hille. Tickets are $7; $6 for stu-
dents, For more informatlon, call 844-0527.
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RAMADA HOTEL
SOUTHFIELD

- (313 355-2929

28225 TELEGRAI’H RD.

“February 1989 is the Month for Lovers”
at the Ramada Hotel Southfield
Every Friday and Saturday for
you 8¢¥

$89
« A Room

o Surf & Turf for Two
+ Bottle of Champagne
+ Entertainment i the Quest
« Midnight Swim & Sauna
,» Continental Breakfast in Bed,

(YA
For Reservations Call:

355 2929
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DOWNTOWN TONY BROWN

Also appearing
HANK MacCALLY & TIMLILLY
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FRI., FEB, 3rd
& SAT., FEB. 4th
SHOWTIMES
8:30 & 10:45
$2.00 OFF

OVER

FRI, ONLY + WITH THIS AD.

541 E. Larned

(18lk. N. ol Ren Cen}

961-2581
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633
844-1031

Adams unurr
8. Adam!

marhuﬂ PASTRY v SHOPS.

will be featuring

“PACZKI”

{POON-shkee)

February 1 - February 7

flest Aapile Bloemficld Plaza
160 Wost Maple Telegraph at Maplo
844-1016 628-4203

Observe Shrove Tuesdayl (Paczki Day) FEBRUARY 7th




