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Enthusiastic
audiences
greet DSO

Editor's note: This is the first of three articies on the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra's European tour written by Ervin Monroe, principal
flutist with the orchestra. He is also consulting editor for The Fiute
Quarterly, president of Flutes International Inc. and is affiliated with

Wayne and Ookland universsities.

By Ervin Monros
spocia! writer

HE EXCITEMENT sur-

roundlng the European

Tour had been building for

months. Yet most of the

Detrolt Symphony Orchestra mem-

bers such as myself had been so busy

making final preparations for the

journey that the day of departurc
seemed suddenly upon us.

My wlfe, Susan, and I arrived with
several other orchestra members at
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, and checked
1n for the 2:40 p.m. departure flight.

_ The altendant directed us upstairs
for “coffec and cookics.” To our

~ surprise, what awalted was far more
a send-off party attended by board
members, symphony friends, a band
and all the party trimmings possible.

Mingling and chatting with the

-musiclans were Steve Miller, vice
president of flnance for Chrysler
Motors and chairman of the DSO
board, and hls wife, Maggie. In a
time set aside for speech makling, he,
the symphony maestre, and a repre-
sentatlve of the Michlgan Arts Coun-
.cil all wished the orchestra well.

- By the time we arrlved at New
-York's Kennedy Airport, where we
were to make a connecting flight to
Zurlch, Switzerland, the orchestra
had already had a busy day — yet
“there was a four-hour layover and
still seven hours ta flylng lime to go.

1 REALIZE our publlc often thinks
that orchestra tours are pleasant va-
cations, and Indeed many aspeets
are pleasurable, but tours are also
strepuous, hard work. When the or-
chestra exited the plane In Zurich,
there were many tired, sleepy peo-
ple, It was 9:30 a.m. Sanday In Swlit-
zerland but the middle of the night in
Detroit.

I chatted with Wes Jacobs of Troy,
our tublst, who was beaming with
energy. “I read my jetlag book and
stuck with the rules,” he exclaimed,
“T watched my dlet and slept on the
plane. I'll adjust to the new time just
flne.”

Later 12 of us had lunch. (It was

+ already too late for breakfast at one
“of the few restaurants open on Sun-
.day.) Toward the end of the meal the
conversation began to drag. Jetlag
was taklng its toll, Some were hyp-
notically gazing at their food and [

;cought Wes staring inte empty
3pace, Eventually he too admitted to
being a bt disorlented. Susan and [
returned to the hotel for a nap.

On such tours the first day at des-
- tinatlon is nearly always Irce so ev-
eryone can rest and adjust to the
new time zone, This time is tradi-
IUonally spent relaxing and soclaliz-

ll is surprising how many mus!-
‘clans have friends and acqualn-
“tances in many of the cities. Violln-

+ ists Bruce and Linda Smjth of Farm-
“~Jnglon"Hills, met a [ritnd who had
driven to Zurich {rom Strasbourg,
France, 2% hours away, just to visit
and entertain them.

GETTING AROUND can be diffi-
cult. Fortunately there are always
members of the orchestra who have
a solution. Sam and Peggy Tundo of
Troy, percussionist and vlolinist,
quickly discovered the most efflcient
and practical way to get to the cen-
ter of the clty — clectrle street car.
These are more modern and practi-
cal than Detrolt's trolley and defi-
nitely go further. Even the city buses
run by clectricity, which s readily
affordable In this country with its
mountalns, lakes, and streams.

That evening, several of the or-
chestra members (ried to find a
place to watch the Super Bowl game.
After much inquiry, even a special
trip to the Airport Lounge by hornist
Bryan Kennedy of Bloomficld Hllls,
It became evident that the football

-fans in the orchestra weren't going
.toseethe

‘The hotel mlnnler assured u,

- however, we wouldn't be dkappolm-

“ed, “T will be able to tell you the ex- ¥

.act score tomorrow morning.”
‘The musiclans stared at him In si-
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Ing in Zurich's Tonhalle on Menday,
but Susan and I were diverted by a
phone ecall from our good friend
Jeanne Galway, wife of the famous
Irish flutist James Galway.

THEIR HOME (= In Lucerne, 50
minutes by traln from Zurich. She in-
sisted we visit, even though Jimmy
is away in Sweden, "“I'N drive you
back In time for the afternoon re-
hearsal,” she sald. “If you don't
come I'll be very upset.”

Makilng the (raln connection
wasn't easy. Fortunately 1 have
some facllity in German, so Susan
and I managed to get to the statlon
and purchase tickets at the automat-
ic machine.

As we raced taward the trains, I
reallzed we didn't know our track
number. We overtook a well-dressed
gentleman te whom I blurted our
plight In German.

“Sorry,” he sald, “I speak onty
French and English.”

“Shade,” I replicd, which means
“too bad" in German and turned
away.

Susan looked at me bewildered,
“Dldn’t he say he spoke English?"

“So he did." I sald and ran back
for directions.

We had a wonderful day In Lu-
cerne., The drive back with Jeanne
was truly excltng, although I'm not
sure it was good for my heart. “You
never have to worry when passing
wlith 2 12-eylinder Jaguar,” she satd.

THE ACCOUSTICAL

By M.8, Dillon
staff writer
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A MODERN DAY

ICHAELANGELO kil

Exhiblt-goers will delight In
tal-

at

5:30 p.m. was short but interesting.
The hall was very small and the
woodwork resonated with each loud
chord. Its appearance was every blt
as charming as I rememberd from
the 1979 Tour with Antal Dorati. The
orchestra sounded ready for the eve-
ning concert.

There .were a number of local
General Motors people at this re-
hearsal. General Motors, sponsor of
the tour, hosted a reception honorlng
the orchestra between the rchearsal
and the concert.

Jack Harned of Bloomficld Hills,
public relatlons representative for
GM who is handling our tour, was
busy directing the news medla and
vldeo peaple throughout the hall.

From a muslelan's standpoint, the
openlng night was ideal. It felt like
everyone was “on.” The hall vibrat-
cd, the Instruments sang and the au-
dience responded. Four encores later
it was all over and we were packing
for Lausanne.

Felix Resnick of Huntlngton
Woods, violinist with the orchestra
and conductor of the Blrmingham-
Bloom{ield Symphony, invited all his
frlends to the Oliver Twlst, a pub in
town managed by an Irishman
whose sister sings in Felix's son's
band in Texas. Small world, ch?

Later that night in the lounge of-
the hotel, Deborah Borda, executive
director of the Detrolt Symphony,
dropped by to give words of pralse
and cncouragement to members of
the orchestra,

DAY 4, Tuesday, luggage had to be
ready for 8 a.m. Train left at 16:20
a.um. for Lausannc, Our destinatlon
was stlil Switzerland, but the lan-
guage is now French, and the archi-
tecture looked decidedly different
than that In Zurlch,

‘The hotel was beautiful. France
was just across the lake and if you
read the signs you would have
thought you were there. The people
were very friendly but the hall
wasn't,

Thealre de Beaulieu is part of a
huge building and doesn't offer the

isual or accoustical charm of the
Zurich Tonhalle, The sound is remin-
lclent of Ford Auditerium and the
ed hard to overcome

lence. Our watch a

. llve foolball game was obviousiy not
© translatable,

We were all set for our tour open-

work
dead lpou on the stage. The crowd
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MERICAN art lovers are In
for a European treat at
Madonna Cellege, .

An art exhibit show-
casing the work of Pollsh master
Stefan Derbich opens Sunday, in
the school’s Library Building at
Schooleraft and Levan, Livonla,

Derbich, 80, Is a modern-day
Michelangelo, More than 50 Pol-
Ish cathedrals are adorned with
murals, altars, stalned
larger-than-life-size” mosaics,
gold leaf, palntings — even chan-
dellers and furniture — Derblch
was commissloned to design,

Derblch stood on scatfoldlng up
to seven stories high to complete
portions of the work.

Derbich's
ents. The one-man show runs
through Feb. 28. Hours arc  a.m.
to 9 p.m. weekdays, and 2-4 p.m.
Sundays.

THE MASTER IS equally at
home with portraits, landscapes
and abstract palnting, old werld
and contemporary art. He's even
deslgned restaurant interiors and
restored the town hall in his
hometown of Poznar, Poland.

Derbich moved with his wife,
Emilia, to Farmington in 1988,

‘‘You think of something, and
he's done it," sald his davghter
Emilla Palmer of Farmington
Hills, who with Madonna’s Slster
Angeline s coordinating the ex-
position.

Detall of a stained-glass window aketch

by Derbich.

" Derbleh's status in the Interna-
tlonal art community has been
evident at internatlonal falrs,
where his work has been dis-
played alongside that of the
world's top artists, His work has
been dlsplayed in one-man shows
In citices throughout Poland, at the
Galeria at St. Mary's College in
Orchard Lake and at the Helen
DcRoy Art Exhlblt in Farmington

Hills,

Derbich has been awarded
scholarghips from the Ministry of
Art and Culture in Warsaw, and
from the cities of Ostrow and
Poznan,

He studied art at the Academy
of Art In Poznan 1925-1931, Der-
bich also studled um:;r Pm!mar

Derblch was born In Beelin in
1908 during the partitton of Po-
land. From 1940 to 1845 durlng
the German occupation of Po-
land, the artist was imprisoned In
a work camp and forced to work
for the armament-industry,

“THE GERMANS WANTED
me to paint Hitler during the war,
I told them I couldn't palnt peo-
ple,” said Derblch.

Poland's tragic history is re-
flected In the artist's abstract
work. Qutstretched hands and ex-
pression-filled faces recur as
themes in the colorful palntings.

“These visions in contact with
the cold, nggressive hopeleasness
of unstable human exlstence

of Flne Arts in Warsaw,
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A Tremor-ous evént

Normally the Festival of Trees occurs amid hollday trappings
tting In Detroil's Cobo Center. But there's a
new wrinkle In the annual benefit to raise money for Children’s
rtment. A kind of branching out, 'so t6
the December event fell short of Its
financial goal. It all happens Monday at & upoclll Festlval of
Trees fashion and hair show being p y b

Livonia in cooperation with Charisma halr ealon in the atea’s

In a gala wintry

Hospltal's research d
speak — needed w
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trendiest spot, Tremors, at the corner of 8ix Mile and 1-275,
Livonla. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. with an hora d’osuvres butfst
followed by a preview of spring fashions and hair designs.
Donatlon is $40. The evant's coordinator is Belty Jaan Awrey

(right} shown be

hecking out a three-plece fashion bolero

[nckcl and pants ensemble that will ba shown, At the lolt Is

s of

public.

.lohn Purkiss, The benefit is open to the




