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Fnrmlnglnn Hille parks and recre-
oo 10a8is would ine (v

atien

canloloncis

S paik ou Lae cily's west side, a
mlturﬂl arts facllity and addittonal
acuvlly space for the communlty’s

cld
"We th nk it's time the city councll
and

Parks unveils

nlty: youth sports groups, cultural
arts groups and the elderly.

“We think the evidence s plain
these three groups have unlque
needs,” Fitzgeraid continoed.

A park on the west slde of the clty
was among the prlorlty suggestions
prescnted to the city councll recent-
ly. Commlssioner Jerry Ellis sald a

come to
grips with the quallty of life," sald
Deanls Fitzgerald, parks and recre-
atlon commission chalrman,

In their attempts to deflne what
quality of life is all about In Farm-
Ington Hllts, the commission focused
on three mafor facets of the commu-

t-slde park Is needed for the fast-
zsl-gruwlng arca of the city to pro-
vide four bascball ficlds, two soccer
flelds, restrooms and concession
stands.

ELLIS SAID more balk flelds are
needed for the south end of the city.

C’ville schools

he said recreatlanal fields are need-
ed at Heritage Park on Farmington
Road, between 10 and 11 Mile.
Sports bufls alse would like 1o sea
nlay flelds near the Rond offlep
hutlding on 13 Mlle repaired as well
as more flelds added at exlsting
parks.
“The gencral consensus is that the
city is on the right track,” EHis said.
But the largest concern is youth's
accessibllity to the clty’s parks. “We
believe you need sidewalks and blke
paths through this communlty,” Eilis

A cultural arts center 13 also a pri-

ority suggestion from parks and rec-
reatlon cemmissloners who have

seek

tax increase April 24

: *By Kevin Brown
- »8taff writer

. Voters In the Clarenceville School
;District will be asked April 24 to ap-
-prove a 3.5-mill tax increase, to help
free the district from its flnancial
:doldrums,

The millage inerease vote — the
flrst in eight years sought by schoot
‘officials for general operatlons —
was scheduled by the Board of Edu-
.catlon at its Thursday meeting.

ONE THING the millage Increase
.would allow is reductlon of class size
-for kindergarten through third-grade
students in the district which lo-
“cludes Livonla, Farmington Hills,
and Redford.
“It's important to cstablish a solid
foundation for children,” sald Super-
intendent Michael Shibler, adding
smaller classes mean “teachers have
more opportunitles and more time to
spend individually with students.”
Shibler sald the district is able to
“scek an Inercase due to Redford vot-
ers' approval last August of a ballot”
issue changlng the governmental
“-status to a charter township.

The superintendent sald money
ralsed thraugh a millage Increase —
and money retained through approv-
al of an anticlpated request for a
Headtee rollback overrlde — would:

® Head off cuts In K-12 instruc-
tion and extracurrieular activitles.

® Glve salary increases to em-
ployees whose wages have been fro-
zen since they received a 6 percent
pay increase in the 1987-88 school
year.

® Lower class size in grades K-3
from about 31 to 26 students per
teacher.

® Incrcase the medla speclalist
position by 1.4 to allow for a full-
tlme itbrarfan [n each elementa
and at Clarenceville Middle Schooi.
This would also boost teaching of
computer skills at both Jevels.

® Help the district pay an antlel-
pated $254,000 increase In costs due
to [ncreases in health insurance
premlums, data processing costs and
more.

SHIBLER PRESENTED to board
members several reasons for a mil-
lage Increase,

“For the past two years, the

Clarencevllle School District has
received approximately 3 percent
new monles cack year, while opera-
ting costs have Increascd over § per-
cent each year.”

Further, school officlals anticipate
state ald — Important to a compara-

i) ri; r district like
t(.‘lar{nc%viiw 4 m rise only 1 or 2
percent next year; again, at a
smaller rate than the Inflation rate.

“Last summer, the Board of Edu-
catlon anticlpated that the 1988-89
school ald formula would be inade-
quate and took action to reduce op-
craling expenses by $400,000,"
Shilbler sald.

If voters nppmvc the measure, the
total general operating mlllagu to
fund scheols would rlse 10 41.4 wiily,

Should voters approve the [n-
erease, the owner of 2 house valued
at $60,000 would pay an extra $8.75
per month or $105 more per year.
The owner of a $70,000 house would
pay an extra $10 per month, or $122
per year,

Cost is an additional $11.67 per
month or $140 per year for the
owner of an $80,000 home, according
1o caleulations by school officials.
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been listening to concerns from
many cultural arts groups, such as
the Farmington Artists Club, Farm-
Ington Musicale amt Fermington
f‘nmmunlly Band. The groug
faced wlth a lack of adequate luclll-
tles for storage, meetings, displays,
performances and workshaps.

"There iIs a strong feellng among
these groups for the need for a cul-
tural arts center,” commissioner
Barbara McCann sald. “Most of
these groups outgrew the community
center several years ago.”

At least 600 people are involved In
the cultural arts groups In the com-
munity. If more room was avallable,

Admis

even more midenu would particl-
pate, McCann sald.

“What are you looking for? A
brilding s Whnt sive ctty menager
Wil Cuulick usheod.

MeCANN SAID the slze of a facili-
ty has not yet been determined but
there's little uncertalnty that some
type of facllity is necessary. “Flrst
we have to have land, Then a faclllty
on the Jand,” McCann sald.

Fltzgerald added that the commu-
nlty's largest growling population —
the elderly — also are In need of a
facllity. “You can't have a quallty of
life issue that focuses on one need.
We need to create a vehlcle to take
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of all needs. We would like to pro-
vide the vehlele for that response,”
he added.

How to pay for nceded facilitics,
however, Is an accompanying lssue
that parks and recreation commis-
sloners also are consldering. “Yes,
we're galng to nced some taxpayers'
dollars to make thls happen,”
Fitzgerald sald,

Mayor Terry Sever said he be-
lieves that any renewal of the five-
year, 0.5-mi)l parks and recreation
levy approved in 1986 should be “for
communltywide nceds, not just
parks."
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