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High school dreams come true for

By Larry O'Connor
statf writor

Scannlng the radlo dial midday
the DJ's voice picrces the ear.

“Here's Erica Smith, who definlte-
ly has a hlt on her hands with ‘Temp-
tation Eyes,’ " says the man on the
radjo.

False promises made in the glare
of the afternoon sun? Hardly,

Erica Smith's stock is rising faster
than mercury on the tlp of a baillng
tea kettle. She has done the unheard
of, what is thought to be the unat-
talnable.

Smith, 19, has made it on Top 40
radio, cracked it Jike the short-order
cook who speciallzes in maklng
omelets. She's in the Top 20 at
WHYT-FM and her rendition of the
Grass Roots® hit has been the No. 1
requested song at WCZY-FM.

And get this, she's from Detroit,

“When I heard it, I looked at the
radio,” sald Smith, sltting in the con-
trol room of Scller Studlo in Sterling
Helghts where “Temptation Eyes"
was recorded. “It was great. Actual-
ly, 1 was driving down 1-94 on my
way here, I was looking Into every-
one else’s car thinking, ‘Are they lis-
lening to §t2""

They are. More than that, appar-
ently, so are major record labels,
Gary Spaniola, who produced the
maxl-single, sald he expects Smith to
sign a deal “hopefully In the next
two to three weeks.”

THINGS COULDN'T be better, if
Smith mapped out the whole scenar-
io out herself, Actually, she did.

As a high school student in West
Virglnia, Smith kept a daily journal.
In it, she would plot how she would
return to Detroit and launch her own
solo singing career,

Smith followed through on her
written word. When she graduated
from high schoo), she coaxed her
stepfather to drive her to her birth.
place of Detrul( Then she started on
her ques

Smiu: cvcntunlly hooked up last
year with Gary Spaniola, a well-
known name In Detroit music elr-
¢les, and (hings just took off. So fast,
In fact, It even makes her 19-year-
old head spin.

“It's not as planned as I had
thought,” she said. “It’s a lot differ-
ent”

Samehow, Smith eppears to be a
person who can handle it. At times,
she appears awe-struck by her sud-
den notoriety.

But listening to her three-song sin-
gle finds a maturc woman whose
powerful volce can crystallize the
words she slngs.

Spaniola has worked with a slew
of Detroit artists. Some of note in-
clude Ready for the World, Toby
Redd and Rhythm Corps.

He thinks she's for real.

“HER VOICE has feeling,” sald

Spanlota, who performed with the
popular Detroit rock oulfit Bitter
Sweet Alley. “There's a lot of peaple
who can sing well, but it means noth-

The collaboration between Smith
and Spanlola ts a productive one, not
to mention a creative one.

They co-write each song. She
brings in the lyrics and the melody

REVIEWS

Making it

Erica Smith, 19, has made [t on Top 40 radlo.

She's in the Top 20 at WHYT-FM and her rendl-  FM,
tion of the Grass Roots' hit, “Temptation Eyes"”

while he supplies the structure. Al-
ready, they have 13 to 14 tunes ready
for an album.

If It weren't for Spaniola, Smith
would have sought success clse-
where. She performed in a Top 40
band that performed on the hotel-
motel clrenit.

“It was lonely,” she said, “At first
It was fun and excitlng, but that
wore off very quickly. You're singing
someone ¢lse's songs. You're not ex-
pressing yoursell. You're just there."

Llke many frustrated artlsts in the
area, Smith was planning a move to

New York. Then Smith read an arti-
cle in Detrolt Monthly magazine, clt-
ing Spaniola as one of the bosses of
the 1990s. The rest is history.

Her successful foray nto Top 40
musle Is almost an unprecedented
one for a local artist. Some aveid it
for fear of the sell-out label.

“I don't consider it a pitfall,”
Spaniola sald. “You're up against
Michac] Jackson and Whitney Hous-
ton. It's the hardest market to crack.

“Everyone says, ‘Oh it’s too com-
merclal. We don’t want to go for
that." I guarantee you that if you get

has been the No. 1 requestied song at WCZY-

those artists behind a closed door,
they would want to be on Top 40."

NONETHELESS, there are other
traps to avold. For one, there's the
banality of dance pop.

Then, there's the lmage versus
substance issue, Smith's dark looks
certainly make her attractive along
with being a talented songwriter and
performer. She wants to find a bal-
ance between the two.

“1 don't want to be dubbed, 'Ch
she's trylng to be another
Madonna,”" she sald. “But I think
it's important to have an image.”

iIN CONCERT

® (ODINE RAINCOATS

Todine Ralncoats will perform on Mon-
day, Feb. 13, at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church,
Ans Arbor. For infurmalion, call 956-
2747,

. ASH CAN VANGOGH

b Can VanGogh will perform on
Tuudzy Feb. 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, calt
996-8585.

® THE DIFFERENCE

The Ditfercnce will perform on Tues-
day, Feb. 14, at Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Informalion. call 896-
7.

® JUGGLERS AND THIEVES

Jugglers and Thieves wilt perform on
Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the Token
Lounge, Joy Road, one block east of
Middicbelt, Westland. For information,
call $22-0245

® T-A-JBAND

The T-A-J Band, a reggae group, will
perform on Wednesday, Feb. 15, at Rick's
Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For Infor.
mation, call 996.2747.

® DEFUNKT

Defunkt, Island recordiog artists, will
perform on Thursday, Feb. 16, at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
Information, call 996-8555.

® LONNIE BROOKS

Lonnie Brooks, a blues artist from Chl-
cago, will perform on Thursday, Feb. 16,
at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
For lnformation, call 996-2747.

® FRANK ALLISON

Frank Alllson and the Odd Sox will per-
form on Friday, Feb, 17, at LIll's 21, 2930
Jacob, off Jos. Campau, Hamtramek. For
Information, call 875-6555,

LIVE

® HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform on Friday,
Feb. 17, at Jameson's, 1812 N. Main, Roy-
al Qak, For infortnation, cull 547-6470,

@ CARUSO

Caruso will perform  with special
guests, Y B Shy, oo Friday, Feb, 17, at
Hamtramch Pub, 2043 Caniff, Ham-
tramek. For informatlon, call 365-9760.

® URBATIONS

‘The Urbatlons will perform Friday,
Feb. 17, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For Information, cal) 995
8555,

® NICK CAVE

Nick Cave and The Bad Sceds wil) per-
form at 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, at Salnt
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit.
Tickets are $12.50. For Informatlon, calt
961-MELT.

@ BLUE FRONT PERSUADERS

Blue Front Persuaders will perform
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 17-18, at
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 996-2747.

® THE SHY
The Shy will perform on Saturday,
Feb. 18, at Lili's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos.
mpay, Hamtramek. For information,
call B75-6555.

@ STEVE NARDELLA

Steve Nardella wlil perform Saturday,
Feb. 18, at the Blind Pig, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996
8555.

© ZOMBIE SURFERS

Zomble Surfers will perform with spe-
cial guests, Screamin Savage and the
Cavemen, on Saturday, Feb. 13, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canlif, off I.75,
For information, call 365-9760.

COWBOY JUNKIES
— Blind Pig Ann Arbor

The questions came fast and furl-
ous. Why are the Cowboy Junkles
playing at the Blind Pig? Why wasno't
1 told that the 10 p.m. show was sold
out? Why didn't I get tickets for the
extra show quick enough?

With the fabulous Connells only
drawing only 40 people when they
played the Blind Pig, when did the
Cowboy Junkics get so popular? How
would their moedy, melancholy
songs translate to a live setting?

‘Would they smile? Would .i be the
most depressing glg ever? But most
importantly . . . how was I golng to
get a ticket? Thankfully, nobody had
taken this asslgnment, so happy
days!

Firsl impresalons of the crowd
were kind of scary. I don't think I've
seen such an older audience. Maybe
they all meant to go to The Ark, but
got lost. Good Lord, beards and
sweaters were everywhere. Is the
musical tastes of the under-23 crowd
that limlted?

At 9 pm., a ragged looking crew
took to the stage led by the stunalng
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Margo Timmlns. And she smiled!

‘With this inconspicuous entrance,
they gently defined the mood of the
evening with "I Don't Get It" from
the beir wonderful album *“Trinity
Sessions” (RCA). This was followed
by a captivatlng version of the old
classie “Blue Moon." Throughout the
set, the Cowboy Junkles were quiet
and subtle. But this lack of assanit
demanded your attention.

Rumor bas it that the reason for
the lack of snow in the Ann Arbor
area Is Margo Timmine' en-
chanting valce melted it all away,
Including many hearts presenis at
the Blind Plg.

Highlights of the night included
the magical stecl/slide guitar play-
ing of Kim Deschamps and Margo
Timmins' a cappella verslon of
Bruce Springstecn’s “My Father’s
House” from his “Nebraska” LP.

Gentle sadness, pure paln, raw
cmotlon. The thing that dreams are
made of.

— Cormac Wright

CLASSICAL

Here are the op 10 receiving alr
play on WOUX-AM, campus station of
Qakland University in Rochester.

l "I'll Be You,” Replacements.
2."Stand," REM,
3. “Disco Man," New Order, .

9.
10. “Digging My Own Grave," Kares
Moaster.

Here are the top 10 mast requested se-
vg'cqum on Dick Wallace's show o

1.“Dam Busters March,” Coates.
2. “Symphony No. 5, Sebabert.

3. “Cyech Sulte,” Dvorak.

4. “Piano Quintet," Sckamang,

5. “Spring Concerto,” VivaldL

6. “Mother Goose Suite,” Ravel.

7. "String Serenade,” Tehalkovaky.
3. “Symphany No. 34, Mozart.

9. “Romea & Juliet,” Prokafiey.
10. “Symphony No. 5" Beethaven,

THE LEAVING
TIME
— Michael
Shrieve and
Steve Roach

there any new cop/detective
shaws out there in need of a musical
score?

1f the answer is yes, then we may
have the album for you. These guys
sound lke they apprenticed under
Jan Hammer or something.

Michacl Shrieve Is a noted rock/
jazz drummer most famous for hs
work with Santana. Steve Roach Is
some synthesizer wizard who even
glves credit to a Macintosh comput-
er for a fow of the sounds produced
on this album of instrumentals.

What they bave put together bere
1s an album of totaily barmless mu-
sic that has tinges of New Age (is
‘The Wave Interested?), soft jazz and
an occaslonal rock-influenced guitar
solo by David Thorn.

But the listener gets the eerie {eel-
Ing that Sonny Crockett, some Wise-
Buy, gLThe Equallzer ia about to

pal
Here's an album that actually
needs video to survive — the music

is hardly strong enough to stand on

its own. The titles of many of the
tracks even sound llke they're
stralght off some action cop show —
“March of Honor,” “Blg Sky,”" “Edge
Runner,” ete... . .

You get the plcture?

T think these guys have got the
whole thing backwards. Usually, the
show comes first. But who knows?
This musle may inspire some pro-
ducer or screenwriter to begin work
on a pilot.

1t Michacl Mann or Steven Bocho
won't sign these guys, maybe I will,

— Bob Sadler

CALM ANIMALS
— The Fixx

Here's a band that's been going
nowhere for about six years.

Since this Britlsh quintet recorded
its best efforts, “Shuttered Room™
and “Reach the Beach,” carller in
the decade, the band has broken no

could cross over to the Top 40 side
soon enough.

The ballad “Precious Stone” is a
bit of a Flxx departure and worth a
listen or two. The Utle track gives
vocalhl/ Iyricist Cy Curnin a chan

new musical ground

Their ensuing ciforts have sound-
¢d Uke a valiant attempt to dlg up a
single with the energy of “One Thing
Leads to Another” or “Saved by
Zero” (both off “Reach the Beach”).

Glven that, it means little to say
that “Calm Anlmals” might be bet-
ter than its most recent predecessor,
1984’s “Phantoms"” or 1986's “Wal-
kabout.”

The music all starts to sound the
same alter & while. The gultar-laced

ge the band had on its best work
has been lost in a sea of various syn-
thesized keyboards,

A few tracks may gencrate some
ailr play, but certainly not excite-
ment. “Driven Out,” the {flrst single,
has made some AOR play lists and

"Rcd Skies™ off of "Shutlcn:d
Room.” But what results is a cliched
commentary to yet another unin-
spired arrangement. The rest of the
album docsa't even cxcite enough to
merit mention.

I there's cven a chance for a case
to be made that an album’s cover
may be better than the vinyl within,
“Calm Animals” ks a formldable
candidate for that list.

— Bob Sadler

LIVEIN THE
WHISPERING
GALLERY OF
GRAND
CENTRAL
STATION

— The
Persuasions

A good ldea — get New York's
most famous a capella singing
group and sct them down smack in
the middle of one of the city’s most
famous doo wop hangouts, And the
Persuasions res; thelr
raw soul into a dozen songs, span-
ning gospel, rhythm & blues and rock
on this independent release.

Heirs to NYC's Jong heritage of
street corner the Persusalons,
along with Canada’s Nylons, have
striven mightily to keep that sound
atlve. But while the Nylons sing pret.
ty, the Persuasions sing gritty.

1t doesn’t always work. Their ver-
slon of the Lord’s Prayer, the ses.
sion's opening song, sounds rushed
and forced In any cvent, it's no
match for Marvin Gaye's moving
late 1970s a capeltaversion, record-

ed for Scandinavian television, but

jA- /Quuajiaru

cordially invite you to attend
their lue-to-digital recording session
to be holid at 3:00 pm.
Apnl 100, 1988
in The Whispering Gallory of

Gound Cotral Tomival

never released on record,
But when these veteran
loosen up a bit, they really get down.

Their version of “Don't Let Go,” the

old Roy Hamilton hit, is the essence
of rock‘n'roll. They alsc bave fun
with “This Little Girl"

Brace |

Springstecn’s 1980s" tribute to the

19508’ music that was his — and
their ~ original lospiration.

The CD sound quallty is In-your-
living-room fresh, much better than
:.v‘z)y of the group's scarcely available

cases. One wishes,
mtﬂekm'mldneﬂtmmnu
Chriplo’, the groop's outstanding
1972 album on CD.

Liaiae



