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By Casoy Hans
staff writer

More than haif the students at Warner Mlddle
School and many of their parents said “no” to drugs
Wednesday as they ate together, listened to substance
abuse speakers and participated in an all-school
dance.

Called the “drug-frce event,” organizers chose the
theme, “The Warner Way — The Drug-free Way.”

“It kind of snowballed,” Warner

THE
DRUG FREE
way

RANOY EORST/statf photographer

Warner students participating in the school's seventh grader Larry Weiser, sixth grader Eric
drug-free event each reccived a T-shirt with Richmond, seventh grader Emily Ochs and
the slogan: "The Warner Way — The Drug-Free seventh grader Lauren Elson.

Students fight drugs
— the Warner Way

“We got a lot of support from the community and
staff,” sald Daniels. “I think we're all finding cut a lot
about 1hls. Sometimes students find out they're not the
enly oncs dealing with it."

“We want the parents educated too,” she added.

STUDENTS BEGAN thelr afternoon with a student
check-in and snack, then heard a talk from Mary Ellen
Bleakley, a nurse from the Maplegrove Chemical De-
pendency Program at Henry Ford Hospltal, West

Ruth Paniels. “We just ran with it. In some way, we
had to touch the students about the drug tssue.”

This year, all schools In the Farmington district
were to coordinate a core team, finding ways to reach
out to the students, community and staff in relation to
drug awareness. The Warner team Included Danlels,
counselor Tom Gorman, administrator Roger Gault,
teachers Marion Retiray and Debbje Smith and soclal
worker Chuck Shepard.

o1 think we'll do somthing every year — prnbably
not the same thing, because it might lose it's punch,”
Danicels added.

fi

A TOTAL of 280 students of the 475-znember stu-
dent body signed “The Warner Way” pledge contracts
with their parents. The contracts sald, “I commit to
becoming educated about the negative effects drugs,
Including alcohal have on my mind, body personalilty
and tamlly.”

The contract was the student’s ticket to participate
In the afternoon full of events, which included a
catered, sit-down dinner, sock-hop, speakers and
prizes.

Some 195 parents also attended.

Warner's School/Cogimunity Forum group not orly
volunteered time but raised $3,000 from local busi-
nesses toward the event, which paid for itsell. Many
In-kind items were also donated.

‘Warner sixih grader Marisa Rowland prepares

Then, while students enfoyed an all-school dance In
ihe gym, parents listened to Farmington resldent Jane
Williams, a social worker and student asslstanee coor-
dinator with the Huron Valley Schools.

The afternoon ended with participating students
ecach getting T-shlrts with the school's drug-free slo-
gan.

“The whole polnt is to have a good tim .and at
the end we can say ‘we did it drug-{ree’,” Dnnlcb add-
ed.

STUDENTS PREPARED f{or the cvent through les-
sons In each classroom, where each teacher was given
{ree roin to use the substance abuse information. Stu-
dents were pre-tested, and post-tested for their knowl-
edge about substance abuse and its effects in order to
prepare for the schoolwlde event.

They also held poster contests and promoted the
event with announcements over the school's
loudspeaker. An evenly mixed number of sixth, sev-
enth and cighth graders participated in the program,
Daniels sald.

As follow-up matertal, Warner's core group devel-
oped a resource guide of moview, videos and
filmstrips avallable through the Farmington District
Media Center and Oakland Intermedlate Schools,
about substance abuse.

Mary Ellen Bleakly. a regmered nurse who

to ask a question at the end of the pi
tion by Mary Elien Bleakiey, who lalked with
students about the dangers of drugs.

prob-
lems, talks wllh Warner students about the
dangers of drugs.

Patterson may handle rape case

Conlinued from Pago 1

That was shortly after the Defl-
ance, Ohlo, native and Marfetta Col-
lege business management graduate
moved from a ren room on
Heather Heath in West Bloom!leld,
where he lived for approximately
two years.

Patterson, now In private law
practice (n Blrmingham, wants to
prosecute the first Oakland County
case at no charge to the county be-
cause the 10 local aftacks and
Szeman's arrest took place while he
was prosecutor. Investigators con-
solldated the rapes of two sisters in

the same house Into one case. That
accounts for 1¢ local attacks but
ninc cases.

Eight days after Szeman's arrest
in Ohlo last November, Patterson
described the Qakland .County at-
tacks as among the “most horrific”
he had seen in 16 years in offlce.

"It {3 my intentlon Szeman will
never breathe a breath of free air
again,” Patterson told reporters.

AFTER SZEMAN s scatenced
mdly he will have 30 days to agree
to face the

chnr es.
1 he agrees to do so, nine arralgn.

ments and preliminary examinations
will be scheduled in local district

urts. tant prosecutor John
Slevin will continue to handle the
cases through the preliminary stag-
es, Thompson said.

“When the first case steps into
court for trial, hopefully we will
have Mr, Patterson as the trial at-
torney,” 'l'hompson said about his
former boss,

It Szeman fights extradition, Oak-
land County Investigators will have
to prove to Oblo authorilles they
have valid arrest warrants agalnst
Szeman, Thompson said. -
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Right to speedy trial
issue in murder case

Continund {rom Paga 1

phone Friday from the Oakland
County Jail where he was trans-
ferved from Otsego County jall earll-
cr this month. Vermeulen sald as of
last week, he is now recelving medi-
cal care and taking nltroglycerin for
a heart conditlon.

“Mester sald he is protecting my
rights. Actually, he's violating my
rights,” Vermeulen said.

Mester wlll not comment on the
case at thls time, according to an
alde in the judge’s Circuit Court off-
lee in Pontiac.

Cohn also asked why it Is in the
Interest of justice to delay Vermeu-
ten's trial nearly 38 months when the
Supreme Court |3 about to rule that
all criminal cases should be adjudi-
cated within 100 days after belng
bound aver for trial.

In Vermeulen's case, thls would
have been November 1986, Cohen

said.

Retired Cireult Court Judge Wil-
ltam Hampton of Bloomfield Hills
said the wait “is incredible. It comes
down to why has It taken so long and
who ls at fault.”

In carly December 1986, Mester
overturned Farmington District
Judge Michacl Hand’s rullng disal-
lowing testimony by Sharon Ver-
meulen. Attorney Dana Wllson, Ver-
meulen’s then court-appolnted attor-
ney, filed an interlocutory appeai
with the Mlchigan Court of Appeals,
which overturned Mester's decision
in August 1987. The Oakland County
prosecutor then appealed to the
Michigan Supreme Court in Novem-
ber 1987.

GENE LUMBERG, head of erimi-

nal Inw for the Nakland Connty Rar
Association, said Vermeulen ‘“de-
serves o fair and cpeedy trial” A
walt of 38 months i3 “unusual” be-
cause the majority of murder cases
tn Oakland Country are brought to
trial within 180 days,

Two Issues are involved: the right
to a specdy trial and prejudice be-
cause a trial has not been specdy,
Over time, testimony is less clear
and difficult to recall, and witnesses
may or may not be available.

If the trial is not held within 18
months, presumptlon of prejudice is
automatic and the burden of proof
falls on the prosecutor, according to
Lumberg.

Vermeulen, who Intends to testify
on his own behalf, said: “I'm losing
intrinsic detalls of what took place.
Just forgetting one small detail
could make the difference in
whether I'm vindicated or not.”

Vermeulen’s attorney, Lawrence
Kaluzny of Birmingham, said there
is “no questlon his right to a speedy
tria) has been violated. Enough bas
been brought before Judge Mester ta
bring this to an immediate trial."”

However, appellate attorney Wil-
liam Wolfram of Franklin sald the
length of Vermeulen's walt, whlle
most unusual, is not unheard of, es-
pecially if Interlocutery appeal
transfers case jurisdictlon from one
court to the next.

ISSUES OF great importance
must be decided before trial “be-
cause a defendant should not be tried
on unlawful evidence,” Wollram
sald. In Vermeulen's Instance, testi-
mony by Sharon is at issue.

Under existing law, one sputse
may not testify against another un-

Tess both agree. At the time of the
shooting, Jon and Sharon Vermeulen
had filed for divorce but it was not
final untll two months later. Before
the divorce was final, Vermeulen
Illegally married Lewis, Sharon’s
testimony s based on conversations
with Jon during the weeks prior to
the shooting.

Vermeulen threatened to kili Lew-
is several weeks before her death, he
told Sharon, while they were still
married, according to circuit court
records. Vermeulen contends he told
Sharon he'd ki)l himself if Lewis
ever left him.

“YERMEULEN CREATED this
monster by raising marital privilege
in the first place,” said Oakland
County assistant prosecutor John
Slevin.

Slevin added that he Is anxious for
the trial to begin once the high court
hands down a ruling.

Vermeulen's first attorncy moved
to keep Sharon from testifying but
Kaluzny and Vermeulen do not op-
poseit.

The eatire situatlon is sad, accord-
ing to appellate attorney John Lazar,
wha argued Vermeulen's case before
the state supreme court. “I don't
know of an easy answer.”

At the very least, however, Lazar
sajd: “Vermeulen should be out on
bond right now. I have found him to
be a reasonable guy and, in my view,
bond is nat unreasonable.”

Judge Cohn asked In his letier if
there had been efforts to release
Vermeulen on bond while “the Mich-
lgan courts work through the ques-
tion of allowing the first wite to tes-

J;:dgc Mester has refuse¢ all bond
requests, according 1o Kaluzny.

Project aids nursing homes

Project Compassion will offer a
bedside cart service to area nursing
homes,

This service Is Intended to bring
an clement ol Indcpendence to resi-
dents who have become totally de-
pendent on others.

One such dependency is regarding
the purchase of some speelal item at
the store that may not be

Lly member, I there is one. The goa)
of this new service is to bring “the
store" to the resident.

Perjodlcally, the shopping cart
wlll arrive at the nursing home In
one of Profect Compasslon's speclal-
ly-equipped “Love Buses.”

The cart, laden with wares, will be
wheeled Into the nursing home and

to them In the nursing home. They
must seck the help of an alde or fam-

be made to ali
Volunteers will assist Shirley
Stamm, the Project Compassion

staff coordinator, with the distribu-
tion and also bring an element of so-
clalization to the service.

“WE ANTICIPATE serving six
nursing homes in Detroit until we
have worked cut the problems,” said
the agency dircector, Edward Einem.
“After that, we hope to make the
service available to all nursing
homes that are interested.”
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CLEARANCGE

FURTHER REDUCTIONS

The best time to buy that fur coat
or jacket you need Is now! Winter is at
its coldest in February...and we've
reduced prices again on a selected group

kcome Jacobeon's Charge, MasterCara?
Shep untll I p.m. on mm and Fﬂdt’. Until @ p.m, on Monday, T

of beavers, minks, raccoons and other
warm and lustrous skinas.

While Quantities Last

JacobSon’s
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