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Hills officer says victim yelled, ‘Kill me’

Continued from Page 1

On Thursday, he checked into the
Star Motel, 9430 Michigan, Detroit,
under the name Lawrence Reed.

At 7 p.m. Saturday, a Livonla offl-
cer spoited Wilson's car, a 1982 Pon-
tiae Grand Am, at Eight Mile and
Merriman and tried to stop it for a
trafftc slgnal violatlon.

The officer soon determined the

car and driver matched the descrip-
tions of the getaway car and roboer
involved in six armed robberies
since Jan. 29, Including a stickup at
2:03 uan, Salurday al a Total gas
station at Plymouth and Farmlngton
Road in Livonla.

WHEN THE Llvonla ofiicer tried
to stop the Grand Am at
Meadowlark and Farmlington Road
In Farmington, the driver sped off.
The offlcer lost sight of the car at

Freedom and Farmlington Road In
Farminglon, but broadcast a de-
seription of both the car and driver.

At 7:35 p.m., a Farmington Hills
officer spotted the car eastbound on
Grand Rlver. He followed the car as
it turned south onto Albion, a dead-
end dirt roud two blocks west of
Mlddicbelt.

The man termed his car around at
the dead-end chain as the uniformed
Farmington Hills patrolman, sliding

on the icy road, regalned control of
his semimarked car. The offlcer then
got out, leaving hls car's red and
blue grille lights flashing.

Wlen it became appat el the man
would not surrender, the offleer
retreated, walking backwards.

Before the officer, illuminated by
the approaching car's headlights, got
to his back bumper, the driver edged
forward. The officer could not see
the man’s hands but saw him reach-
Ing with his right hand toward the

Police theorize crack habit drove victim

By Bab Sklar
staif writor

The life of a desperate car dealer-
ship dispatcher — who palice sald
had no known criminal record but a
severe crack cocalne hablt — came
to a bleody end Saturday on a dead-
cnldl!slrcet in southeast Farmington

“We feel he was so addicted, and
because he was separated from his
wlle, he, In our opinion, had nothing
to llve for,” said Farmington Hills
poltce Chief Wllllam Dwyer.

Cecll Shelby Wilson, 42, who ap-
parently returned to Mlchigan Feb. 5
Irom Missouri to work in the service
department at Orsen Coe Pontlac In
Grand Rapids, was shot to death by a
Farmington Hills patrolman, palice
sald,

The officer, standing outslde hls
patrol car wlith shotgun fn hand,
three times ordered the man to sur-
render but flred when he feared Wil-
son would drive alongslde and either
shoat hi or pln bim agalnst his pa-
trol car, police said.

Shartly before the shooting, Wilzon
had yetled to the officer that he
wanted to die, police said.

Johnny Ayers, 66, an Albion Strect
resident for 33 years, sald he and
wife, Dorothy, “heard the cars comc
down real fast." But by the time they
walked outslde, other offlcers were
there and told them to go back In-
side.

A RETIRED manufacturing in-
spectar's helper, Ayers sald the ex-
c]lcment Saturday night was un-

istic of his quiet r 1
road. A chain divides the five-house
dirt road from the Cedaridge Apart-
ments parking lot. “I was kind of
shook up,” Ayers sald. “I'm a ner-
vous fella anyhow.”

A nelghbor across the street sald
ke, hic roommate and hls parents
were just sltting down to dinner
when they "heard a hoom that shook
everything, even the window glass.”

When he looked outside, he said he
saw "2 pullee olficer slanding oul-
side hls car with his gun pointed at
another car.”

“It was scary,” he said. "I got ev-
eryone back away from he window
because I wasn't sure shots wouldn't
come our way.”

Wllson, distinctive at 6-5 and 450
pounds, and hls car, a 1989 Pentlac
Grand Am, matehed the descriptlons
of the robber and getaway car in-
volved In six armed robberies In
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Resident Johnny Ayers polnts to where the shooting took place at the end of Albion,
southwest of Grand River and Middlebelt,

Wayne and Ozkland countles since
Jan. 29.

Pollce thearize Wilson pulled rob-
berles to acquire money for hls drug
hablt. *“We fee) this is another victim
of the crack cocaine problem facing
this country. No question about it,”
Dwyer sald.

POLICE BELIEVE Wllson may
be responsible for the followlng
armed robberles:

® Jan. 29, Litlle Cacsar's Piza,
25565 Joy, Dearborn Helghts.

o Fcb, 6, Amoco gas station, 83008
Mlddibcll Wauand

8, Amoco gas statlon, 13
Mile—So\lmllcld Road, Beverly Hills,
e Feb. 9, 7-Eleven, Warren-
Mlddlebclt Gardcn Clty.

® Feb. 9, Super Amerlca gas sta-
tion, Ford-Harrison, Garden City.

.® Feb. 11, Total gas statlon,
Plymouth-Farmington Road, Livo-
nia,

WYILSON WAS scparated from hls
wlfe, Lois, of Marshall, Mo, for
about a year. They had been marrled
10 years and had no children,

His wife teld pollce Wllson left for
Grand Rapids about a week ago to
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SATURDAY CLASSES
Musical Crattahon (ages 3-5)

ATTENTION KIDS!

Discovery Days
begin February 18th

AFTER SCHOOL & EVENINGS

Instrumonts Muslc (gr. 4-8)

7-12)
Expoﬂmonllna with Seionca (agas 6-8)
Ceramics (oges 7-12 & parents tool)

h{ages 8-12)
Iatant Massago & Movameont
Ma and My Shadow (agos 2-4)

New Morning Schoo! wishes to thank the
Adistra Corporation of Plymouth, Michigan,
for sponsoring these classes.

New Morning School
Praschool thru Eighth Grade
14501 Heggerty Rd., Plymouth
(Betweon Schooicralt & Fiva Mile Road)
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resume work at the Pontlac dealer-
shlp, where he last worked in Scp-
tember and October.

“According to his wife, he had a
very severe crack cocatne hablt,”
Dwyer sabd, “She sald he had been
under treatment for the past year.”

Dwyer theorizes that Wllson re-
turned to Mlchigan because he had
“a source for hls habit” elther In De-
trolt or Grand Raplds,

In both Wilson's room at the Star
Motel in Detrolt, where he checked
In Thursday under an assumed
name, and in the Grand Am, police
found crack cocaine plpes and resi-

due,

“I can't stress enough that a per-
son addicted to crack — and we've
scen it with doctors and attorneys —
turns to critne,” Dwyer said.
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passenger seat.

WITH SHOTGUN ralsed, the offi-
cer ordered the man, still edging
teward the officer, to surTendar fora
second time.

The man then yelled through the
open driver's window, “Kill me, I
want to dle!” As he polnted his car
almost directly at the officer, the of-
ficer agaln ordered the man to sur-
render.

When the car continued toward
him, the offlcer — fearing the man
was golng to pull alongside and shoot
him or try to pin him between the
Grand Am and the patrol car —
fired once. The offlcer was about
flve feet from his target. The car
came to a stop alongside the patrol
car.

The shot grazed the driver’s door
frame of the Grand Am and struck
the driver in the chest.

OFFICERS ARRIVING at the
scene broke out the passenger win-
dow and moved the gun away from
Wilson’s hand before entering the
Grand Am, still in gear.

“Even responding officers thought
the gun was real untll they picked it
up," said Farmington Hils police
Sgt. Charles Nebus. He and Inspector
‘Thomas Godwin are heading the de-
partment investigation into the
shootlng.

“These type of guns and hose that
resemble the fong-rifle automatlcs
are becoming more of a problem
cvery day,” Dwyer added.

The recovered pellet gun is the
one belleved used in the slx armed
robberies. No gun was cver fired
durlng the holdups and no one was
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““The majority of those armed rob-
beries coinclde with the suspect’s
travel and work schedule, according
ka hls wife,” Dwyer said. Wllsnns
wife told poloe he had 2 ¢

rnmk cocaine babit.

NO MONEY was found on Wllson,

A license plate was found on the
front scat and a knife in a sheath
was found on the front floor. It was
not known if the plate was stolen,

“We assume he was gelling ready
(o tnake a switch and put that platce
on hbis car,” Godwln safd.

Pollce belleve the car may belong
to Orson Coe Pontiac in Grand Rap-
Ids, Wilson had a Michigan drlver's
license with a Grand Raplds address.

The officer involved in the shoot-
ing was reassigned to administrative
duty, pending “the outcome of a
thoraugh, complele investigation,”
Dwyer sald.

“Obviously, the officer is dis-
traught over the entire incldent,”
Nebus sald. “He's regretful he was
forced into using fatal force.”

“NO POLICE officer cherishes
taklng a llfe," Dwyer said. “It's
somethlng very traumatic."

As in all such cases, the officer
will be offered some sort of psycho-
logical treatment, Dwyer sald.

‘The last time a Farmington Hills
offleer was involved in a fatal shoot-
ing was in March 1985. An officer .
who was part of a stakeout killed one .-
of three suspects shorlly affer an
armed robbery at Taco Bell, Grand
River and Eight Mlle. The officer
fired when the robber leveled a
handgun at him in a nearby field,
Nebus said.
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SKAT

WINTER
BREAK

1:00-3:30 P.M. Mon,, Feb, 13th thru Feb. 171h
plus —
6:30-8:00 P.M. Tugs., Fob. 141h & 4:00-6:00 P,M, Wod., Fob, 15th
ADMISSION *3.00 (Excopt for Wod. trom 4:00-6:00 Only '2)
SKATE RENTAL VALENTINE PARTY - TUES., FEB. 14th
1:00-3:30 P.M. & 6:30-9:00 P.M.
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* Initial Exam * Consultation
* Any Needed X-Rays ¢ Cleaning
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Pesis Family Dental Center
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NEED HOT WATER TODAY?

é.
BERGsm“ﬁM’s INC.
SAME DAY INSTALLATION

40 GAL.

RESIDENTIAL HOT
WATER HEATER
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CALL BETWEEN 7:30 AM and 3:00 FM
AND HAVE SAME DAY INSTALLATION
CALL FORDETAILS
532-2160 or 532-5646
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