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Mars, Jupiter, Saturn star in February

NLY THREE plancts will
be easily vislble in Febru-
ary. Mars and Juplter are

in the evenlng sky while
Saturn is in the pre-dawn sky.

Hoth Mercury and Venus are ofti-
clatly in the morning sky, bul both
are close to the horizon and difficult
tosee,

The amount of sunlight we recelve
In this month increases by onc hour
and 11 minutes. .

Sunrise on Feb, 1 was 7:45 a.m.,
and sunsct was al 5:46 p.m, for a
possible 10 hours and one minute of
sunshine. By Feb, 23, the sun rises at

~Childrer

7:09 a.m. and scts at 6:21 p.m,, for a
possible 11 hours and 12 minutes of
sunshine.

FEBRUARY 1S the shortest
month of the year, contalning only
28 days.

People often wonder why one

month should be so short when all
the other months are 30 or 31 days
long. February could have had 30
days if one day had been taken from
Janvary and another from Mareh,
resulting in three consecutive
months of 30 days. .

- #-Complete Exam’
". s Consultation
“. .# Cleaning -+
¢ Fluoride. -

stic X-Rays -
's Dental.

8177 Orchord Loke RS, + Wast Bomiieid, M1 43322 830800 MF . .

MPRESSIVE-CEILINGS:Inom—mie

“THE ONLY THING AS BIG AS OUR SAVINGS
CEILINGS IS OUR SELECTION
COME IN NOW AND SAVE $31

*USG

= Freteurcant

« Reowsteat

o Wazhude

*30lo0h

» Dentony sade
rxy pml

l'sG 725 Pls(‘l.lf.sl; uss' ZQOFIgOZK‘S;
DO-IT-YOURSELF SPECIALS

156 Choyonne
us6 5349

.} 477Q Rochester Rood, Sulte 104 « Trey, MI 43098 8:30.5

Derscirorce sMeocod SMOAPPO | | - Aoy €o baymedts +VIA »

sots, racks, N ~—
Endges. b‘ﬁ»"&’
1unnals, .

vehiclos & "—F'
moce!

3947 W, 12 Mile » Bar
Mon..Sat. 10.5;

The reason can be blamed on poll-
tics in Roman times.

‘The anclent Homan calendar orig-
Inally began with the month of
March and ended wlith February, It
wits un imprericet calendur sod, over
the course of many centuries, was no
longer in synchronlzation with the
seasons. Calendar reform was badly
needed.

The ealendar would have been
much easier to deal with if our ycar
(the time it takes the carth to com-
plete one orbit around the sun) were
exactly 360 days long. There could
be 12 months, each having 30 days.

Unfortunatcly, the earth takes
365.26 days to complete its orbit and
those extra 5.26 days complicated
matters,

JULIUS CAESAR brought the cal-
endar back Into siep with the sea-
sons, decreeing that the months
would alternate in Jengih, having ci-
ther 31 or 30 days.

Mureh, the taditionai fiest monih
of the yesr, was given 31 days. Apri!
{ollowed with 30 days, May had 31
and so on,

By the time Fcbruary, the last
month of the year, rolled around,
there needed to be only 29 days to
add up 1o a total of 365. February
would have its full 30 days only once
cvery four years to allow for Jeap
year.

Being very pleased with the re.
sults, Julius Cacsar named one of the
months “July" to honor himsell.

HIS SUCCESSOR was his nephew

Augustus, who felt that he was enti-

tled te have a menth named for him

as well — hence the month August.
But because August followed a

s

month of 31 days, it had only 30 days

of s uwn. Belitving In was VT -

bit 25 gozd as Julius, Avgustus dectd
cd that his month should have just as
many days as July, so he tookcune
day from Fcbruary and added I}'to
August,

That left February with only'28 .

days, or 29 on leap years. At least
that gets us onc day closer to spring!

A former coordinator of the
Cranbrook Institute of Science,
Raymond Bullock currently

works for linape Enpinceering |

Corp., specializing in laser dis-
plays and cffects.
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Traditions and Transitions
In Ming Ceramics

An Exhibition from the
Idemitsu Museum of Arts, Tokyo

February 5-March 26, 1989
Free admission. DRily tours at noon,
9:30-5: 30 Tuesday-Sunday.
Closed Mondays, holidays.

The Detroit Institute of Arts
5200 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313)833-7900

This exhibition was prganized by the Seattle Art Museum in cooperation with the Idemitsu Muscum

ported hy a federal indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and Humanities. Funding for the exhibition and the

catalogue was provided by Notthwest Adrlines; PONCHO; thR: National Endowment for the Arts, a federal ageneys the

Asian Cuburait Council: and the KA, Baillagggon Endownmicy
x

Metropolitan Center for Far Eastern Art Studies, Kyoto: u)
Additional support is provided by the State of Michigan, the
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