Student musicians arrive home
from celebration_ on a happy note

By Loralne McClish
staff writer

nNLY ONE FIRST prize was
K = 'ngm;ﬁed in ﬁ’ur_ AN Amart.
- tdrIndugural Musle Mesti-

e val, and the North Farm-
ington High School Symphony Band
took it. And of the (wo second
awards given, the North Farmington
High School Chamber Orchestra took
one of those.

There have been a fot of cheering
and congratulations In (be school
halls since.the young musicians re-
turned victars from the fnvitational
competitlve whirlwlnd round of
events in conjunction with tho presi-
dential lnavguratlon. If there was a
discordant note at afl, It came from
the man who led the trip,

“I haven't the vaguest idea of
what we're going to do with these
trophies,” sald North Farmington's
muslc director, Carl Gippert. “They
are’so hig we ‘can’t put themin the
showcase.\Iif we did there wouldn't
be room for anything else.”

‘But Gippert was smiling when he
looked at the palr of three-foot tall
trophles topped wlth large brass mu-
sic notes. His musicians had won
those trophles In competition with 17
of the best high school bands'in the
country.

“The sclection process of choosing
high school bands (for the inaugurat
weekend) begins with a blanketing of
every high schoo) in the country, so
we were proud and excited to have
been Invited to be part of this natlon-

“al bistorle gvent,

“Winning in our school's first time
out In a national campetition during

‘I haven't the vaguest
. idea what we're going
ic do with these
frophies.. . .’
— Carl Gippert
North Farmington music
) director

a natlonat historic event will be un-
forgettable,” Gippert sald.

ONE OF THE jobs for the Presi-
dential Inauguration Committee is to
keep the mood Jevel throughout
Washingten, D.C., as high, as gala, as
festive as it can get.

This is done by bringing in music,
singlng, dancing and instrumental
Rroups from every reglon throughout
the United States for performances
at every spat a visitor is likely to

stop.

So the invitation to compete in the
muslc festival carried with it the re-
sponsibility to perform.

“'We watched a really great clogg-
ing troupe from Oklahoma that was
before us {n onc of our scheduled
performances while we were walt-
ing to go on. That whole schedule
was running late, which held us up a
bit — and our schedule was tight,”
Gippert said.

THE TIGHT schedule can be best
understood by Glppert's words when
he sald that on one day “it was lights
out at midnight and up at 4:30 a.m."

Even so, geting through the

crowds from onc sitc to another, and
keeping together 82 students and 82
Instruments with another 17 volun-
teer pareni-chaperones, went quite
smonthty.

“We had excellent belp {rom a
travel agent for the logistics, and
our students are good at keeping
tabs and taking care of one another.
We knew exactly how many seats
there were on a bus that had to be
filled cvery time we moved. No
problem there,” Gippert said.

FUND RAISING and planning for
the three-day trip began last August
when Gippert received the officlal
invitation and began the process of
getting the official blessings from
the school administration, the
school's booster club and the stu-
dents’ parents.

Among the highlights of the trip
were perfcrmances at the Old Post
Office and at the U.S. Soldiers and
Alrmen’s Home. Another was laying
a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington Ceme-
tery.

Another highlight was securing
100 tickets for space to view the in-
augural parade ~ no small favor —
that came through the offices of U.S.
Rep. William Broomfield (R-13th
District).

“It was long hours in rehearsal in
preparation and long hours on the
bus, but a great honor,” Gippert said.
"We were the only school in Michi-
gan invited to participate in the fes-
tival, so we carried not only the hon-
or of our school and our immediate
community, but of our state as
well”

Energy assistance program
underway for older adults

Older adults faclng y in
paying their utility bills this winter
should notify thetr local utllty com-

any.
P ‘The Michigan Publle Service Com-
misslon reports that all major state-
regulated utility companies are of-
fering assistance to low-income, sen-
ior citizen and publle assistance
reclpients.

Senlor citizens, age 65 or older,
can make application by telcphone
or in person. The Encrgy Assistance
Program s In its fifth year and cov-
ers the périod from Dec. 1 through
March 31,

—~ The only cligibllity requirements

Seniors can apply by
telephone or in person

for the senlor needing help Is that he
or she be 65 years of age or alder
and take the first step by contacting
the utility company to apply for as.
sistance.

Senlor citizens may participate re-
gardless of income. They are not re-
quired to make sp~ llic payments
during the’ protection period but are
encouraged (o pay something on the
utility blils.- - -

At the end of the protection peri-
od, arrangements must be made
with the company te pay off the
money owed by the start of the next
protection period.

Also, the Home Heating Tax Cred-
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North Farmington band director Carl Gippert
(at right in front) talks with parent chaperons

as the teen musicians gather on the steps of
the White House.

Term begins

Mercy Center opens [ts winter,
term for swimming and fitness

—WONDERFULE—
WICKER——]

classes Feb. 24. The term extends 4
to April 21 in the center at 28600 11
Mile.

Early mornlng open swimming
is offered 6:30-8:30 a.m. Monday
through Friday and 7:30-9 a.m. Sat-
urday.

Lap swimining, swim classes,
private lessons and “Adapted
Aquaties” for both children and
adults are offered.

Dirccted exercises are offered|
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for slender to heavy adults. In the

fitness classes, senior adults are of-
fercd discounted fees.

The pool is available for birth-
days, family, Scout or church par-
ties.

by Honry Link
Ao Wcha Bedrooms
Deng Asoms and
Lrung Rooms

Ix;qulris'_s are taken by calling the
center, 473-1815.

it offers to

scnjors with home-heating expenses.
Michigan legislators returned to
Lansing a few days after the winter
holiday to renew this law,

The Michigan Public Service Com-
mission advises anyone with ques-
tions about the Energy Assurance
Program to call toll free 1-809-292.
9555, or 1.800-443-8926 for the hear-
ing impaired. .
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Ityou're not wearlng it,

Turn those maternity clothes
Into cashl

Now taking your
clothes on consignment)

NEW LOCATION!
2315 Coolldge
in Berkley Plaza

Layaway Avallable

DEA FARRAH
‘M8W, ACEW, CSW

o eee IS TIME +v+
TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT YOURSELF

£ R W

« Do you “live” to eat?
* Do you have trouble
saying no?
« Too much to do,
too little time?

CALL 647-5540

* Waelght Control
= Indlvidual Counseling
= Eating Disorder Speciality

.. HEALTHY OPTIONS, INC., BIRMINGHAM

0 The pulse 6! your community © The pulse of your community © The puise o

Getting
settled
made
- simple.

New-town dilommas fade
after a WELCOME WAGON
call, !

As your hostess, It's my job
10 hetp you make the most of
your now nelghborhood. Our
shopping areas. Community
oppartunitias. Speciol attrac-
tlons. Lots of facis to save
you time and money. Plus a
baskat of gifts for your famity.
1l be listenlng for your calt. .
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CALL

356-7720
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HOW TO FIGHT THE FAT
THAT DIET AND EXERCISE
CAN’T CONQUER.,

* reconslruction and ali forms of

Arecent 30diton 1o Cosmate Surgeons of Mchigan, Dr Michael 2
N 'S .13 certied by the Amencan foard

of Plastc and Reconsiructive Surgery He specalres.

10118 AEwes1 LCRMQUES Of HOOILEUON, Ak well a3 broas!

You've dicted and exercised and
aigled some mare You've even
lost weight But still you can't get
nd of cettain areas of fat —on
your chuy and neck, stomach,
Was1. ups. bultocks of thighs

Don'tiet this hold you back in yout
quest for a belter body. because
you may be a candidate for
(POSUCIOn — now recognized as
asale and etlective means ol
removing fat trom many areas ot
the body’

COSMETIC SURGEONS OF
MICHIGAN — onc of the areas
Irading cosmetic surgery prac-
tices —1s now offening salo, tfec-
twe iposuction, as wel as breast

fatial and nose cosmetic sutgery
procedures.

Oon'ttet fal hold you back! Calt
todny —(313} 645-0844 lor mote
information. Free literature and
imtal consultalion are available
for selected procedures

and breast andt

. Surte
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, Birmingham, M1 48010 « 313/645-0844
Just south of 13 Nde Ra
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CHARLES FURNITURE WAREHOUSE
. Hatrisan « Royal Ok « 399-6320

6 Biwks N.of 10 Mile. s Biock E. off Main

OPEN MON.

SAT. 10-5 « FRIDAY 'TIL 8 P.M.

. TASTE’S |
Your generous donation to GREAT!
gg ng]'.‘})m‘ cn help % Every Monday J

Free Federal
Consumer Information Cotalog.

WE CARE

Privately Owned & Family Operated For 30 Years

HOW MANY NURSING HOMES LET
YOU SELECT THE RATE YOU PAY?

BORTZ HEALTH CARE DOES!

Two Very Important Considerations You Must
Face When Selecting A Nursing Home:

#1 - Quality of Care
#2- Cost of Care

A of Prof A 1

» Twenty-Four Hour Nursing Care » Optionatl Religlous Services
* Wide Choice of Accommodalions « Activitles For All "
= Deilghtful DInlng-Registered Dieticlan & Culinary Coordinator

- FULLY LICENSED -

BORTZHEALTH CARE OF WEST BLOOMAIELD BORTH;SEM.TH CARE Of ORAé(LAND

W. SLVERBELL RD.
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MICHIGAN 48033 PONTIAG, NICHIGAN 48057
363-4121 391-0900

For information about our other 13 locations

In Michigan & Florida Call 759-5966

BORTZ HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

BORTZ HEALTH CARE OF WARREN
11700 E. TEN MILE RO,

L iadessmas

WARREN, MICHIGAN
. 759-5860




