Nurse to join
medical team
il Aonauras

Will assist
100 others
in aid effort

8y Susan Buck
stalf writer

Reglstered nurse Mary Skrocki of
Botsford General Hospital in Farm-
Ington Hills wil! accompany a 100-
member medical team In March to
Honduras —~ an area where life cx-
pectancy is just under 59 years of

age.

Skrocki, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent, will assist the eye team,

Honduras Is a Central American
country about the size of Tennessee,
with a population of 3 milllon. Ac-
cording to Skrocki, Honduras has an
Infant mortallty rate of 78 bables
per thousand compared to the US,
infant mortality rate of 10-12 bables
per thousand.

By 1980, Honduras had seven phy-
siclans per 100,000 people compared
to 200 physlcians per 100,000 people
In the United States, sald Skrocki.

When Skrockt arrives in the Hon-
duras, she will enter an arca high in
parasite Infection.

“No assignments are made ahead
of time,” satd Skrocki. “Some of the
people who come for medieal treat-
ment come from miles and miles
around. It takes two or three days to
ggt"tu where the medical team will

Skrocki views the (rip as a long-
awalted personal growth expericnce,
an opportunlty to give back to her
professlon and a chance to assist an
area of great need.

SKROCKI IS headed to the town
of LaCeiba wlith other volunteers of
the Medical Group Missions Pro-
gram {MGM), an overseas arm of the
Christian Medlcal Soclety.

MGM has four Honduras projects
annually: Tegucigalpa tn January
and February; LaCelba in March; a
summer project {(June and July); and
a fall project in November.

‘The LaCelba project will focus on
deglal and medical needs. Volun-

teers will be split into groups,

March 4-18, Skrockl wlll either be
in the ficld or at work In the hospltal
compound. She's sollelting eyeglass
donatlons from the public and as-
sembling surplus supplles from Bots-
ford hospital to take to Honduras,

MGM expects to see up to 7,000
patients; three to four clinics will
run simultancously.

Skrocki is paying her own way,
$1,000, and must bring her own per-
sonal supplics. She fs picking up the
costs of transporting medical sup-
plles by mail to an area graced by a
beautiful natural cnvironment but
cursed by economic and polltical ua-
rest.

“People and the anlmals bathe in
the same streams and drink out of
the same water so there {9 a high

of parasite
said Skrockl. Thcms Mmited tech-
nolagy and, in many cases, you can't
even do LV, therapy there because
you don't have the sterile surround-
ings”

SKROCKI'S MEDICAL elforts
will be specifically directed toward
the cye team, headed by Dr. Art

ga, a Jackson
glst and mmﬂy friend who persuad-
ed Skrockl to make the trip.

He lnvited her two previous times,
‘The third time, last year, she accept-
od the challenge.

For Wicrenga, who has made the
trip since 1974, the dire Honduran
situatlon is nothlng new. “Because
this Is Mary's first visit, her head
will be turned by the circumstances
she sees there,” he satd. “When you
are a repeater, like I am, you begin
to interpret the situation,"

Many of the Honduran people who
live on the outskirts do not even
know about the Nicaraguan situa-
tion. “Think back to what communi-
cation was llke In the early days of
our country and you will get an idea
of what I mean,” he said.

“Rather than sendlng bucks, I'd
like to see more nurses and doctors
donate their time (here,” said
Wlerenga.

Skrockl's husband, Ralph, assist-
ant superintendent for Clarenceville
schools, continues to be concerned
for her safety but has resigned him-
self to her mission, He finds some
cansolation in that she will be with a

.
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Mary Skrocki, a registered nurse at Botsford General Hospital,
with some of the donated medica! supplies she will take to

were

by the Farming Hills

hospital.

trusted friend who wlll watch over
her ke a brother.

“I have mixed feelings,” he admit-
ted. “But It’s something she wanted
to do for humanity."

THE COUPLE has a blended fam-
ily — Ralplh's children, Tom Skrockl,
38; Sue Boyt, 34; Ann Cooper, 30; and
Mary 's children, David Skrocki, 28;
Frank Skrocki, 25, and Christine
Tooley, 24.

Skrockl Is warking toward a mas-
ter’s degree In nursing at Madonna
College, Livonia. A recent paper whe
wrote on the cross-compartson of the
Unlted States health care system
and the Republic of Honduras helped
persuade her to e the trip,

“Although Honduras is a poor
country, it has been remarkably gen-

In addition, het paper states: “In
May 1985, the Pedlatric Forum re-
ported 2 polio epldemic in the Hon-
duras. Up to 100 reported cases per
month, This is occurring despite the
approximatcly $2 billion in Unlted
States aid that has poured into the
region in recent years although, un-
questionably, most of that has gone
into military expendlture.

“A caveat, both ironlc and reveal-
Ing, Is that Nlcaragua has sent Hon-
duras their top lmmunlzation ex-
perts plus 50,000 doses of poliomyel-
itis vaccine to help them fight thelr
ray out of the devastatlng cpldem-
A

Skrocki, a unlt manager on Bots-
ford's {ifth floor, further illustrated
thy ced [ Hond

erous to refugees from El
Nicaragua and Guatemnala," she
wrote In the paper. “Regional insta-
bllity and violence have led more
than 42,000 other Central American
cltizens to take refuge in Honduras.”

Death raises a new issue
of nursing home funding

By Casey Hans

ford General Hospital in Farmington
Hills following health

stall wrlter

A Farmington woman who moved
her mother from one nursing home
to another is still grieving from her
meother's Christmas Day death after
compllcations from a stroke.

She belleves inadequate care In
the state’s nursing carc system con-
tributed to her mother's death, ac-
cording Lo a complaint filed in Janu.
ary with Citizens for Better Care, a
consumer advocacy group.

“I've tried to be objective,” sald
Dorls Austerberry, o widow and
mother of five.

Austerberry has had experiences
with homes (n Westland, Riverview,
Novl and most recently at Oak Hill
Care Center in Farmington. She sent
a copy of her complaint to the Ob-
server.

last December. She was lving at
Oak Hlll before belng admitted to
the hospltal.

Officials from Care Centers of
Michlgan, owners of Oak Hill, dld
not return phone calls to comment
on the complaint, which alleges un-
derstaffing and inadequate care.

“I hope something is done to im-
prove care for our elderly; they de-
serve better,” Austerberry sald in
her complaint.

ONE LOCAL state leghhwr be

ture, he sald the system gets “mil-
llons™ more each year, but it only
means a small increase for each pro-

vider.
“It's always a hot political issue,”
he sald.

FRESHMAN STATE Rep, Jan Do-
lan, R-Farmington Hllls, agrees the
financing Is a concern, but she is
looking in other legislntive direc-
ttons. Other states bave laws requir-
ing in-state nursing home awnelshlp.
which she plans to researc!

“T'd ltke to find out more aboul I
she sald.

Legislatively, sute senators and
can do little, unless

lleves some of the
nancial, because nunlng care pm-
viders get financing from the stale
through a formula debated each
spring.

“The main issue Is the reimburse-

“I 1 AND the pi
they have in caring {or the uldcrly I
think the answer is a different sys-
tem in this country,” she sald. “I
think our leglslators wlil be looking
at Lhis.

“The things that make me angry
are the things that can be changed.”
Austerberry's clderly moth
Edra Maude Decker, dled at Bou-

ments,” sald state Sen, Jack Faxon,
D Hills. “There's no
question this Issue is a very import-
ant one. There's no way you can hold
costs . . . 10 a level that will stand
stlll. Programs and other things get
cut.”

Faxon sald he expects the issue to
be debated again this spring. In Fax.
on's many years in the slate Legisia-

new laws need to be enacted as de-

,manded by constilueats or recom-
mended by public health agencies,
Faxon said.

Much patieat help comes from ad-
vocacy groups such as Citizens for
Better Care, which handled some
900 complaints during a recent
three-month period from resldents in
nurslng bomes in a seven-county

"lf you believe the government's
flgures, Michigan Is doing better
than average, and that isn't great"
sald Susan Rourke, Michigan execu-
tive dlrector of CBC.

Under fire
Alkateeb defends council absences

Continued from Page 1

some city council members as well
asa amall group of council watch-

state Sen. Jack Faxon, D- 8-
ton Hills, Monday.

DEFENDING HIS absences, Alka-
teeb sald he had a prior commitment
the night of the joint meeting and
couldn't make Mondly': speclal
meeting with legislators,

Alkateeb told Shiver be welcomes
constructive criticlsm.

“But criticlsm Ullt s Incorrect,
not right or plain innuendo, is not
welcome,” he sald. “If you Just want
to pick on me, more power to yon.”

ALKATEEB'S ATTENDANCE
has been a topic. of debate among

ers. The top tter In the No-
vemw 1987 council clection, Alka-
teeb has been absent six of the 20
scheduled Monday night clty council
mhe:Unn from July to Jan, 23, He

ust. The first time was the night resi-
dents announced thelr awareness of

Ben Marks’ then-unpald
$17,000 sewer tap-in fee. The second
and most receat threatened resigna-
tion waz In late January when Mayor
Terry Sever’s Intention not to reap-

missed two jolnt meetings wlth polnt planning commission Vince
the parks and ‘alvona was p
alon. Councllman Aldo Vagnor:l criti-
Alkateeb has said that be missed cipeq Alkateeb's behavior at the Feb.
some of the councll mee be- - ¢ study seasion,

cause of illness. He missed others be-
cause he didn't care to attend or be-
cause his work demanded his time,
he has said.

Alkatoed also has threatened to
resign at Jeast twice slnce last Aug-

“Your antics haven't helped. 1
mean you walked out of one meet-
ing. You almost walked out of lnoth-
er meeting. You're threatening to
dxn"a'yumntmod:vpohhlt."

e e

.

““There is a high Jevel of illlteracy
there, so Dr. Wlerenga asked one
woman why she wanted eyeglasses If
she couldn’t read. She replled, 'So I
can pick vul the worms frum tke
rice,” " said Skrockl.
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Appointment
fray ends with

1 finai s

By Joanne Malinzewski
staff writer

In a contlnulng fray over mayoral
appoinlnents to boards and commis-
slons, Farmington Hills clty councll-
man Joe Alkateeb made a last stand
Monday in support of planning com-
missloner Vincent Valvona,

“I think his (Valvena's) name has
been dragged the mud un-
Justly,” Alkateeb sald.

The one-term planning commis-
sioner was cleared in November of
any confllct of Interest in zonlng
matters with the Carrington Place
Apartments for Senlors, at Freedom
and Drake, In which be later became
a financial partner.

Mayor Terry Sever did not reap-
point Valvona to the planning com-
misslon Monday, bul reappointed
him to the bullding authority.

Still, Valvona's name brought (wo
abstentions In the final vote. The
first was from councilwoman Jean
Fox. “I canpot support it. I will not
vote against it. But I will abstain on
that one (Vaivona's appolntmeat to
the building authority.)”

Alkateeb abstained from voting on
all of Sever’s recommended appoint-
ments to various boards and com-
misslons because “the truth — t-r-u-
t-h ~ has suffered a major blow on
the way to these appointments,”

THOUGH ALKATEESB ofiered hls
opinfons on Sever's intention not to
reappoint Valvona to the planning
commission at a special Feb. 4 study
session, he reitercated hls feellngs
Monday, wlth Sever’s blessings.

“I certainly would aceept that, ex-
cept what 1 don't like Mr. Alkateeb is
the approach in which you're leaving
it open,” Sever said. “If you have,
some comments to make with re-
gard to the process or the declslon, I
would prefer that you be specific
and be open and It it's necessary for
me to defend a decision or some-

idﬂ uu

As a result of a conversation with
Sever, Valvona sent a second lctter
asking not to be reappointed “be-
cause he did not want his name
dragged in e tud,” Alkatech sald.

City councilwoman Jean Fox de-
nied Alkateeb’s allegation that she
has continued to bring up “charges”
against Valvona regarding the con-
flict of interest issue.

“Tonight is another example of
absolute, unjustified hatred,
respect to somedody who has servcd
this clty very well,” Alkateeb said,
referring to Valvona's name belng

raled from other appolntees to
allow Fox to abstain and support the

thers.

“YET, BECAUSE of whims, ha-
tred and unjustified vendettas, this
man is being singled out and T don‘t
think anybody on any board or com-
mission in thls entire city should be
treated so Incorrectly, so unfustly,”
Alkateeb continued,

Valvona has refused to publicly
discuss his nnt belng reappointed to
the planning commission or the com-
motion surrounding It.

Sever defended his appalntments.
“I went for the best possible appoint-
ments, They were not political chole-
cs or friends of mine. I believe Mr.
Valvona ls certainly a very honora-
ble persan and a very just person. He
is good for the city. He will do a good
Jjob on the building authority. And I
know he wrestled with the fact of
whether he wanted or not to continue
dolng that (serving on the bullding
authority).”

Though he sald he felt Valvona
was a good planning commissioner,
Sever addcd “1 Lh!nk ke clty also
needs balance.” The mayor said he
wanted to ensure that all segments
aof the city were represented. Valvo-
na's replacement, Don Mikington,
lives on the west side of the city.
Valvona lives east of Orchard Lake
Road, near city councilmen Alkateeb
and Ben Marks, as well as planalng

thing I've done that (s 1
should get It resolved tonlght.”

Alkateeb said he was happy to put
his concerns on the record.

*“1 strongly believe Mr Valvona
was railroaded off the planning com-
misslon. He was told in regard to his

letter of wishing to be reappolnted ;

that he will not be reappoinied; that
1t's better for him to resign,” said Al-
kateeb, who appolnted Valvoua to
the planning commission in 1986.

Jeri V
Sever said the city charter gives
the mayor authority to appolnt. Val-
wvona is the only one of 18-20 appoint-
ments made by Alkateeb that Sever
deelded not to reappolnt.
Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi de-

feaded Sever. “What T've seen in the -
last several woeks bas been a very !
tharough effort on the part of the:

mayor and a very open effort to try
to
ces!

258-6670
Moao,-Sat. 10-5;30
Thurs. 10-9

Pillowcases and Shams

Featherbeds and Blankets
also on Sale!

Scandia
Down

Come feel the Scandta a'szerence."‘

MID-WINTER

LINEN SALE
5-50% Off

Cotton Comforter Covers, Flats, Fitteds,

Our Annual Custom Sewing Sale

15=25% Off

thru February 28, 1989

The Plaza of Birmingham ¢ 210 S. Woodward at Merrill

across from the Biemingham Theatre ¢ Birmiogham

®
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