Her goal: Hispanics in state Legislature 7

By Tim Blchard
staff writer

Florlda has a Hispanle governor,
many Hispanle legislators and may-

ors.
Michigan has no Hlspanic legisia-
tors and a handful of Hispanle judg-

s,
"One of my goals Is to sce more
Hispanics Involved at the district

4 two-year-old Livonia subdivision

“There is a Latinos of Livonia — a
small pocket in West Bloomfield —
other groups in Grosse Polnte, down-
river, Saglnaw, Muskegon, Lansing,
Holland, Port Huron and Adrian,”
said the former Westland resident.

And she has seen that politieal in-
terest grow in the last decade,

BY DAY, Kopack Is an attorney

‘I don’t think you need
a law (making English
official). If you're going
to survive in the U.S.,
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is a legal term used by the federal
government for the census, It covers
persons of Spanish, South American,
Mexican and Cuban ancestry. Terms
like “Chlcano™ and ‘“Latino” are
golng out of use.

The Michigan 1980 census showed
1 percent of the population as
Hispanie, but Kopack thinks they
were undercounted and closer to 2

Hispanic

chair several years ago.

‘Two years ago she sought the post™
herself but was overpowered by the
Pat Robertson forces, who picked- ¢
Angela Mata,

resuited in creatlon of the sixth vlct»j

.
3

“I didn't want to run agalnst an :

mcumbcm this year,” said Kopack,

“so | spoke to the (Robertson) people 7%
in the party struclure, and mey"'

levels and run for office,” sald Laura  handling real estate and zonlng mat- pereent. hadn't seen her in a year and a hall.’, -Z
Reyes Kopack, the newly elected  ters for Detroit Edison Co., go she you hBVf-" to speak Democratle national candidates  Her election In the Feb, 11 state. s
sixth vice chalr of the Michigan Re-  wlll have to do a lot of her political English, conventlon at Grand Rapids was

publican Party.

“I'd like to sce more fund-raisers
and possibly establishment of a PAC
{political action committee)," she
added in an intervlew in her home in

wark at night.

Husband Al, a district sales mana-
ger for ANR Frelght System, helps.
“He's been really supportive. With-
out him, I couldn’t have finlished law

Radiologic tech
offered at OCC

The new mdlalngic chhnomgy

better in cach clnss second, comple-

Program
Campus of Oakiand Commlml(y Cal-
lege Is a two-year program deslgned
to prepare Radiologic Technologists,
Students graduated from the pro-
gram wlil reccive an associate de-
,gree In applled sclence. They are eli-
+ gible to take the credentiallng exam-
Inatlon offered by the American
Reglstry of Radiologic Technolo-

+ glsts,

The program is dlvided into two

.- positions: first, the completion of
prerequisite courses and genera) ed-

- ucatlon requirements with a 2.0 or
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ISEND cornor of Plor

tlon of radl courses
during the final year,

Approximately 40 students will be
accepted into the program each

school,” she said. They have daugh-
tersages4and 1.

“My parents were from Mexlco, I
was raised in Detrolt and went to
Resary High School, Wayne State
University and the Unlversity of De-
trolt Law School.
“Politically, I was active In the
college Republicans at Wayne and
worked for Republican candldates

== local and judictal — in law school.
ln 1978, I ran for the Wayne State
Board of Governors,” she

year.

For ) about
the radiologle technology program,
call the sclence and health technalo-
gies department on the Southfleld
Campus of OCC at 552-2673 or 552-
2669.

The Southfleld Campus is at 22322
Rutland Drive, south of Nine Mlle
Road, between Greenfleld and South-
fleld roads.

ALL THE TOP BRANDS - TREMENDOUS SELECTION
SUPER BUYS YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS. CHECK IT OUT,
E SETS »TOP BOOTS & SKIS-, ALPINE & CROSS
. { COUNTRY »TONS OF EXCITING SKI WEA| EN
| &KIDS, ALL CLEARANCE PRICED 'TIL FEBRUARY 25th.
SHOP TODAY FOR THE BEST SELECTION AT ALL...

R, MEN'S, WOM

sald That was a Democratic year,
when the GOP lost Its U.S. Senate
seat.

— Laura Reyes Kopack
6th vice chair, GOP

MICHIGAN'S BEST known
Hispanics are U.S. District Judge
George LaPlata of West Bloomlleld
Township, a former Oakland clreuit
judge with a Republican back-
ground; and state Board of Educa-
tlon member Gumecindo Salas, a
Democrat from Lansing.

Others are Detroit  Recorder's
Judge Isadore Torres and Workers
Comp Appeals Commlssion member
Steve Gonzales.

“A few outstate clty council mem-
bers and clerks have come and
gone,” she said. “There's no one in
the Legtslature.”
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Receive a
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in Spanish, but Kopack doubts it
made a lot of difference.

"A great number of Hispanlcs vate
Republican. That goes In my famlly.
Historically, Hispan!cs have favored
Democrats because of their labor po-
sitions. But that is changlng as more
become business and professional
people.

“Many Cubans are anti-commu-
nist and favor Republican stands on
defense. There are strong divisions,”
she said,

KOPACK HAS been active in the

. you have Lo speak English,” she said.
Seven states, including California, *

HISPANICS ARE cool (0 a propos-
al by US, Rep. William Broomfield,
R-Lake Orion, to make Engllsh the
offictal natlonal language.

"I don'’t think you need a law. If -
you're going to survive m the US.

have such laws, which Hispanics-
fear can be used punitively, They
cite the case of court clerks who
were [lred for speaking Spanish dur-
ing a break. The clerks won only af-
ter appealing to the US. Supreme
Court.

ﬂ SALE®G29

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS? Stewart-Glenn
HAS ONE DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU.

9

Oak Entertainment Center
(4 door, VCR and TV shell,
alectrical outlat, adjustable
sholf) 35x21-H 57 % In.

Is for smart people

STREET WISE |

Every Monday in Street Scano

Come join us in our Troy store Thursday -
through Sunday, February 23rd through the 26th,
as we present a special selection of our
Spring Fashion ‘89 Bridal Collection.
You will find an equisite selection of
gowns for the bride, her attendants, and
mothers of the bride and groom. .
Plus, as a special gift to our Saks fifth Avenue brides,
Adrien Arpel invites you to enjoy a complimentary facial
eyebrow arch and makeover, with complimentary
makeovers for your entire bridal party!

Please call our Bridal Consultant, Jennifer Manuel,

(JaS fllh erte

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. N

»MT.CLEMENS: 1216 S, GRATIOT faf iy ncrl o 16 b Soner 1895 at 643-9000 Ext. 293 for a personal appointment
»EAST oe-mon 2230 KELLY botwaen B3 M r itinnal information.
*ANN AHBU 6 TENAW wos! lcl u.s . DETROIT 7373 Third Avenue (Wost of Fishee Buiding) » 873-8300 g o "'Hd tiopal info . or. i
PLINTABET MILLER acoes o Gonoseo V. % BLOOMFIELD HILLS 155 N, Woodward Ave. (SOuth of Long Lake Roag) » 642-3000 & The Bridal Salon, Third Floor.
FARMINGTON HILLS:27847 ORCHARD LAKE %o, OPEN: MON —SAT.10 00 + 6 00 (Bloomtieid. Thursday 't 8.30 pm ) W
“tng Customor parking Iols azRiNG o
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BROSE PRESENTS THE PREMIER LINE OF TRACK
AND RECESSED LIGHTING FIXTURES - JUNO. AN
ENTIRE STOCK OF THESE EASILY INSTALLED FIX
TURES IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SELECTION.
BROSE & JUNO A UNIQUE COMBINATION.

Quoon Anne, Entertainment Conter
Cherry Veneers (Pocket doors wlrn
pull-out TV swivel, cable/electrica
outlet, punch-out back, Drop-tid pull-out
drawer for VCRs.) 35x22xH 54 in.

SALE $719

Top Vlew

centars offar

Hooker's Decorat
the widest selection In the most popular finishes and
styles for the perfect accent to any room of your home.
Whether your need Is for TV-VCR storage or a cabinet to
housa your complete electronic system with storage for
records, tapes and djsks, Hooker has designed a cabinet
for you. From 18th Century, Country and Traditional, the

Group of enter

style you prefer has the functional insides to match Its
qualify cabinstry. But hurry, SALE ENDS MARCH 13.

SALE - An Additional

10% OFF Our 40% - 50%
Discounted Day To Day Prices!

Small Entertainment Center
Oak Vensers and Oak Solids (Pull-out
shelf for VCR) 31 x 18-H 32 in.

Corner Entertainment Center
Oak Sollds and Vensers (Pocket doora with

pull-out TV swivel, cable/electrical outlet, and
SALE *315 ‘puit-out shell for VCR, 1 drawer) 52V x 19% - M
saLs 599 OSE
5 ELECTRICAL
f’ 2 féék CONSTRUCTION.INC
2600 N, W°°d"““ Ave. 332-8348 37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
Juse Sowt Open Moo, Thurs., Fr. "l 9 pm. LIVONIA, Mt 48152 + (113) 464-2211
Fine men Snm 19!7 of Bloomfleld Hills ‘ha.. Wed., Sat. "l 3:30 p.m. " . ——
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