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‘Company’ star

Pérformances of the musical
“Company” continue through
Sunday, March 19, at the Bir-
misgham Theatre. For ticket in-
Jormation, call the box office at

533,

By B:ubarn Michals
spedial viriter

Stephen Sondheim's “Company,”
cur}yndy revived at the Blrming-

is strong in role

from both the performers and the
audlence to plumb their psychologi-
cal depth. Sondhetm’s shows are in-
cvltably described as caustle and
cynical, and much of the 1970 “Com-
pany"” Is no exception. -
Nevertheless, “Company" offers
an underlying acceptance of the
modern urban world it criticizes.
Marrlage may be a very imperfect
state, but It still is prescuted as pref-
crable to any altemnative. “We all
need somebody, not some body” one

ham’ Theatre, takes a
penetrating look at marriage.
The production features a few out-
sm\p\ng performances among a
X hut 11

casl: The shaw's strength lics almost
solely In Sondhelm’s musical vislon,
whi¢h audiences tend to love or hate.

Classic Soadheim is never the
traditional American musical — no
bappy endings or catchy, hummable
tunes. The lyrics and the music are
"du’l;lcult." requiring a great deal

Jable talk

of the y as-
serts, desplte her own reluctance to
commlt to marrlage.

“Company” vlews marriage
through the eyes of Bobby (Davls
Gaines), a 35-year-old bachelor, and
the flve married couples who adore

. his company, fuss over him cndlessly

and try to get him married. In each
of the marriages, a fun-loving pose
htdes underlylng frustrations and
disappointments. The song “Sorry-
Grateful" cxpresses the mixed sig-

nals Bobby receives from his mar-
rled friends.

GAINES IS wonderfolly belley-
able as Bobby., He Is a handsome,
poised acler with a powerful volce
and winnlng smlle. If that grin
scems at times too flxed, it is an ap-
propriate cover for Bobby's perplex-
ity as he tries to digest his new In-

Davis Galnes (itth from left) is Babby, a bachelor who
Theatre production of “Company.”

tracynical Joanne, now on her third
marriage. Her sarcasm bristles in
“The Little Things You Do Togeth-
er” and her boozy rendltion of “The
Ladles Who Lunch.”

Donna Lee Marshall s excellent
as Amy, the bride-to-be who gets
cold feet at the last minute. Her
“Getting Married Today" Is a very
funny patter song which she delivers

break-nock

sights into s friends’
Among those fricnds, Alison Be-
van Is marvelously bltchy as the ul-

at 3| h
by very expressive facial grimaces,
Anne Connors as April, the stereo-

$oup winners

:ﬁe three winnlng soups in a con-
mitscalled the “Great Deiroit-Area
Jup-Off” are being featured during

it e

Chocolate party

‘Trappers Alley in Detroit's Greek-
town will host its third annual Choc-
olate Jubllee from 11 am. to 9 pm.

\gbruary at gton's in the Em-
Yessy Sultes Hotel-Detrolt/South-
F31d. The restaurant, which sponsors
l%' annual contest, served the third
place winner, Red Rlver Scotch
Bloth (from Jill Burns of Ferndale),
tydugh Saturday. Second place

nner, Chlcken and Sliders Soup
(ffom Johony Kolakowski of Wyan-
dutte), is being served though Satur-
day, Feb, 25, and flrst place winner,
Pranut Soup (from Shella Ingersoll
ot ¥pstlanti), Monday-Saturday, Feb.
2930 March 4. Wellington's Is open
far Junch, offering a special buffet,
ot 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and for dln-
ned {rom 5-10 p.m.

ater

T y-Friday, Feb. 23-24. Free
samples of chocolate treats will be
avallable from Trappers Alley mer-
chants. “Downtown Desserts II"
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 23, will have Detrolt chefs pre-
paring thefr favorite chocolate des-
seris on the fourth level.

Armenian food

A ‘“Gastronomical Journcy
through Hlistorlc Armenia” will be
presented at 7 p.m, Saturday, March
4, at St. John's Armenian Church

Cultural Hall in Southfleld. Food
speclaltfes of various regions of His-
toric Armenin will be featured,
along with a mock traditional Ar-
menlan Village wedding, and vocal
renditlons by mezzo-soprano Maro
Partamian of New York City. The
evening Is offered by the Preserva-
tion of Armenlan Heritage Commilt-
tee of the Alex Manooglan School as
a fund-raiser for the school's 20th
anniversary. Tickels are $40 per
rson. For more Information call
§69-2988. .

Michigan Feast

Cranbrook P.M. “Adveotures In
Good Taste” will pay o return visit
to the Appe'teaser restaurant in Blr-
mingham for a Michigan Feast pre-

pared by Chef Chrlstoplier Angelo-
sante and his stalf. All Michigan
products will be highlighted. Michi-
gan wines wlll be served with each
course at dinner. Admission is $40
per person. For reservations call
645-3635.

Japanese dishes

A gourmet Japancse feast will be
served from 6-10 p.m. Saturday,
March 11, at the Musashi Japancse
restaurant at Town Center in South-
ficld, The event Includes a selection
of fine wine by Decanter Imports
and Don Lee Distrlbutors. There will
be live entertainment. Cost is $50
per person. Reservations are re-
quired by Friday, March $; phone
358-1811.

' DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

“SUNDAY BRUNCH
i{In the New
}3Tivoli- Restaurant

MEETING/BANQUET SPACE AVAILABLE

ATTENTION
SENIORS
(85 & Up)

209 OFF DINNER
at the all new
Tivoli Restaurant
$ p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Sunday thru Thursday

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

Young Variety Club of Detroit
cordially invites you to attend
“A Night of Temptation ‘89"
Royal Oak Music Theatre
March 6, 1989
8:30 p.m. showtime
featuring

The Temptations
Special Guest: Ortheia Barnes
Tickets — *25

Proceeds will be donated to

Charities for Children
Tickets available at m?a:.am:“n.
outlets, Royal Oak Music Theatre
orcall

855-4512

Donations are dechctible for Federal tax purposes
within the guideknes of the law.
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RESTAIE{RANTE
LOUNGE

Fine Northern Italian a
and Continental Cuisine

Join us for a relaxed dinner. We feature
a variely of Veal and Homemade Pasta
enirees along with Sieaks, Sealtood, and
Poullry selecllons
..alt at moderaie prices.
Alzo Serving Business Lunches
Monday thru Friday.
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se marrled friends help him 'pclehmte his birthday, in the Birminghem
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typleal dumb and Car-

uniform

olec Carmello as Marta, a tough,
strectwise New Yorker, both make
thelr characters vety ereditable but
never remotely Likeable.

. The rest of the cast delincates
their characters just barely or not at

1. Under muslcal director Johnny
Bowden, the ensemble numbers
sound flne, and James Noone's sim-
ple set Is cleverly versatlle,

FOR YUPPIES, the women's cos-
tumes h?r)d toward tacky with the

of the
and one '70s peasant look
least makes a definite statement.

Director George Rondo has not -

achieved a perfect “Company,” but

Sondhelm's inslghtful, thought-pro- *

voking lyrics and forcefu) music are
very much worth the listening.

Barbara Michals teaches high
schoot English in Southficld. A
theater critic for the last 14 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on all the
New York productions.
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M | Pearl’s
Gardaen
Serving the Finest in

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders
. Szechuan and Mandarin

Open 7 days a Week

" Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat, 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

: 469 S. Woodward » Birmingham

644-2913

—

78

grite Sunday brunch s a kaleldoscope of breakfas|

dlaner favorites, served with white linen and silver

of the Kingsley Inn dinlng rooms. $11.95/adults. " .

q, 10a.m, (o 2p.m. A Bloomfield Hills tradition.
. )

Rood «
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HAPPY HOLR
Mon.-Fri. 4.7 pm
% OFT All Drinks In Loungs

DINING HOURS
Men-Thut 1) am 101
Fn 1l am. 1030 m
S bom 1004
Ol wed Suncay

1 Block West of Rochester

Privato Banquel Room Availablo
For 2510 100 People
Entestainmont Nightly

645 E. Big Beaver
689-6920

MUSIC HALL

CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES OFFER

BUY 3 PERFORMANCES - GET ONE PERFORMANCE FREE
GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE

SATURDAY ORPHEUS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
FEB. 25 WITH SUSAN PALMA ON FLUTE
8:00P.M.

SUNDAY  SAINT PAULCHAMBER ORCHESTRA
MARCHS5  * FEATURING HUGH WOLFF, CONDUCTOR
3:.00P.M.

SUNDAY NEW YORK CHAMBER SOLOISTS
APRIL2 PRESENTING

2:00P.M. BACH'S COMPLETE BRANDENBURG CONCERTI
SUNDAY CHRISTOPHER PARKENING |
APRIL 29 ONE OF THE WORLD'S
2:00P.M. GREATEST CLASSICAL GUITARISTS

AAA AND HUDSON'S

MUSIC HALL BOX OFFICE 9637680 CHARGE BY PHONE 423-6666
TICKETSAT ALL Fexavgasisa OUTLETSINCLUDING

Kingsley

ormfield FHll « (313) 642.0100 - o

that at

$BUPER SBAVER

$34.5

Friday, Saturday & Sunday Nights

Based On Single Occupancy
*$10.00 each additional adult

RAMADA HOTEL
SOUTHFIELD

*Deluxe
King Sized
Guest Room

ol

28225 TELEGRAPH RD.
Gust South of 12 Mile Rd)
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