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Q. In respouse to your Jan. 23 article
"Cut inane details,” the next time a co-
worker explalns how he managed a big
deal, a lawyer wants to tell you how bhe won
a case, a frlend describes a long slekness
ending ia death, or the president tries to ex-
plaia averting 8 missile crisis, tell them to
“cut to the bottom line” — did he get the
denl, did he win the case, dld the paticnt dlc,
was the misslle crisls averted. Glve them a
verbal pat on'the back to “make their day"
and explaln that the general public bas only
two mlnutes to llsten to others because we
are so tied up In our lives that conversation
is no longer a part of our lives. We don't
realty care what otbers are dolng, golng
through or thinklng,

We wonder what Is kappealng to the peo-
ple in the world today. The tcen suicide who
everyonc thought was doelog great, the ra.
plst wha llved next door and was just a reg-
clar guy, the gunman who randomly shot
fnto a crowd, (ke drug users, the child abuse
cases, the homeless, the high divorce rate,
ete., ete,, etc, Maybe no one bad time to
listen.

A. I'm llstenlng, agree and thark you for
a superlatlve Ieller. Bevause you've made
your point so well, I'm printlng your rebut-
tal verbatlm.

However, the purpaese of that article was
to encourage readers to monltor their own
speaking hablts, not to discourage Hstening.
The two-minute reference (research show-
ing the time an average listener malntalns
interest without input) was directed toward

as an aid to mean-

The Heathers
condominium
development
has been
awarded the
“Eminent
Conceplor
Award” by the
Consulting
Engineers
Council of
Michigan.
State winners
will be
enteredin a
national
compellhon.

Folksy feeling

Heathers ‘villages’ promote community ties

By Joan Boram
spoclal writer

minds you of Norman

Rockwell and the ol' swim-

min' hole, the Heathers wlill

glve you cause to reroute your train
of thought.

Developed by Robertsan Brothers,

community builders on the site u[

the old

I F MENTION of a gravel plt re-

ninc-hale golf course — making the
Robertson Brothers experts [n the
development field on “How to Bulld
a Wetlands!” More than 2,000 hard-
wood and flowering trees have '
planted to replace the scrub trees re-
moved from the slte.

The New England-style architee-
ture of Colllnwood Vidlage Is perfeet-
Iy suited to the village's location, be-
lwcen the third and fourth holes of
golf course. The four-

pit in
Hills, the Heathers conslsts of four
“villages:” Bracwyck, Smllhklrk.
C: idge, and the
pleted Collinwood. Deslgned to en-
courage a neighborhood feel, the vil-
lages promote elose community tles
and a nostalgic small town charm.

A 170-ACRE, $80 million develop-
ment, located north of Square Lake
between Adams and Opdyke roads,
the Heathers required $3.4 million in
carth moving expenses to convert
{lie area, which Included 28 acres of
protected wetlands, into

Eng ing
Ilrm for the
Heathers was
Giffels-
Webster.

a resort community.

After complex negotlatlons with
the Department of Natural Re-
sources, the wetlands were Integrat-
ed into the overall deslgn of the
project. In additlon, some wetlands
were relocated to make room for the

plcx stacked ranch style bulldings
cach have attached garages, private
entries and covered decks.

GENEROUSLY proportioned Pal-
ladian windows allow sunlight to
flood into the units, and provide resl-
dents full view of the lush natural
countryside that surrounds them.

Lavish use of mirrors by

Perlmutter-Frelwald enhances the
interplay of light and space.

The {irst level, 1,550-square-foot
Courtney units, include a grand,
master suite with king-sized walk-In
closet, as well as a bedroom/den
with guest bath. Cooking Is a plea-
sure n a stepsaver kitchen with a
corner pantry, statc-of-the-art appll-
ances and lots of extra storage. Cell-
ings soar over the livlog and dining
rooms, while a wood-burning fire-

ingful It was not 2
to cut others off after listening only two
minutes. I indicated people should cancen-
trate on their own “bottom line,” not oth-
ers'. (Perhaps you should have “listened” to
my palnts more carefully.)

Due to space limitatlons, the newspaper
cut the last paragraph I submitted for that
column. It concluded with a suggestlon to
be patlent with talkative people and that
“belng a good llstener (s a talent and a vir-
tue.” Stlll, Il submit to the wet noodle be-
cause [ evidently did not express myself
well enough.

P.5. 1 commend you for a conclse letter,
sans one lnane detail. It was forcefut,
zoomed ta the heart of the subject and was
much more effective than §f you had ram-
bled on for several pages. (Don't you wish
everyone did?) Thanks for making my day.

"‘\ condo
y queries

Robert M.
Melsner

Land contract:
to build or not

.Q: I am buying a lot on a land contract
and plan to build a home on it. T have osed a
standard land contract agreement, although
1, unfortunately, did not have legal coonsel
at the time of entering Into the agreement, 1
want 10 sign a building contract now but the
land contract vendor says ¥ can’t antil I pay
off the Jand contract. The land contract

. does not call for a balloon payment uatil
two years fram now. What can 1do?

A: See an attorney. R
Under most land con-
tracts, unless there is a
speclfic provislon in the
land contract prevent-
ing you from building
on the property, you arc il
not precluded from §
dolng so. Your land con-
tract vendor may be
btuffing, particularly
since he reallzed that
you do not have legal
counsel. Get a legal
opinlon and then negoti-
ate, It necessary, X

Robert M. Meisner
is a Birmingham at-
torney specializing in
condominiums, real
estate and corporate
taw. You are invited
to submit topics which
you would like to sce
discussed in this. col-
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A pass-through
kitchon allows the
hostess to Include
her guests in party
prepartions In the
Windsor model in
Collinwood villaga.

The living room in the Heathers’ Courtney model.

place adds coziness to the spaclous
living arca, And — washing over it
all — lats of lovely, glarious, natural
light.

On the second level, the 2000-

Homeowners at the Heathers are
entltled to the opportunity to enjoy
all the recreational amenitles in-
cluded In the community. These in-
clude three regulation tennls courts,

1 with

sqaure-foot Windsor
strikes the visitor with its soarlng
ceilings and angled walls. Two com-
plete and scparate bedroom suites
provide the ultlmate in privacy and
offer full baths and huge closets that
any clothlng maven would kill for. A
pass-through kitchen altows the host-
ess to Include hee guests In party
preparatlons, while a fire crackles In
the living room {lreplace.

Staff photos
by John
Stormzand

More , a cozy nook pro-
vides for breakinst a deux. There ls
a separate den convenient to all
areas of the bome. Floor-tocelling
windows provide a [ull view of the
:mnlcurcd grounds and surrounding
akes.

a Pool

decklng for sunbathers and a club-
house wlth Informat dinlng facilities.
A championshlp golf course designed
by renowned golf course architect
Willian Newcomb nestles among
rolling green hills, extending past
ponds and wooded parklands.

THE ENTIRE Heathers commu-
nity is scheduled for completion In
1993. Cost of Colllnwood unlts are:
$135,000-$155,000, Prices at the
other villages are: Braewyck, from
$180,000; Soutkkirk, from $242,900;
Cambridge, from $259,000. For
more information, call Kathy Dew,
sales manager, at 644-3450.

OLONIAL ACRES

Adult Communmes

Come Share our dream, excluswe country living: For adults 50 and older.

No resident children under the age of 17 years.

2Bedroom Ranch Units

+Private Entries
«Clubhouse and Nature Area -
*Sandy Beach or Pool
South Lyon
OLONIAL ACRES

Groon Oak Twsp.
CENTENNIAL FARM

+Hotpoint Appliances

+Full Basements

*Optional Fireplace, Family Room
and Walkout Basements
Williamston
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Suite 467, Birminp- |
ham 48010. This col-
umn provides general
information and}
should not be con-
strued as legal opin-
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From $85,900
{313)437-1159
MODELS OPEN: Mon,-Frl, 12-4 P.M./Sat. & Sun. 12-5 P.M.

ALSO OPEN THURSDAYS/Red
CENTAUR CONTRAGTORS INC COLONIAL ACRES REALTY. INC. . {
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FARME

CENTENMIAL

From $65,900
(313) 437-6887
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) WALASETON, a1

MT. CLEMENS
42657 GARFIELD

i

From $58,900

Cedar Clos

o

(517) 655-3446

263-5600

GUARANTEED L.OWEST RATES

FOR

FIXED RATE MORTGAGES

* NO DISCOUNT FEES « NO POINTS

* NO ORIGINATING FEE

* LOWEST ANNUAL PERCENTAGE
RATE ON STANDARD CONVENTIONAL
FIXED RATE MORTGAGES. ALL
INTEREST RATES ARE GUARANTEED
FOR A 50 DAY CLOSING PERIOD.

FIRST

L

SECURITY
SAVINGS
BANK rss

FOR SPECIFIC DETA|vLS, PLEASE CALL ONE OF OUR FOUR AREA LOCATIONS.

LIVONIA

37650 PROFESSIONAL CENTRE DR.

591-6770

MAIN OFFICE

1760 TELEGRAPH RD.

352-7700

A TIME OKLY,

SOUTHFIELD
29444 NORTHWESTERN HWY.

357-2200

TOLOAN APPROVAL*"




