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North Farmington coach Jeff
Dwyer is his

Raiders eye

visit

to state meet

‘gymnastlcs

about the possibility of the un-
known and uncxpected Saturday at
the Grosse Polnte South regional
meet.

From Dwyer's standpoint, it
would be wrong to consider the
Ralders shoo-ins to finlsh among
the top three teams and thereby
quallfy for state competition on
March 18.

Looking at the list of teams feed-
ing the GPS regional, it appears
the meet should be a dual between
No. lranked Troy Athéns and
North, champlon of the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation.

“Just Mke Northville and John
Glenn really scared us at our
league meet, Frascr, Troy and a
couple others could be stronger
than their scores indleate,” Dwyer
E{d. *“We want to be on our toes for

L

The Ralders were 11th in the
state last year — a fine accom-
plishment for any team — but they
remember being second just two
years ago, If everything goes well
Saturday, the Raiders would Hke to
regain their former status the fol-
lowing week at Troy High Schoal,

“BEING THAT we're ranked
sixth In the state, that would be
gratifylng if we could move up a
couple notches,” Dwyer sald,

It won't be ecasy for espiring
teams to beat out clther Athens or
North for the top two places since
both have a sirong contingent of
all-arounders.

The Raiders have quallfled at

least flve girls in every event:
Heather Kahn, Kim Heller, Rita

Dunn, Kristin Szutarski and
Jameclah Gater. In additlon, Ellen
Wesselman 1s entered in every
event but floor exercise. That gives
North an advantage over teams
that haven't qualified as many indi-
viduals.

“It'll be pretly much Uke the
regular season,” Dwyer sald. “We
can have six in nearly every event
and count four scores. If one bom
out, we still have four good ones.
The odds are we're golng to score
better.”

If the Ralders remaln true to
form, It should be Heller and Kahn
lcading them to whatever success
they might have. They tied for see-
ond place among WLAA all-aroun-
ders last week,

“I expect Kim Heller and Heath-
er Kahn to place high at this re-
glonal meet,” Dwyer said, “Kahn
has been real conslstent all year,
and Heller hes just been getting
better all along. She hosn't peaked
yeb. She can score belter than she
has In recent meets.”

DWYER ADDED Dunn has been
poating high scores recently on the
beam, ker best event, and Szutarskl
has been having the same success
on bars and vault.”

Farmington Hllls Harrison and
Farmington will be at the GPS re-
glonal, too, while Livonia Clarence-
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Qualifying list
has youthful
appearance

By Dan O'Meara
staff writor S

swimmi
breaststroke. Each will swim those
cvenis In the medley relay, combin-
there’s always next year for some of . Ing with Chad Hughes (butterfly) and
those competing for North Farming-  Jeff Nelkirk (freestyle) to comprise
ton, Farmington Hills Harrison and  Lhe foursome.

Redford Catholle Central. “It will be a good learning experk-

The majority of the swimmers ence,”” Harrlson coach Peter
who qualificd from those schools are  Leonhardt said, adding hls young
underclassmen. In thelr quest for team made a lot of progress this
immedlate rewards, they will have  year.
an eye toward the future at the same “Going into this year, I wasn't
time, sure If we were going to have any-

The prejlminaries will be Friday body going to stale, but the guys
and Saturday. The Class A meet will  came Lhrough and did a nlce job.
take place at Michigan State Unlver-  They came a long way this year and
sity in East Lansing, the B-C-D event  will even stronger next year.”
at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, Competition begins at 2 p.m.
cach day. Tickets are $3 Friday and
$4 Saturday.

North Farmington has Steve Tu-
mey, its lone senfor qualifier, and
Dan Knlpper entered in the 100-yard
breaststroke. Both wlll compete in
the 400 freestyle relay along with
Jerry Jehle and Chuck Chuba.

The objectlve for area swim
teams is to do as well as possible in
state meet competitlon thls week-
end.

But if some goals go unfulfilled,

LEONHARDT, AS with Gendron,
certainly isn't writing off the possl-
bility of success at this ycar's state
meet. Leonhardt, in fact, s confldent
the Hawks can be among the top 12
in the medley relay.

“1f we can go 1:44, we might have .
a chance to make the consolation,
and I think we can go 1:44,” he sald.
“1f either Serzo or Barringer drops a
littte bit, they certainly have a
chance,

“We're not golng there just to
show up,” he added. “Score is what
we Intend to do.”

North divers Rob Kunzelman and
John Juliane and Harrison's Ryan
Koonce and Carl Johnson were to

“DAN IS ONLY a junior, and we
have three juniors on the relay,”
North coach Sue Gendron sald. “So
It’s looklng good for next year.

“It's been a long season, and they
hope to finlsh with a bang, a good
note, so they can fee) good about

Jameelah Qater of North Farmington is one of five all-around
gymnasts who will compete for the Ralders in the regional Sat-
urday. Competition begins at noon at Grosse Pointe South

High School.

their accomplishments.”

Harrison, which placed 10th in
Class B last year, wlil take its 200
medley relay to the state meet, as
well as swimmers in two indlvidual
events.

Ed Serzo qualificd for the back-
stroke, Jason Barringer the

compete In regional meets Tuesday
to determine If they qualify for the
state meet. Johnsen finlshed 10th in
Class B last ycar as a freshman,

CC sophomores Troy Shumate and
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Vikings deliver knockout
to Raiders in district final

By Dan O'Moara
ataff writer

North Farmington experienced
the emotional peaks and valleys that

volleyball -

result from P y
the district volleyball tournament at
Milford Lakeland High School.

Unfortunately for the Raliders, the
day ended In dlsappointment as
North lost to Western Lakes Activi-
ties Assoclation rival Walled Lake
Central [n the championship match,
12-15, 9-15.

That scason-cndlng defeat was
preceded by North's biggest victory
of the year. In the semifinals, the
Raiders knocked off unbeaten Brigh-
ton in three games, 9-15, 15-8, 15-11.

After ellminating Walled Lake
Western 15-13, 154 in lis opening
match, North had to fight an uphill
battle agalnst the Kensington Valley
Conlerence champions and was suc-
cessful.

“Jt was a Jong, tough match, and I
think 1t took a lot out of our kids,”
North coach Sandy Lubleniecki said.
“But they were thrilled. They knew
they had gone toe-to-toe with a very
good team.”

COURTNEY KNAPP, a junlor
who set flve single-scason records,
led the attack with 10 kills and 28
splkes out of 24 attempts In the sem-
ifinal, Vikk! Seamons was. 19-0f-20
hltting and had seven kills agalnst
Brigh

ton.

“We made fantastic defensive
plays,” Lubleniecki sald, “which has
been our strength all season, belng
shorter than most teams. We made

saves on balls you just couldn't be-
lieve, and we were able to attack
when we had the chance.”

Kelly Coulson was 20-for-20 serve
ing with seven aces and 12 polnts,
and Debbie Welntraub was 14-for-14
and had eight points, She also had 27
assists as the setter. In addition,
Coulson sct a season record for most
good serves, putting 473 out of 499
chances tnto play.

“Belng in the first serving spot,
she gets more opportunitics, but
that's why she was picked for that,”
Lubleniecki sald.

After the highly emotional win
over the Lady Bulldogs, North had a
rocky start in the [inal, The Ralders,
champlons of the Lakes Division,
and Central split thelr two-match se-
ries in the regular scason.

North fell behind 10-1 In the first
game, but the Raiders rallicd to take
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Andrea Velthoven goes on the altack for Farm-

ington Hills Mercy in the district tournamént

. s_ululdly. The Mfrllnl lost a three-gams :vtllch
» \ N

ART EMANUELE/staft photographar

to Detroit Henry Ford in the first round. See
atory on Page 4D,
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LEPLEY SPORTS CENTER, OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

Friday, March 10, 6:00 p.m.—
Northem Michigan 24 and 3 vs. St. Joseph's (Indiana) 25 and 3
8:00 p.m.—Oakland University 25 and 3 vs. Northem Kentucky 21 and 6.

Saturday, March 11, 7:00 p.m.
Champlonship Game

44.00 - General Admission 43,00 - Students (with1.D.)
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