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Cathie

Breidenbach

Sometimes heavy- handed,

contrast is bright moments

minlmal action and the production's
' handed

Brook Theatre prod: o;
Athol Fugard's “The Road to
Mecca” continue through Sunday,
March 26 on the Oakland Univer-
sity campus in- Rochester Hills.
Par ticket information call the
bbx office at 377-3300.

South African playwright Athol
Fugard has few contemporary peers.
The dramatist who wrote the ac-
claimed “Master Harold and the
Boys™ weaves together plot, charac-
tr and language with acknowledged
mastery, but in “The Road to Mec-
&3" words — splendid though they
may be — can't compensate for the
poverty of action.

Terence Kilburn, who directs the
Meadow Brook production, docs
what he can to nstill actlon in the
three-character, one-set play that,
despite its profound ideas and admit-
ted charm, almost runs aground on
the old shoals of too much “tell” and
too little “show.”

This least political of Fugard's
plays unravels a crists In the life of
Helen Martlns, an aging Afrikaner
woman who “didn't resign herself to

g a meek, church-golng llttle
widow” when her husband dled. In-
tead she became an artlst who cele-

< Performances of the Meadow
it f

izatlons of Hclm’;“nnd her young
schoolteacher friend, Eisa Barlow,
dull the glow of thosc moments.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Kllburn
has Barlow wander Into the bedroom
to change clothes four or flve times
In the course of an evening. The au-
dlence craves actlon, so why not
have Elsa change clothes as often as
a teenager? Watching the full-bodied
Miss Barlow don and discard clothes
offers a pleasing sight In lieu of real
actlon.

Set deslgner Peter Hicks creates a
magical room that blends the rosy
colors of a dessert suncise and sets
them shimmering with shards of
mirrors scattered on the walls ltke
stars in a dawn sky. The room, which
Helen the artist created, reflects her
vislon. Theatrlcal magic happens
when she lights a few candles nnd
the room that is her personal Mecea
comes alive with light and a primi-
tive, whimsical wonder. Then, char-
acter, theme and set converge for a
magical moment of theater not easl-
ly forgotten.

Anne Sheldon plays Helen as a
Grandma Moses kind of artist facing
failing cyesight, arthritic hands and

rates light and sculpts the
le call grotesque mon-

With sensitlvity and a refreshing
jatk of cliche, Fugard’s play chal-
inges conventlonal ideas about ar-

the frailty of age. Shel-
don's Helen is innocent, sweet and
kindly — but not nearly tough
enough to have challenged the bigo-
try of righteous rellgion or to ex-
ercise artistle freedom amidst the

Istic freedom, religlon,
nd aging. The Meadow Brook The-
ptre’s mixed production has
moments that shine as brightly, as
The theater's very best, but the play’s
-

I

pr pref of & small
South African town.

The minlster, played by William
Le Masscna with assurance that hls
white, masculine, majority opinlon

prevalls, trles to persuade Helen she
Is too old to live in her house among
her [dolatrous creatlons. He wants
her to move to the town old folks
home.

Under the pressure of age and un-
certainty, Helen becomes a
whimpering wretch who sits
hunched In a chair llke a helpless
chlld with no control over her desti-
ny, her feet suddenly plgeon-toed In
an overdone picture of abjeet passiv-

ity.

WHICH ARE WE lo believe? That
Helen really is a herolne with the
strength to defy the conventions of a
provincial town and its religlon? Or
that she is the passive old woman
thoroughly d by mi-

‘Anything Goes’ a lively show
in hands of the Troy Players

Performances of .
Goes,” presented by the Troy
Players, continue through Satu-
day, March 18, at the Troy Com-
munity Center. For ticket infor-
mation call §79-1285.

The Troy Players production of
“Anything Goes,” dlrected by Connie
Patrick, is high splrited. The cast
and crew have a rousing time sing-
ing Cole Porter's wonderful songs
and their sense of fun carries across
the footlights.

The witty script by Guy Bolton,
P.G. Wodchouse, Howard Lindsay
and Russcll Crousc is filled with col-
orful characters, clever wordplay on
English and American cxpressions,
and the fast, balmy plotting that
went into Wodchouse’s “Jeeves”
books, .

‘There’s even a Monty Pythonesque
Englishman, Lord Evelyn, hitarlous-
ly played by tall, thin Bill Helle-
buyek. As Evclyn, he moves from
being haughty to having hot pants in
the course of a crulse from New
York to London and winds up marry-
ing a nightclub singer.

Diane Stinnett is Reno Sweeney,

nor {railties of age? Sheldon creates
an endearing and lovable Helen. If
only she didn't make Helen a wimp
as well,

Mary Walworth, as Helen's
younger friend Elsa Barlow, proj-
ects a tough and angry stubbornness
that belies the uncertalnties and am-
bigulties festering beneath her sur-
face.

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield teaches college writ-
ing classes and works as a
Sreelance writer.

the b slnger who outg

her wicked past and falls for Lord
Evelyn, Stinnet¢ has stage presence
and a strong valee. She Is belicvable
as the brassy redhead who belts out
“1 Get A Kick Out of You,” “Lel’s
Misbehave” and "You're the Top,"”
and she leads the best number In the
show, “Blow, Gabrlel, Blow.”

1 WAS REMINDED of Stubby
Kaye's great performance singlng
"Sit Down, Sit Down, You're Rockin®
the Boat” in the Times Square mis-
slon house In “Guys and Dolls,” as
Stinnett and the entlre cast threw

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

themselves Into “Blow, Gabrlel,
Blow.” The ship where the action
takes place secemed to be rocking on
the Atlantlc Ocean.

Jeremy Bowen as Moonface, Pub-
lic Enemy No. 13 who has asplra-
tions to belng No. 1, nearly steals the
show, Bowen has speed, verve, a real
sense of comedy, and we're not
surprised to learn he sn't a public
enemy at the {Inale. As a padre who
doesn't know the first thing about re-
ligion, he’s crazily funny. Bowen's
energy carries the show, along with
Vikl Georges, who's wonderful as
Bonnie, the fireball who sneaks
aboard with “Mooney.” Georges’ vl-
vaclty adds much to the show.

Kevin Marsee as Billy Crocker,

the bright young man who Is in love
with a proper girl, and who intro-
duces himself as George Bernard
Shaw to proper people, carrles him-
sell well. Marsee, a handsome young
man, Is very funny when using vari-
ously a Chinese, French or Spanish
accent. Fortunately, the script
makes ample use of Marsee's flalr
for accents.

Alex Highland earrics hersell
straight as a ramrod as proper Hope,
the girl who winds up with Billy af-
ter nearly marrylng Lord Evelyn.
We can see that her strength of char-
acter comes from Mother, Mrs. Har-
court, well played by Linda
Wojclechowski.

Pearl’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM+ Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

L 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

: 644-2913
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<« < < WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
A4 - =« '« TRINI & CARMENS
' H u nti n g Buffet Includes: 1. Independent and fnrglly oWged.
2. Centurics of knowledgo and cuflure.
ENTREES 3. Serving this area for 25 years. Wae are now serving the
F o r A Steamship round-carved chitdren and grandchildren of our earllest customers.
¥ Smdked Ham - 4. We ware tha first with our own style Nacho- and
3 Great B8 0ue RS SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET 5$Pledbymnn‘y-‘ o
et b N . P . Wa sarve quallty foo!
: Easter - Best Tender Tpsina The good life in NOW INTRODUGING: STEAK & CHICKEN FAJITAS
ordelalse Sauce e
Buffet? Stulfed Filet of Sole shameful abundance. ¢ I TRINI & CARMENS
© with wild rice Detroit’s favorite Sunday brunch is 2 kaleidoscope of breakfast,
Salads A d funch, and dinner favarites, served with white nm. uudr:llvrr in ﬁ 50 a“{‘.ﬁ-ﬁsﬁn ) gﬁﬁrizrag!r‘nnph
‘1295 alads ssorted Breads 1he clegance of the Kingsley fan dinlng rooms, $11.95/adults. 665-3867 s -6851
Adults Vegelables  Desserts $5.95/children. 10a.m. to 2p.n. A Bloomfield Hills tradition, V98
W Terions:
¥’ 8495 Ghiidren 10 & Under Beverages ﬂ@ﬂ
' /A .
* Senlor Gitlzens 25% Discount Also gt
! - 11:00 a.m.-3 p.m. Plctures with g [ ey
: Buffet Hours: 11:00 a.m.-3 p.m the Eastor Bunny I(]Vl S e IV[V[ 1275 U ' ,
'RAMADA SOUTHFIELD for the Kids! 2% Woodward at Long Lake Road = Bloomficld HIlls » (313) 642-0100 =< ﬂaﬂ]uﬁ o
28225 Telagraph Rd. B
Southfield |
" For Reservatlons Call: 365-2929%
: - - -« - - - - invites you to...
N -

“MEET THE
WINEMAKER”
Monday, March 13, 1989

Reception 6:30 p.m,, Dinnee Seeved 700 p.m.
Qur special guest MANFRED ESSER,
President of Cuvaison Winery, will be
featuring a selection of his fine wines for
you to enjoy, accompanicd by a gousmer

Overnight
Sensation!

A Luxurlous dinnet prepared b{y i ,e‘ Randy Wagner.
. turing:
Room oot ok e
\Plus iored v il Torae v Sace
for Two N e
uSUPERSTEAK Philipponnant Royale Rereree Drut Champagne
mGolden Fried Gulf Shrimp Consomme Mudslene

i

Blissful weekends for two at the Radisson Plaza..just
ine the pl Opulent sur Our
spectacular fitness center and indoor pool. Legendary

dining and entertainment.

And in the morning, wake up to Eggs Benedict®* for
two in Tangos European Bistro.

Your own overnight sensation..for the unbellevable
price of $691*
+Specily “Overnight Sensatlon” Adventure Package when making
reservation. Valid Friday. Saturday and Sunday nights. Not applicable
with other discounted rates. A limited number of rooms are available for
this promotion.
*+Or breakdast entree of equal value.

Belgian Endive with Fresh Raspberry Vinaigeette
¥ ‘

sTwin Catch
sSurf & Turf

. Accompenied by
1987 Cursison Chardonnsy,
" Twin Sole Continental
Toutnedos Maison with Sauce Beensise and Sauce Chetborg
ccompunied by
1986 Cuvaiton Merlot
Atiorted Cheese and Fresh Frait Selection
Accompanied by
Cursison Zinfandel
Master Chef Leopold's Tripte Chocolate Mousse Torte

‘Accompanied by
Philipponant Rayale Reserve Brut Rose
For resecvations call 642-6000
The cost for this special

evening will be $30
] per person
, Radisson Plaza Hotel
i AtTown Center <
! 1500 Town Center, Southfield, Michigan 48075 T . )
! (313) 827-4000 - g . ‘Q . - ,‘Q,}Q
: For Reservations Worldwide Royal Oak Farmingten Hills @ .
. . 3310 North Woodward Ave. 30005 Orchard Lako Rd. 723S. HUNTER, BIRMINGHAM -
800-333-3333 549.3048 851.7408 642




