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AVID JENSEN, Blrming-
ham-based  builtder/de-
vreloper, talks ltke a phi-
losopher and a visionary.

That's because he is. And these
days his vision Is focused on his 23-
acres  development, Woodlynne,
Blngham Farms, a communlty of
million-dollar residences.

The acreage lso't visible from
the road, but It came with a 60-foot
wide dccess strip that is now
paved, attractively landscaped
along both sides and christencd
Woodlynne Drive.

A cobblestone gatehouse part
way down the drive was just com-
pleted. A 200-year-old black walnut
tree stands as a sentinel on the
other side because Jensen had the
road curved to save it.

The 14 bullding sltes front on a
cul-de-sac. Three will border on a
small pond that s belng created in
terratn that ls a natural for it near
the south boundary.

All of the houses are or will be
deslgned by New York City archi-
tect Robert AM. Stern. All of the
landscape architecture Is designed
by The SWA Group out of Boston,

Mnss.

““This is a development by design
with a master plan,” Jensen sald as
he drove stowly along Woodlynne
Drive, describing the thinking that
went into each step.

“We had to have a very special
architect on this project. Stern has
a love affalr with Cranbrook. He
was there for a week in 1980, He

cverything ¥ liked around here.”

AFTER STERN had studled Jen-
sen's photographs, he asked Jensen,
“'Why not do something that spins
off Frank Lloyd Wright's Winslow
House in Chlcago?”

“The Pralrie style had ita inspl-
ration In that kind of look. . . .
Stern s a traditionalist with a
;nnogem Interpretations,” Jensen

Stern was aware and concerned
about malintaining a Midwestern
dentity in hls designs, Jensen sald.
In bis book, “Years with Frank
Lloyd Wright Edgar Tafel sald
the Winslow house (actually in Riv-
er Forest, IIL) was Wrighl's first
Independent commisslon after
lcaving Adler and Sullivan in 1893,
Tafel sald the setting for the en-
trance and front door are remin!-
scent of Louls Sulllvan, hia former
employer. In any event, the much
admired dulgn “brought Wright
many cll

So, th (lnt Woodlynne home
{54000 square feel) now beling
compl:led with its red brick exte-
rior and cedar shingle roof, has &
tradilional look and a hlstorical

asked me to take 35mm pictures of __»

legacy, somewhat reminlscent of
Wright's early style with its broad
caves and signature urns at the en-
trance.

AS THE 1989 Symphony Show-
house, it will be seen by many visl-
tors when it 1s open later this
spring. It I3 a tree family home
with a circular stalrcase in the cn-

hall, a second staircase in the
back of the house.

One of Stern's trademarks is his
use of windows to take advantnge
of the light, the views and the ele-
vatlons, and at the same time en-
hance he architectural line and
Took.

A large fanlight (window) high
above the front entrance allows the
two-story entry hall to be bathed In
natural light. There are windows
on three watls in the living room, a
bank of bay windows in the dinlng
room and cven slim vertical win-
dows tucked Into unexpected
places such as a storage arca or a

child's bathroom,

The flooring In the large Uving
room and the detalllng of the fire-
place suggest the elegance of Etlel
Saarinen’s designs at Cranbrook.
The oak floor s Iaid in 2 herring-
bone pattern with darker detalllng
around the perimeter.

An interlocking pattern of cary-
[ng runs vertlcally across the front
of the fireplace. Great attention is
belng patd to the cove moldlng,
wood trim around the doors and in-
stallation of interior pocket sliding
glass deors.

The second house, already well
under way, is a 7,000-square foot,
triple-gabled English country
house. There will be no makeovers
of floor plans or modifications of
styles from one house to another,
Jensen sald. Each will be a com-
pletely indlvidualized residence
that will be compatible with, but
distinctly different from, the oth-
ers.

A LOOK through a catalog of
buildings and projects that Stern
did from 1981.85 erases any doubt
about his versatllity, This 800-page
book of color photographs of fin-
ished projects, floor plans md ele-
vations skows the tr

Woodiynne

Artist’s rendering of the first house in Woodlynne, the future Detroit Symphony showhouse, shows how an York Clty architect Robert A.M. Stern kept a strong mid-
western look in his design.

Showhouse composed for Midwest audiences
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Robert A.M. Stern, an inter
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d archi will

come for the May opening of !hu Detroit Symphony show

house, which he designed.

statement for Woodlynne, “To pro-
vide an Inspired environment
which balances the sensitive issues
of the land, the building (or struc-
tures) and the gardens. Our effort
Is to create a wonderful sense of
place, where a neighborhood is ex-
perienced, where the sum of the to-
tal parts ls greater than the indi-
viduat parts.”

STERN, HOST of the PBS-TV se-
ries, “Pride of Place: Bullding the
American Dream," and professor
of graduate studies In architeeture
at Columbla Unlversity, is also a
philosepher.

Stern will be here for the opea-
ing of the Symphony Showhouse.
He will speak to the students at De-

troit Country Day School and be
the guest at a banquet in his honor.

“Belleving as I do in the continu-
ity of tradition, I try to create or-
der out of the chaotic present by
entering into a dlalogue with the
past, with tradition,” he wrote In
the Introduction to hls book.

“. ., 1 do not belicve that the
past offers a cure for the llls of the
present; I do believe it offers stand-
ards for evaluation.”

Jensen can already picture the
formal gardens that will surround
the homes. He likes the idea of sin-
gle drives into secluded courtyards.
On one site, he pletures a fountaln.
He has many drawings and paint-
ings of how the landscape wiil look.
His vislon s taking shape.

Woodlynne created
on historic site

Woodlynne, the 28 acres of land
in Biny Farms, comes com-
plete with a well-documented his-
mry Had things gone dlﬂennlly,
the of Michi,

of work he has produced In Lhou
four years, from the East Coast to
as far west as Alaska, where he did
the Performing Arts Center in An-
charage.

- Stern's transformatlon of a 19th
%nlury factory In Vooncholm,

L.}

gan, might
bcon 18 Mile Road instead of in

Anh Arbor,
Developer David Jenssen bought
the parcel of land from Semon E.
unkie) K

) dscn.
He had kept it after the Knudsen
bome was sold to ihe David

to the

ters for Mexx International, a

Dutch fashien company, is the sub-
Ject of an article and pletures (n
Architectural Record, May 1988. In
it, tho writer refers to Stern's “sig-
nature eclecticism.”

Jensen wrote Io his purposs

when the Knudsens
moved to Cleveland, Ohlo, In the
carly '70s when he became chair.
man and chief executive officer of
‘White Motor Corp.

els around 1832 when

Michigan was still a territory. An
ao-acre parcel of the larger plece

as “reserved for the University of
Hiospat < pprove I i
act of Congress approv

Drawing of the gatehouse, which is now in place, shows how it
will look when spring arrives and what it says about the homes

beyond the curve of the drive.

“concerning a of learning
in the Territory of »
However, Danlels bought that 80

acres from tho state of Michigan In
1852 for $400 when the state appar-
ently declded on another location
for the university. Descendants of
the Danlels family owned the acre-
age until the Depression, when
Knudsen acquired it.

So Instead of the University of

Milchigan, there is Bingham Farms
and Its pawest

. “Our effort is to create a wonderful
sense of place, where a neighborhood
Is experienced, where the sum of the
total parts Is greater than the

individual parts.”

— David Jensen

lynne.




